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ABSTRACT

Tit le searches of lands within or adjacent to Val1ey Forge
National Historical Park resul-ted in confirmation of late t-8th
Century ownership for 24 parcels of land. A variety of
documents including deeds, wi11s, inventories, tax records,
depredation claims, and newspaper advertisements provided site
specif ic references to land use and loca1 agricultural practices
during the pre-encampment and post-encampment period.s.

The picture which has emerged is one of general farming with
a center of industrial- and commercial activity located near the
mouth of Val-Iey creek. Farms averaged 189 acres in size and
were divided into smal-l-,  fence-enclosed f ields of L to 10
acres. Chestnut rai l  fences bordered many of the f ields. Wheat
was the major cash crop but a variety of other grain and
vegetable crops was also grown. Farms in the late l_700rs were
approximately. one-third wooded.

Depredation claims f i led by six Val1ey Forge area residents
provid.e a vivid picture of the impact of the ni l i tary activity
on the locaI farmers. Losses of l ivestock, stored crops, t imber
and fencing are detai led. Another major irnpact on the landscape
was the cutt ing of aII forested areas

Field and aerial surveys show over twelve rniles of
eRcampment era property l ines are st i l l  visible within the Park
as patterns in the vegetation and subtl-e landscape changes.

Recommendations are included for interpretation and
manag:ement, of the landscape to represent the historic'sett ing
more accurately and to preserve traces of early land use that
persist, in the current landscape.
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TNTRODUCTION

The purpose of this study was to determine how land, now

included in VaIIey Forge National Historical Park (VFNHP), was

being used irnmediately prior to and during the Revolutionary war

encampment.

fn order to do this it was necessary to:

1. Verify the identity and holdings of major
landowners during the encampment period

2.  Locate deeds,  wi l ls ,  inventor ies,  tax
records, advertisernents, depredation claims
and other site specific primary documents
and extract information relevant to land
use .

3. Examine contemporary descriptions and
accounts of local agricultural practices.

4. Examine aerial photographs for traces of early
property boundaries and conduct field
investigations to determine their composition.
Inspect forested areas near the forge sites for
traces of charcoal production.

5. Compare findings for VFNHp with other
data for Southeastern Pennsylvania land use
and agricultural practices during the latter
half of the L8th century

The information gathered. was used to develop a description

of land use in VFNHP and surrounding areas at the time of the

encampment. Contemporary descriptions, depredation claims and

other records from the late L700fs, were used to estimate the
.  l i .  

' ,  
. 1 .  . .  "  j , r . .  , .  ,  . . : t - ,

;impqc!.of :the w+r on the'.lgcal are-a,.' . The Vall,ey Foqge Report

VoI. IfI (Thibaut L982) was the sorlrce of material on the

encampment period.

"! i"'

I
{

I
t



r
The f inal stage of the project involved developing

reconrmendations for management and interpretation of the

historical scene. Previous studies such as the Historic

Structures Reports (Dodd L98L), the Valley Forge Report Vol. I I f

(Thibaut L982) rand Docurnentation of Historic Structures at

rrFatlandsrr and trWalnut Hil l t t  (Lloyd l-985) provided some of the

information, needed to complete this study.

This report begins with a section explaining the nethods and

primary sources that were used to gather the information upon

which the report was based. It, next presents an overview of

Iand ownership within the present Park. Ownership information

was the key to finding land use infornation for the historical

period of interest. Obvious constraints irnposed on land use by

natural resources are discussed. A summary of land use in the

historical period within VFNHP boundaries, based on specific

documented sources, is then compared with previous studies of

late 18th century land use and agricutrtural practice in

southeastern Pennsylvania

The iurpact of the encampment on the local landscape is then

deduced from the depredation claims and other sources. Land

tenure and use at.the level of each separate farm unit within

, VFNHP at, the. t ime.of,,the encanpment, is,,t lren pf:eqented..,,  The i i  :  ".  , .
'  

i  ;  '  r r a :  - :

1 ,  . . .  .  I . l .  r '  .  " r :  
' . ;  

.  ; : ' . . . '  
r ' :  '. reporr end!, wittr ''reconimehdatibns,:or'*ffi rtn "''.'wtii'ch', h-ist6ri'ceri. i, , :' i,: .,

'
land use inforsration could be used to manage and interpret the

park landscape.
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PRII'IARY HTSTORTCAL SOURCES

The search for inforrnation started with documents collected

by the History Project (Thibaut LggZ) and deposited in the

Archives of VFNHP. These consisted rnainly of encampment period

documents related to rni l i tary activity. Init ial information on

land ownership within VFNHP was obtained from the List of

Classif ied Structure Reports and, where available, Historic

Structure Reports on specif ic buildings.

The verification of land ownership immediately prior to the

encampment vras done through a title search that started with

d,eeds transferring properties to the National Park Service

(mainly, Montgomery County deed book #4683, p. 0645). This

document covered the transfer of properties previously owned by

the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. There were over 200

properties listed and their chains of title involved over 3000

deed transactions covering a period of more than 200 years in

Montgomery, Philadelphia and Chester counties.

The prirnary objective of this title search was to establish

ownership during and inmediately before and after the

encampment. Tracking the numerous subdivisions of many of the

properties subsequent to the encampment period was beyond the

scope of this study. The title chains in this report reflect

only one l ine of property division, usuatly the parcel with the i

dwelling which was assuned to provide the clearest line back to

the original farnstead. The name of the owner as of December



L777 has been used to refer to the individ.ual propert ies

throughout this report.

It could not be assumed that a property owner lived on the

property that he owned. That was definitely not the case for

several of the propert ies within VFNHP during the late L700ts.

Some clues to the actual place of residence of individuals were

found in deeds and wills which generally referred to the

township or county in which the grantor, granteer or deceased

lived. Similarly, i t  could not be assumed that because a person

owned property in a given county aI1 of the records for that

person would be found in that county's archives. Sometimes

deeds were recorded in two counties and the will of the owner

filed in a third. Because of the different ways records are

kept in philadelphia, Chester and Montgomery counties, it is

possible that additional items for the Valley Forge area remain

to be discovered.

Some governmental jurisdictions and names have changed,

further complicating the search for infornation; Montgomery

County was part of Philadelphia County until L784 and the

present schuylkill Township was forrnerly part of Charlestown

Township.

fnformation about property owners was obtained from the

record3 of the fol lowing: the Historical Society,of Pennsyl-vania

(HSP), the Chester County Historical Society (CCHS), the

Historical Society of Montgomery County (HSMC), the Plymouth
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Meeting Historical society (PMlIs), the pennsylvania Archives,

the Archives of Philadelphia, Montgomery and chester counties,

the Library Company of Philadelphia, The American Philosophical

Society and the Philadelphia Society for the promotion of

Agr icu l ture (PSPA).

The types of documents studied in the search for site

specif ic land use information included tax records, church

records, genealogical reports, maps, surveys, newspapers, deeds,

wi l ls ,  inventor ies,  c la ims,  Iedger  books,  papers,  and le t ters .

The search turned up several significant sources of inforrnation

that had not previously been reported to the knowledge of the

authors.

Tax Records

Federal, state and township tax records proved to be rich

sources of information. Specif ic sources uti l ized in this study

were as fol lows:

Chester County Tax of 1760 (HSP)

Provincialr/State Tax Records

Tredyffrin Township tax records L76O L785

(ccHS)

Schuylkill (Charlestown) Township Tax Records

L77L  L78s  (CCHS)

Upper Merion Tovrnship Tax Records L769 L789

(Philadelphia and Montgomery Co. Archives)



Providence Township Tax Records L769 L783

(Philadelphia and Montgomery Co. Archives)

Five Shi l l ing State Tax of  L777

(CCHS, PhiladelPhia Co. Archives)

Return Supply Tax of L779

(ccHs, PhiladelPhia Co. Archives)

Federal Direct Tax of L798 (CCHS and HSMC)

Some tax records for the eighteenth century listed the

occupants by township with the assessment based on occupation.

The records showed who lived within a township, but not

necessarily who owned. property. ff a property was rented, it

was the renter who was listed, a practice which resulted in year

to year variations in acreage figures.

Tax records which included acreage and livestock holdings

were most useful for this study and were important sources of

site specif ic information.

The Five Shilling State Tax of L777 provided some unusual

inforrnation relevant to properties plundered by the British.

Records for Chester County indicated that sone land owners who

suffered losses were not taxed that year. The records for

Montgomery County did not contain references to plundering or

tax re l ie f .

The Federal Direct Tax of L798 included a list which

distingruished owner frorn occupant and also provided detailed



information on acreag:e as well as building size and

construction. There rtere several components of the Direct Tax.

Schedule A listed the property owner, or occupant, and

information about the main dwell ing and an occasional

outbuilding such as a springhouse. schedule B l isted other

dwell ings, addit ional outhuildings, acrea€te and adjoining

property owners. In this report inforimation from both schedules

has been j-ncluded for al l  propert ies, except those in Schuylki l l

(Charlestown) Township, Chester County where the records are

unavailable and apparently lost

The report prepared by Mark Frazier Lloyd on Fatlands and

Wa1nut Hil l  (Lloyd L985) included both Schedule A and B

inforrnation. However, the Classified Structure Reports, the

Research Report and the National Heritage Reports (see Thibaut

L982) included only Schedule A informat,ion.

Inventories

An inventory was filed for an estate when the person died

intestate, or in some cases accompanied a will. Inventories

!,tere often compiled by neighbors and contained a list of all

possessions of the deceased and their appraised value at the

tirne of death. Period inventories were located for several of

the property owners within VFNHP (see Appendix A for a complete

l i s t )  .



8

Deeds

Deeds were sought at the Chester, MontgomerY, and

philadelphia County Recorders of Deeds offices both to confinn

ownership and to provide metes and bounds descriptions of the

parcels. Relevant deeds are identif ied in the chain of t i t le

for each property.

Arthur Reid, Esq. (L876 l-950) was the owner of a t i t le

search company, Reid Tit le Plant, located in West Chester, PA.

Reid traced ownership with reference to the l-883 farrn atlas

(Breou L883) and reconstructed early property ownership maps of

much of Chester County based on metes and bounds descriptions

contained in original deeds. His maps and notes, available at

the Chester County Historical Society, provided useful clues to

the location of individual parcels in the Valley Forge area.

Another useful source was the conpilat ion of information on the

Carter Estate (VPNHP Archives).

A group of original deeds (owner's copy) for propert ies

within VFNHP and adjacent areas were located at the Pllmouth

Meeting Historical Society. These deeds had been passed down

through the Moore family and were donated to PMIIS by Alice

Ambler, great, great, great grandaughter of encampment era land

owner, John Moore (fI),  who was also related by marriage to the

neighboring Stephens fanily. Most of these deeds were recorded

and therefore are public record, but there were several which

contained specif ic information about nining rights on the land
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of Steohen Evans (Abijah Stephens property) that were unrecorded

and may, therefore be the only copy in existence. A l ist of the

PMHS deeds is in Appendix B.

Claims

Depredation claims were filed by property owners for damages

done by the Brit ish troops during the,Revolutionary War. The

basis for the subrnission of depredation claims was state

legislat ion ent, i t led rrAn Act for Procuring an Estimate of the

Damages, Sustained by the fnhabitants of Pennsylvania, from the

Troops and Adherents of the King of Great Britain During the

Present Warrr. The purpose of the act was to document'the damage

done by the Brit ish troops to assist in treaty negotiat ions:

ttAnd whereasr d[ accurate account and estimate of such
damages, more especial ly the waste and destruction of
propertyr ildy be very useful to the people of the United
States in forning a future treat,y of peace, and in the
neantine may serve to exhibit in a true l ight to the natj.ons
of Europe the conduct of said king, his rninisters, off icers
and adherentsr r  (Ray 1-904,  p.  530) .

Reimbursement for the losses was not mentioned in the

leqislat ion. Each county was instructed to el icit  statements

from property oh/ners. The clains were sworn, or aff inned, to be

accurate before the township assessor. The fact that

reinbursement was not part of the original reason for compil ing

the record of losses should not diminish the value of the cLaims

as a source of information about individual landowners.
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In Chester County the claims resembled an inventory, with

detai led information on the losses (HSP). For Philadelphia

County, the only record was a ledger book which listed the total

monetary amount of each clairn (HSP). Whether there was ever a

more detai led l ist ing of the type used in Chester County is not

known

Claims for losses sustained by property owners in or near

the Park proved to be the most important source of informaLion

on the impact of ni l i tary activity on the local landowners.

Detai led claims were located for John Brown, Jr. (Davis Farm) r.

Samuel Havard, John Havard, Jt.,  Wil l iam Bodley (White Farm),

and Wil l iam Currie. originals of the Chester County claims were

located at the Historical Society of Pennsylvania. A claim for

Wil l iarn DeWees, Jt. was referred to in the History Project

(Thibaut  Lg82,  VoI .  I I I ,  p .193-5) .  Dewees'  le t ter  to  Congress

indicated that he expected to be reimbursed for his lossesr Do

documentation was found indicating that this ever occurred. The

ledger for Philadelphia l isted a claim by James Vaux (HSP).

Copies of the clairns are included in Appendix B.

Newspapers

While not legal documents, newspaper advertisements often

contained valuable descriptive information about a property"

Newspaper advertisements were located for the sale of the

fol lowing propert ies:

John Havard, Jr. Farm

;-
l
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Samuel Havard Farm
Benjamin Jones Farm
John Moore (II) Farm
Mordecai Moore Farm
David Potts/Wrn. Dewees, Jr. Property
fsaac Potts Property
James Vaux Farm
James White Farm
Estate of John Wilkinson Farm

Copies of the newspaper advertisements are included in

Appendix D.

Miscellaneous Papers

The Philadelphia Society for the Promotion of Agriculture

(PSPA) was founded in L785 to promote improved agricultural

practices. The Memoirs of the Society; housed in the Rare Book

Collection of Van Pelt Library at the University of

Pennsylvania, were collections of papers and letters submitted

by mernbers relating agricultural techniques and innovations they

developed and/or used.

Janes Vaux and William Bakewell, owners of Fatlands, both

subnitted papers recounting specific information about crops and

farm implements used at the farm (Vaux, Memoirs, VoI Lt p.1-5;

V o l .  3 ,  p . 1 0 5 i  B a k e w e l l ,  V o l .  L ,  p . 2 5 7 ,  V o I . 3 ,  p . L 5 5 )  S e v e r a l

subsequent property owners of Fatlands and other VFNHP

properties were also PSPA members. fn addition to site specific

information about the Vaux farm, the PSPA entries provided

insights into contemporary agricultural practices and problerns

in the region.
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I,AND TENURE BEFORE THE ENCAI{PMENT

Will iarn Penn, the elder, received t i t le to al l  of

Pennsylvania from Charles II  in L681-. VFNHP included parts of

four original land grant tracts established by penn and his

agents and known as the Manors of Mount Joy, Bilton and Gilbert,

and the Welsh Tract. (See Pennsylvania Archives, Third Series,

Volume fV,  pHMc,  Dtaps #L,a,24,4L.)  The Manor  of  B i l ton inc luded

the area west of VaIIey Creek bordering the Schuykil l  River, and

north of the Welsh Line (the current, Schuylki l l  Township l ine);

i t  originally contained 9840 acres. This tract was d,ivided and.

surveyed in L733, at which tirne Williarn Lowther purchased the

portion now within VFNHP (Figure f-) .

The Welsh Tract lay south of the Manor of Bilton and west of

Valley Creek. This tract was originally designated for early

Welsh settlers, but was later opened up to general settlement.

(Thibaut Le82).

The Manor of Gilbert included 5000 acres north of the

Schuylkill River, with a border on the Perls.iomen Creek. This

tract was deeded to the London Land Company which made further

subdivisions.

The Manor of Mount Joy, which lay south of the Schuylkill

River and east of VaIIey Creek, was granted to Wit l iam Penn's

daughter Letitia in L683. The tract had sorne early European

sett lement, but major divisions were not forrnalized unti l  L74L

when at least L7 parcels were conveyed representing almost one



Figure #r

1 3

L733 Survey of WiI l iam Lowther's Manor of Bi l ton

(Tay lo r  Papers  Vo I .  9 ,  No .  l - 865  HSP) .
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half of the original acreagie (See Philadelphia Deed Book G-1,

p .  4 0 1 - ,  4 0 6  i  G - 2 ,  p .  4 L 0  i G 3 , p  .  3 6  |  9 3 , 9 7 , L O 2 ,  L 4 L  |  3 - 4 5  |  2 5 O ,  2 6 3 ,  3 3 4 ,  5 l - 9  i

G - 4  , p . 2 4 )  .

of the properties included in this study, six appear to have

been l ived on by European sett lers prior to L73O. These include

the Henry Pawling (II),  Abijah Stephens, David Stephens, John

Havard, Jr.,  John Moore (II) and Benjamin Jones farms. Between

L74o and L760 the propert ies of Wil l iam Currie, Maurice

Stephens, James Vaux, John Beaver, Estate of John Wilkinson and

James White were established. Further subdivision of existing.

parcels in the L76O's resulted in the establishment of the

ENCAMPMENT PERIOD I,AND OWNERSHTP

Twentyfour tracts of land which existed wholly or partly

within the present Park as of December L777 were identified and

provided the focus for the search for site specific information

on land use.

Chester County
Schuylkill (formerly charlestown) Twp:

David Potts/Wrn. Dewees, trr. Property
(Parcels  A and C)

James White Farm
Tredyffrin Twp: John Beaver Farm

Will ian Currie Farm
Estate of Samson Davis Farm
John Havard, Jr. Farm

(Parcels A and B)
Samuel Havard Farm
Benjamin Jones Farm
Abijah Stephens Farm
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Montgomery County (Philadelphia County until L784)-Upper 
Merion Twtr): Peter Matson, Sr- Property

John Moore (I.I) Farm
Mordecai Moore Farm
David Potts/Wil l iam Dewees, Jt.

PropertY (Parcels B,D and E)
fsaac Potts ProPertY
David StePhens Farm
Maurice StePhens Farm
Estate of John Wilkinson Farrn

Providence Twp: Henry Pawling (II) Farm rrwalnut Hillrl
Willian ShePPard Farm
James Vaux .Farm 

rrFatlandsrl

John Waggonseller Farm

Map of Land ownership in the Encampment Period

The map of property ownership in Decembet L777 (Figure 2)

was constructed by drawing each parcel to scale using metes and

bounds descriptions found in deeds and wills from the historic

period (Table t-). This technique made it possible to determine

shape of each parcel, its orientation relative to magnetic

north, and its relationship to neighboring tracts. An

additional aid in placing individual properties were nineteenth

century farm maps (Breou L883 and Snith L893).

Mordecai Moore, Samuel Havard, Isaac Potts, David Potts/Willian

Dewees, Jr., Samson Davis, Will iam Sheppard and John

Waggonseller properties.

property descriptions often included references to roads,

other survey lines such as the Welsh Line, ot natural boundaries

such as stream and river banks. However, few property

descriptions contained absolute geographic reference points, and

l

i-

l

I
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TabLe 1 --Doanrntatim of Ercarprent era [*d orerstrip ad netes dd bdrds
descriptics for ne of VaLl.qg Forle Naticrel Historical Park

O,rershio lbtesS8csrb
PrGrty crdtoc Grfltee Yn. Co. B@k/paqe Co. Book/page

Jdn Bea\€r Jdn Beaver, Margaret (Hife) 1779 C Estate f3247 C 0-550
died

tln. Qrie Jdn Beaver 1767 C 0-550

ttn. Orrie tin. Orrie Thcnre tbLker 1n1 C @-3
estate of J6. I'ln. Qrrie 17@ C P-1? C GZ-IJ
tliLl.iam P-'l.?9

Estate of $eriff Jdln Erom 1785 C 2-176
Sarcm Davis Est. of Sarsdt lrlargaret tlitl,iars 1Tl1 C C docket C R-167

Drvis R-167

Jcfn Hanard, Jr. Estate of Jdyr Jdn Havard Davis 1797 C Estate #5%. C N-'lS

Parcel A llavard, Jr. C G363

c P-412

C B-81/t

Estate of Jdn Jdn Hanard. Jr. 17m C Estate *551

Havard, Sr.

Jdn Hanard, Jr. Jdn ltanard, Jr. Jdnr Harard Davis 1797 C Estate #4504

Parcel B Abijdr SteC'€rE Jotrr tlavard, Jr. 1m C T-tA7 C I-tO7

San€t l{arard Sar.et lla\rard Jdn tlavard Davis 18ffl C Estate *5512

Jdnr llavard, Sr. sar.el. l{arard '1763 C lt-l% C N-1q5

Benjanin Jcres Estate of Chartes Japs 1815 C Estate 6192

Berjanin Jores

Jacob ftsrEs Benjanin Jcres 1776 c Y-310 c Y-310

Peter l,latsql, Sr. Peter &atsm, Sr. Isa& lilatscn 1778 P llitt #147 P 3-71

tlenry Partirg(Il) Peter l,latscn, Sr. P Uila #147

Jdn M@re (II) Jdrt l,loore (II) Jdn lloore (lll) 178,7 P Adn *55

Estate of Jdn Jdn tloore (ll) 17& A 17'M 1,1 5-195

John l,t@re (l)

Itfor&cai lfoore Adn. of Isae ilore 186 il 16-366 E $-rc

llor*cai l'loore

f Jdn ll@re (II) llortlecai ltloore 17& L 17-M

{ t . '  
'  , i  '

Herry Parl.irg Estate of H€rry tlerry Partire (III) 179'l 14 Nl #976 n 41-gl
Pantirg (l l)

Estate of tldry to dtitch€n c. 1739 P Adn. D-1@

Partirs (I) lJi l ' l  S
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t
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I
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Prrrty

Potts/Oe€es

Parcet A

Gra-ltof

David Potts

tln. Derces

J6. htts

J6. Potts

Grdltee

Isae Potts

Isae Potts

tin. Derc€s

David Potts

Co. Book/Pase

n 3-417
il 5-415

rct r€c.
rpt r€c.

lbtesS8di*

Co. eook/Pile

H 3-415

o.rershio

1W
1ru
178
1m

Pottsne€es

Parcel B

David Potts,

died

Jc. Potts

Estate

Darid Potts

1798

1TB

Estate
#1t&
66-55

I

l'l

65-55

t-
f'

I
I
t,
{

I
I
1
t

Potts/De€es

Parccl C

tJn. Derces Isa* Potts 1& 3-415 R-441

Potts/De€es

Parcet D

Da/id Potts ad

!tn. Derces

Peter Gt*kitt

Isar Potts

Da/id Potts a.d

Lln. D€|€es

1ru

17t6

3-413

rpt r€c.

3-413

Potts/Oer€es

Parcet E

David Potts

J6. Potts

tln. Davis

Da/id Potts

t&
lm

le-85
66-55

65-55
l l

Isse Potts Isa* Potts

Jdn Potts

Benj. Rotl,ad

Isae Potts

17W

1 m
tl

t{

66-68
!,il,t #18 t,i l .t #189

ttn. $t€ppard tln. sh€fpard

Thc. Rcsitec

Jaccb Laercrt

ttn. Sh€frd

D1I-&
r14-'.t37

| 14-157I 7&l
'r761

P

P

Abij*r SteFh€rt Abij* Stqct€rs

lln GodfrqT

D€valLt Beatler

Abij*r Ste$n

I E

I r l

Ir2-115
R-!47 R-t&3c

Da/id St{r€rs Estate of
David stCrers
ilomis Edprds

Abij*r Stef'cr l71S

Etiz*eth Sterhct 17tl

x

P

6 16?B

Estate trro

?f.1%
72-618
11-4%

ll

tl

M

{

t
i
t

Itlarice StS*ErB ltarice StCErt

Estate qf

El.eilor E\dts

tltr l{erl/

lhrice Ste/tcrr
(grsdsar)

18Q5

rrol
tl

P

61-5q,
Estate fl85 6-ib3

JarEs Var( JarEs Va.o(

JarEs lbrgil

Jdn Edtl.in Atten

JilEs Var(

r &
1 m

7-W
t1z-y.

r
P

l,lort.

xl5-406 t
Jdn t&ggasetter heirs of Jdrt llerry tliser

llagg{Eetter
'tah Port# ,:; :-J(ffi I'bggbrsdfLer

l.re r 2-149

,r,.t'i.,i 1'.1,.' ,':,roi. 
re";!

n 2-149

.',i+i i 1,, lr 1'li :i; .i" :

Jams hhite Jarcs fhite

Rcbert lhite

tln.Bodtq/

Jams tftite

.,'rE C
:,'7'l c

v-556
v-555 v-555 t

Estate of

Jdn Lli Lkirscn

John tlil.kirsm,

died

$reriff
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I
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P

,dn- 112

sheriff book P shefiff book

^1-81 N-?51
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T&te 1 ccntirued

Roads sorce of mtes drC bcuds

\€€r ccoty book&qe

Bak$cuse to B+tist Rod 1810 C D-166

B+tist Rod 17fi/6 c cRP v.3 p.29

Rod to YeLLcn *rirgs 1768 C *p V.11 p.3

Road to f,l@re l{att 176 C Rod Dcket A-2

Certi f ied Historic Stnrtures

101 David Stqfiers lkrse (Vamrnrs q€rters)

1e Hitl.ian Arrie llo.se (Stirtirg,s Qnrters)
lCl Da/id Potts tlqrse

IU Estate of Sarsan Davis llcuse (lfir(rs qErters)

16 llortbcai il@re llqrse
106 Sartt l{arard HdJse (Lafq/etters Q.rarters)
1W Jams hhite tlqse (Ste.ben ilgroriat Inforrrticn C€r'/ter)
lG Isac Potts Hase (lHrirgtmrs lteadqlarters)
lGA Isae Potts St$te
1@ Potts Bam

11?l- llarice SteFhers $rirgtqse
116 lledr Grqle $rirdtsse
1tS llerry Pa,rl.irg Il lbsiqr (tbtrut l{itt)
143A Hanry Padirg II $rinddse
lI&, Site of Fattards Farm gnirt'rorse

OJttl^rsl. Featues

1 Site sf JarEs Va.o( tlcuse

2 Site of Herry P*ltirg ll tlo.rse

3 site qf Isas Potts, Grist ltill

4 site of L*r forge

5 Site sf t*r forge &n

5 Site of rmr forge

7 PGsibte site of dnrcet prodrtidl

8 P6sibl.e site of dtarcet prodrtiqr

1-9



2 0

{
i
\

i

many of those mentioned, such as the mouth of Valley Creek, have

shifted over t ime. Therefore, constructing the map was akin to

assembl ing a j igsaw puzzle

Many parcels corresponded well with several reference

points, thus giving some assurance that they were accurately

placed on the map. In that category were: the Wil l iarn Currie,

Maurice Stephens, James Vaux, Henry Pawling (ff),  John

Waggonseller, John Havard, Jt.,  Samuel Havard, Mordecai Moore,

John Moore (If),  Abijah Stephens, John Beaver, Benjamin Jones

and Wilt iam Sheppard farms and the Peter Matson, Jt.,  Isaac

Potts and David Potts/Wil l ian Dewees, Jr. (Parcel E) propert ies.

For other parcels the exact allignment of boundaries was

less certain, either because few reference points were

recognizable, or because of inconsistencies or apparent errors

in the original surveys. For example, the description of the

James White Farm mentioned trees on the banks of the Schuylkill

River and Valley Creek, a road, and the Bilton Line (now the

boundary between Schuylkill and Tredyffrin Townships). But the

cornbination of these points did not fit the modern map exactly.

Several of the Potts/Dewees parcels were also diff ieult to

assemble and the descriptions of at least three of them (Parcels

A, C and D) that should adjoin one another did not fit exactly,

probably because of inaccurate surveying along the steep wooded

slopes of Valley Creek.
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The Samson Davis Farm was described as having had an eastern

boundary perpendicular to the Chester County line. However,

property descriptions of the two adjacent tracts to the east

(David Pot ts /Wi l l iarn Dewees,  Jr .  (Parcel  E)  and John Havard,  JT.

(Parcel B) showed a more obligue angler ds did later maps (Breou

l-883). For that reason the l ine was mapped to correspond with

the more recent information.

The David Stephens' tract, ds shown in Figure 2, was

reconstructed by cornbining the parcets held by his three

children after his death, as a single metes and bounds

descript ion of the entire farm was not available.

ownership information and/or boundaries shown in Figure 2

differs for several parcels from information presented by

Garrigues (L897, VFNHP Archives) and subsequently by Thibaut

(l-982). Changes are represented for the Estate of Samson Davis

Farrn, the fsaac Potts Property, the David Stephens Farm, the

David Potts/Wil l iarn Dewees Property (Parcels A and C), the

Samuel Havard Farm, the Peter Matson, Sr. Property, the John

Beaver Farm, the John Waggonseller farrn and the Benjamin Jones

Farm. A detailed discussion of the ownership of each tract

along with chains of t i t le are included in a later section of

this report

The two encampment era roads for which detailed descriptions

were available were also mapped, however, the al ignments differ

sl ightly from those shown by Thibaut ( i-982). Based on a metes

I

I
I



2 2

and bounds descr ipt ion (Chester Co. ORp VoI.  f I ,  p.  33,  L76g),

the road to Ye1low Springs was placed south of the modern Yellow

springs Road. rn that position it could be seen to fit traces

of an old road visible on modern aerial photographs. Likewise

the description of the road through va11ey Forge virrage (known

as Nutt Road or the road to Moore HalI) indicated a bend

northward from the current road just west of the village

(Chester Co. Road Docket A-2, L725). Traces of that original

road course are also visible on modern aerial photographs and on

the L883 farm nap (Breou 1883).

The pattern of land ownership in the nineteenth century

resulted from further subdivision of earlier parcels. As a

result many eighteenth century property boundaries persisted at

the beginning of the twentieth century. There is a strong

possibility that recorded surveys of late nineteenth and early

twentieth century property boundaries with references to more

modern bench marks could be used to locate encampment era

property lines and buildings with greater precision. Such an

effort, however, was beyond the scope of this study.

I

I



. 2 3

VISIBLE TRACES OF PROPERTY BOUNDARIES

When land ownership inforrnation was overlain on a j.995

aerial photograph of the Park, numerous linear features which

are currently visible in the landscape were found to correspond

with encampment era property rines (Figure 2). More than twelve

miles of tree l ines, fencerows, f ield edges, woodland boundaries

and roads which represent encampment period land divisions were

noted.

Field Survey

A field survey of an existing fencerow on the property line

dividing the Benjamin Jones Farm and John Havard, Jr. parcer B

was conducted. The location and species of woody prants was

recorded and the diameter at breast height (dbh) was measured

for all t,rees. Four large trees were cored using an increment

borer and their age estimated from the tree rings. The

objective was to observe what this linear feature consisted of

and, i f  possible, to gather evidence of i ts origin.

The line consisted of scattered trees, shrubs and vines

growing along a gentle ridge or berm that runs across the

slope. There was no sign of a wall  or fence. The largest trees

were Ouercus velutina (black oak), but the most numerous were
:

Cornus f lorida (f lowering dogwood), Juglans nigra (b1ack

walnut), Celt is occidental is (hackberry), Ulmus americana

(American elrn) and l{alus pumila (appfe). Bird disseminated
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shrubs and vines such as Toxicodendron radicans (poison ivy),

Lonicera japonica (Japanese honeysuckle), Celastrus orbiculatus

(oriental bittersweet) and Euonymus sp. grew under the trees.

The largest tree could not be cored due to a rotten center,

but the age of the second largest tree, 7Q years, was estimated

by extrapolation from a part ial core (see Appendix F, Table 2).

A11 of the trees showed remarkably rapid growth, probably

because of the fert i le soi l  (Hagerstown si l t  loam) and freedom

from competition. From this it was concluded that, all of the

trees along this l ine probably originated during the 2oth

century.

Woody plants probably grew along this line because a break

in the pattern of land management occurred there. Plowing,

mowing and grrazing practices that excluded woody plants were

interrupted at property boundaries either by fences or by the

reluctance of an adjacent property owner to cross into his

neighbor's land, giving woody plants a refuge. once

established, the woody plants themselves caused a break in

maintenance practices between adjacent fields even after parcels

were consolidated as these were when aquired by the state.

Similar lines of trees are conmon in and around the Park and

were mentioned in encampment era deed descriptions. Thus,

although the plants along this line were determined to be of

relatively recent origin, the process that allowed them to

becorne established and to grow was one that has probably

persisted since the land. was f irst cleared by early farmers.

l
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The berm that extended across the slope along this 1ine was

probably the result of increased erosion of prowed rand on the

uphil l  side of the l ine which moved soil  to the downhil l  side of

the f ield. An archeological dig across this boundary might shed

more light on the exact cause of the berm.

. NATURAL RESOURCES

Geology

The geology of Valley Forge is dominated by three bands of

bedrocl that run generally east and west (Figure 3). A r idge of

erosion-resistant chickies euartzite underlies Mount Joy and

Mount Misery and forms the steep slopes along valley creek

(Figure +). A broad, rol l ing valley of Ledger Formation

limestone and dolonite ries south of Mount Joy and Mount Misery

and the Grand Parade. A belt of Traissic sandstone and shale

underlies the northern half of the park resulting in gently

sloping fields and occasional steeper areas along the river and

tributary streams. Smaller, scattered deposits of recent

alluviurn l ie along the flood plains of the Schuylkil l  River,

Valley Creek and small tributary streams. In addition, a small

surface deposit of Quarternary sands, gravels and

wind-transported sedirnents (loess) lies between Mount Joy and

the Grand Parade.

The earliest record of economic interest in the geological

resources of the Valley Forge area is contained in deeds for the



5);.:,".. €
* ) i



FIGURE

CEOLOGY

Es i -  ScKToN FoRivlATloN
: . : : cs tone,  mudstone and sha le )

€  |  - : l ' : : R  F O R M A T I O N
' . - l  g raY  do lomi te )

€Ah  . ' . . . - , :TAM AND HARPERS FERRY FORMATION

-; . - - ' : iz i te ,  phy l l i te  and sch is t )

€ c h  -  - \ l E S  F O R M A T I O N
':-. , ,- tzi te ,  quartz schist and slate)

T p b : : ' . \ s A u K E N A N D B R I D G E T o N F O R M A T I O N S
..  ] IFFERENTIATED

: - :  r  c  and gravel )

Tcm

Kp

:  ; ' :  \  M A W R  F O R M A T I O N
: . : : . c  and s i l t )

:  . I  . . ,PSCO FOR, \ lATION
' .  - ' - i s i n o u s  c l a Y  a n d  b e d s  o f  s a n d )

. R . R Y

r . ]CK CEOLOCY OF VALLEY FORCE
' , , - -  ] \AL ,  HISTORICAL PARK BASED ON:  BERC,
-  , . , A . S  M .  A N D  C H R I S T I N E  M .  D O D C E  1 9 8 1 .
,  1 - -  cF  PRELINI lNARY oUAg:RA!CLE,MAP- l  9 I

"  
. . S Y L V A N I A . _  E L R E A U  O F  T O P O C R A P H I C
-=OtOCrc SL R' \ ' 'EY, HARRISBURC' PA'

tu

=:: -a

---=
1 - t -4
4z ,z/\'-
(  , -  , l

t \ .

\ \ i

't

e
z,<



\
I

I

,i i., ),1 /,

i i.r [:
',t.'

_ _ _ i . _ _ _

r <t --=1

;-: \  {  
-

',lit
t

\
bt

,'/z--'-\\

{6>



r luur-{tr

STEEP SLOPES

ffi $% sLoPE

AREAS OF VALLEY FORCE NATIONAL
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Based  on  topograph ic  base  map  o f
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purchase of mineral r ights on the Abijah stephens Farm in

L722-L743 (PMHS deed collection). rron ore was known to have

occurred in upper Merion Township, Montgomery county in the area

west of the Schuylki l l  River and Henderson Station (pennsylvania

Department of rnternar Affairs Topographic and Geologic survey

L944.)  rn  addi t ion woodman (L922,  p.  l -38)  repor ted that  copper

was mined in the Valley Forge area

Limestone (or dolornite) constitutes an important natural

resource of the Park area. uti l ization of the r imestone

resources was indicated by ruins of r imekilns on the Maurice

Stephens and Estate of Samson Davis farms, a L783 reference to a

lirnekiln on the James Vaux Farrn (Pennsylvania Gazette February

26, 1783) and an indication that potts purchased rirne from

Thomas John (see Thibaut, p.L74). Arthough some farmers were

using l ime on the i r  f ie lds as ear ly  as the LTsors,  not  unt i l

1,780 was the practice conmon ( t.enon L972, . The L7g3

advertisement for the vaux properry mentions rimed fields

(Pennsyrvania Gazet te,  February 26,  1783) .  The forge was arso a

l ikely consumer of locally guarried l irnestone which was used in

refining iron ore.

It  should be noted that although the remains of l i rneki lns

can be seen today on the Maurice Stephens and Estate of Samson
: , ,  ;  .  I  j

Davis farmsr no references to these structures vrere found in any

of the eighteenth century descripti.ons of these properties

indicating that the existing l i inekilns 'rere probably of

nineteenth century origin.
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oldmixon (1-708) stated that the f irst l imestone in America
t

was found in Letitia Pennts Manor of Mount Joy. However, this ';

reference may not be accurate because it is known that limestone

was being guarried in Plymouth Meeting as early as l-688. A

letter from James Fox to Wil l iarn Penn in L688 stated that

limestone had been found in Plymouth Meeting and was being

delivered to Philadelphia. (CCHS)

So i I s

Soils are an enduring feature of the landscape. With the

exception of land surface that has been radically altered by

more recent human activity (e.9. the l imestone guarries, road

cut and f i l l  and the dredge spoil  basins), current soi ls over

rnuch of the Park are probably good indicators of the suitability

of the area for agriculture during the encampnent period. The

soils in the Park can be grouped according to the parent

material from which they formed, which in turn is strongly

influenced by geology and topography (Table 2).

Soils formed from both the limestone and the shale deposits

within the Park have been classified by the Soil conservation

Service as having moderate to high fertility and as being

{

1

suitable for a variety of crops (USDA l-963, USDA L967r. t
. , .  r  .  . , .  I  i  ,  1 . .  : j

Soils forrned on quart izite are classif ied as moderate to low

ferti l i ty (USDA L963, USDA L967'). They often occur on rocky,

dry uplands or steep slopes. within the Park most of these

soils occur in the vicinity of Mount Joy and Mount Misery. The
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forge owners bought large areas of this forest and there is

evidence that charcoal was produced there.

Quartzite soils can be suitable for crops where they occur

on moderate grades with mininal stones. Such areas occurred

south of Mount Joy and Mount Misery and east of Washington's

Headquarters (Figure 3, Figure 4) .

Al luvial soi ls occur where sediments are deposited on the

floodplains of water courses. Well drained al luvia1 soils can

sustain rovr crops, but in many areas they are subject to

seasonal flooding and/or high water t,able making them better

suited to hay or pasture (USDA L963, USDA L967). Broad

floodplain areas along the banks of Valley Creek and the

Schuylkill River were probably used for hay or pasture. Narrow

strips of alluvia1 soil along small streams probably received

the same use as surrounding Iand. No large land areas within

the Park were wet enough year round to have been the site of

natural meadows. The smal1 pockets of soils between Mount troy

and the Grand Parade that were formed on Quarternary sedirnents

are of moderate fert i l i ty with characterist ics sini iar to the

surrounding land

Soils provided general clues to land use before the

encampment, but few that were definitive. Farming was done

where soils were fert i le and slopes gentte. Poor, rocky soils

renained forest covered and were used for wood products such as

charcoal. Areas with poorly drained soils were probably used as

I _
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meadows, although without human intervention, the vegetation on

these areas would l ikely have been f loodplain forest.

Forests

Southeastern Pennsylvania lies within the eastern deciduous

forest zone (Braun L95O) and as such was largely tree-covered

when the first European settlers arrived. The first step in

establishing farms was clearing the land.

Tax records and newspaper advertisements provided d.ata on

the extent of cleared versus forested land in the Valley Forge

area during the eighteenth century. A tax record for

Charlestown and Tredyffrin Townships in L76O included figures

for total acreage and land sown, cleared or forested (Papers of

the Shippens Fani ly p.  L7-L9 and 103-104, HSP).  This record

indicated that the land was st,ill 59 percent forested at that

time

Progressive clearing of the land apparently occurred in the

early to nid l-70o's and by the end of the century a pattern of

30 percent forest cover was established. Newspaper

advertisements for land in Charlestown and Tredyffrin townships

during the period L814 to L824 confirmed that approximately 30

percent"of the land was. wooded at that t ime (ccHS)

Farm wood lots were important sources of fence posts and

rails, f irewood and building materials. Whether any of the

woodlots present in the Park today represent the location of
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original farm woodlots is not known, but some deductions can be

made based on topography, hydrology and soils inforrnation.

Steep slopes (Figure 4) and soils too wet for cult ivation were

most l ikely to remain forest covered. Tree ages in present day

stands, €rs detennined by coring, showed most trees to be less

than L00 years old. A L4O year old hemlock on the banks of

Val1ey Creek was the oldest tree recorded. However, individual

trees present novr are only the latest stage in forest

succession. A study of soi l  in the Park would also help to

determine land use history of specific sites by revealing which

areas had been plowed and which had not.

Species Composition of Early Forests

A recognized technique for reconstructing species

conposition of early forests involves the tallying of t,ree

species cited as property boundary markers (witness trees) in

early deeds. A survey of deeds covering the encampment period

for the 24 tracts of land described in this report provided a

relativellr snall sample (a total of 84 citations). However, the

data did give some indication of contemporary forest makeup.

Hickory, black oak, white oak and spanish oak were the most

commonly mentioned species. Also recorded were chestnut oak,.

gunr sugar (rnaple), elm, mulberry, sassafras, water beech,

walnut, buttonwood, dogwood and chestnut (see Table 3 for the

complete l ist). These data were consistent with a description

t,
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T$l'e 3 Tr€e *€cies nenticed in late lD's deed cbscriptics of VFNTF prcperties. The deecb *ridr rcre the strr-ce
of these data rere the salt qes *ridr prwi*d the rEtes dd bdrds cbscripticE ptotted in Figre ? (see T$te 1).

$ecies

Hickory

Bl.ack Oak

thite Oak

Oak

S*tish Oak

C|estrut

em
S{Er

lbter Beedr

6€strut Oak
El.m

rutberry
Scsafras

Brttarcd

tbtrut

Doged

Appte

lfrber of

citati-crs
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13
12
10
7
4
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2
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1
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1
1
1
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of forest composition contained in a letter of March 4, 18L4

from Isaac Wayne, Ese. to Richard Peters. Species mentioned

were white oak, black oak, spanish oak, chestnut and hickory.

(PSPA Memoi rs  Vo l .  I I I ,  p .  374 377) .

Kuchler (L964) placed southeastern Pennsylvania within the

Appalachian Oak Forest, a vegetation type dominated by ouercus

alba (white oak) and ouercus rubra (red oak). Secondary species

cited by Kuchler as also occurring in this forest type were

Ouercus velutina (b1ack oak), Ouercus muhlenbergii (chestnut

oak), Castanea dentata (American chestnut), Carya cgrdiformis

(bitternut hickoryl , Carva glabra (pignut hickory) , Carya

tomentosa (mockernut hickory), Acer rubrum (red naple) and Acer

saccharurn (sugar maple) as well as a number of other broad-Ieaf,

deciduous species. This classification is supported by the data

cited above.

Encampment Period Forest Cover

The Duportail map (Figure 5 and Thibaut L982'), is the only

known representation of land use believed to be contemporary to

the encampment period. It showed about 3O percent of the land

in the Valley Forge area to have been covered by forests

including large blockq on ltount Joy, Mount Misery and steep

slopes along the Schuylkill River. Duportail did not show

forests outside these areas even though some were mentioned in

property descriptions. It seems likely that forest remnants on

t
i-
i
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land that was mainly farrned occurred in scattered woodlots and

hedgerows that were not militarily significant and thus not

represented by Duportai l .

A l-783 advert isement (Pennsytvania Gazette, February 26,

J.783) for Fatlands Farm also referred to the land being one

third in timber at that time. Much of this must have been early

successional growth if  the accounts of use of al l  local sources

of wood b1r the troops during the winter of L777-78 are accurate

(Thibaut  L982) .

Since the encamprnent the steep slopes have regained their

forest cover although species composition has been affected by

the spread of Chestnut blight (old Chestnut stumps are st,ill

visible in a few spots) and repeated gypsy moth infestations.

Charcoal Production

The forges, which required large amounts of wood for

charcoal production, also depended on the local forest

resources. Way (L986) estimated that the average furnace used

800 bushels of charcoal every 24 hours and over a year's time

reguired 240 or more acres of woodland. Potts and Deweest large

holdings in the Mount Joy area and along Val'Iey Creek reflected

their 
'desire 

to coritiol an ample wood soiirCe to" support the , 
'

t

I

Evidence of charcoal making

investigations of forested areas

was sought during field

near the forge location and
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t
t

within areas on both sides of Valley Creek shown as being

forested on the Duportai l  map (Figure 5).

Several possible charcoal rnaking sites were identif ied as

broad, 1ow mounds with no surface rock and very dark or black

surface soil  containing numerous charcoal bit,s (see Figure 2)

While prelirninary investigations suggest that these were

locations of charcoal production, archeological investigations

wil l  be needed to test the age and signif icance of these

deposits and to dist inguish then from residue from forest f ires.

RECORDS OF FARM CROPS AND LIVESTOCK HOLDINGS

OF FARMS WITHTN VFNHP AT THE TIME OF THE ENCAMPMENT

Tax records for Providence and Upper Merion Townships in

Montgomery (Philadelphia) County and Schuylki l l  (Charlestown)

and Tredyffr in Townships, in Chester County, as well as the L798

Federal Direct Tax provided infornation on acreage, and numbers

of catt le, horses, swine and sheep per farm in the VFNHP area

for  the per iod L760-1798.  Wi I ls ,  inventor ies,  depredat ion

claims and advertisements for property and,/or sheriff sales from

the period L757 to L823 provided urore detailed breakdowns of

i
t

t
t
i
I
I

crops and l ivestock (see'tables incl,t ided with individual
!,.,i9rr';d.F''/4?:J.j.itafILtsl';+;5''Y3l'w:,'Rtf'i4.^1&btiiTjp}!i:l{$.j}i\'}v${}F

property descr ipt ions in a later sect ion of  th is report) .

Although the tables include infornation from the first quarter

of the Lgth century, only,data fron the period L754 to L785 were

used to conpile the sunmary presented in Table 4.
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Acreage

Deeds indicated that the average farm size in the Valley

f 'orge area during the period L754-L785 was l-89 acres. (The

fsaac Potts and David Potts/Wil1iam Dewees, Jr. propert ies were

excluded from this calculation as they were not primari ly

farms' ) 

crops

According to the available sources, wheat, oats, rye, hay,

Indian corn, flax and potatoes were the most conmon crops grovtn

at the tirne. Wheat was the main cash crop. Tirnothy and clover

hay were specifically mentioned in an 1-803 advertisement for

Fatlands (see Table 40). Other crops mentioned specifically for t
I

properties in the study area included buckwheat, hernp, clover,

cabbages, pumpkins, hops, turnips, beans, onions, apples, and

peaches. References to trcornrf in addit ion to |t fndian cornrr in

some estate inventories nay actually have been references to

wheat or other grains as the term trcornrr in British usage

referred to a variety of srnall grains

Orchards were mentioned in connection with the Currie, S.

Havard, Jones, I.  Potts and Vaux propert ies (see Tables 9, L6,

18, 29 and 40). A L783 advert isement for Fatlands Farm

I

included Abijah Stephens' l-80L wil l  and an L802 advert isement

4 0

{

t
I
t

for the Mordecai Moore farm which listed an orchard of 300 trees

including apples, . peaches, plums, pears and cherries (see Table

33 and Table 23 respect ively) .

t
t ,

t
L ,

{

t
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Specific references to gardens were found in documents

retating to the farms of James Vaux (Table 40) and Isaac Potts

(Thibaut L982') .  fn addit ion, Abijah Stephens' l-802 wil l

(Montgomery Co. #4974) referred to gardens on his and the

adjacent farms

Livestock

Data on livestock holdings of VFNHP area farms are

summarized in Table 4. The relatively lolrr numbers of livestock

indicate that animals were kept prinarily to satisf,y domestic

needs rather than as a source of products for sale. Average

holdings included four cattle and three horses. Six of the

farms reported having swine with an average of six per farm.

Fifteen of the farms included sheep with an average of twelve

per farm. At least, five of the farms also had beehives, with an

average of five each. Additional livestock nentioned included

oxen, geese, turkeys and other fowl. The few references to

specific breeds of animals which were found are discussed in a

later section of this report.

{ RECORDS 
.dT 

NTARBY FARMS
'r'' : "' 

Data for severai prop"tii"s ciose to the present Park

boundaries reinforced the on-site information. Records of t'he

General Anthony Wayne Farm located in Tredyffrin Township
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mentioned wheat, buckwheat, Indian corn, rye, oats, hay,

potatoes, clover, chestnut rails and limestone (Wayne Farm Book

L784-L82O, HSP).  Wi l l iam Moore of  Moore HaI I ,  located three

miles west of Valley Forqe, f i led a depredation claim in which

he listed the loss of fences and tirnber, five horses and sheep

(Thibaut L982).

A further indication of agricultural activity in the

Philadelphia area was revealed in the record of crops and

prod.uctivity of a farm in Germantown in 1787. Reported in the

Memoirs of the Pennsylvania Society for the Promotion of

Agr icu l ture (PSPA VoI .  6 t  p .  l -39) , i t  l is ted the fo l lowing crops

and yeild f igures: I
IAcreage

2 L
2 4

L2
I
4
1 r/4

Crop

Hay
Wheat

Oats
Buckwheat
fndian corn
Potatoes

Amount

5O tons
7 5 0
doz. sheaves
4OO bu.
155 bu .
l -0O bu.
45O bu.

Another insight into the appearance of the local landscape

was provided by descriptions contained in contemporary newspaper

advertisements of land and farms offered for sale (CCHS). A

survey of QL advertis.enel,ts for properties located in \
,Chaflest0Tl$fi, ahd,:'$rbdlrf,fnein',tovrnshi{,pq:;.dur1.ng! ttfe',,perdo-dj 1.814., tp,,:.,:

L824 was'revealing. Seventy-four percent of the properties

1 " t . , , , : , , , ;  .  l i f
r :  , '  

t  t i j : l :  , ;
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described in the advert isements included orchards of up to L00

trees (nost commonly mentioned were grafted apple trees, but

also peach, plum and cherry). Small fenced f ields (one to eight

acres in size) which were rnentioned in 40 percent of the ads,

were clearly a prominant landscape feature.

Although these advertisements represent a period a little

later than the rnain focus of this report, the freguently cited

reluctanc:e of many farmers to adopt new methods suggests that

w i d e s p r e a d c h a n g e i n t h e a p p e a r a n c e o f t h e 1 a n d s c a p e w a s

probably slow in corning (Lemon L972, p. L73, Fletcher 1-950, p.

L 3 6 ) .

Examples of actual farm layouts are rare. A typical farm

layout is depicted in an l-823 diagram of the Knox family farm

rrselmatr in Norristown (Figure 6). The drawing shows a total

area of approximately L00 acres divided into irregularly shaped

fields of the fol lowing sizes: orchard 5 acres, buckwheat Ll-.2

acres,  rye L0.1-  acres,  corn 8.3 acres,  woodland 28 acres,

pasture L8.4 acres and meadow 18.8 acres. Lines of apple trees

were shown dividing the fields and a garden occupied the area

near the farmhouse (Survey of property of Mrs. Rebeccah Knox,

L823, HSMC. This Knox farnily had no known relationship to the

Knox fanily which owned property within the Park in the L900's).

Unfortunately, no comparable farm map was found for any of

i
I
I

i
;
i
!.

the Park properties, however, data reported for Park properties
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Figure 6 L823 Survey of t tselmarr, the property of Mrs. Rebecca

Knox of Norristown (HSMC)
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was consistent with the general organization depicted in this

diagram

An etching by Charles Wilson Peale, published in Columbia

Magazine Vol .  I t  Apr i l  L7B7 (or ig ina l  a t  the His tor ica l  Society

of Delaware), depicted a landscape between Wilrnington, DE and

the Delattare River as open land divided into many small fields

by post and rail fences. Trees were shown in the background

lining the river bank. Another representation of a rural

landscape within 50 niles of Valley Forge was provided by the

painting rrThe Batt le of Princetonrr executed in the late L780's

by William Mercer (HSP). The painting showed an open landscape

with scattered trees, farrnhouses and post and rail fences.

COMPARTSON WITH PUBLISHED ACCOUNTS OF 18TH CENTURY

AGRICULfiJRE IN SOUTHEASTERN PENNSYLVANTA

Acreage

In general the data for farms within or near VFNHP are

consistent with sini lar statist ics cited by Lemon (Lg72) and

Fletcher (1950) for Southeastern Pennsylvania during the L8th

century. The average farm size for the VFNHP area, L89 acres,

is somewhat, larger than the 125 acres cited by Lemon (L972) or

the l-35 acre figure urentioned fcir L765 by Fletcher (1950) . The

proximity to the Schuy1kill River, which facilitated

1,,
{

I

I
I

I
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transportation of farm products to city markets (Fletcher p.

239) rnay have contributed to the greater prosperity and larger

land holdings of local farmers.

Crops

Crop frequency data for VFNHP were very similar to those

reported by both Lemon and Fletcher. The finding that wheat and

oats were the most conmon crops being grown in the Valley Forge

area in the late 1,700's was in agreement with Lemon who also

cited bucknheat, fndian corn and rye as frequent products of

southeastern Pennsylvania farms of that period. According'to

Lemon most farms also grew potatoes, turnips, purnpkins, f1ax,

and hemp (Lemon,  p.  152) .

Fletcher also cited wheat as the main cash crop throughout

Pennsylvania unti l  the L790's when practices to restore and

naintain soil fertility made it possible to grow corn more

successful ly (Fletcher L95O, p. l-43) According to Lemon the

averagie farmer in Chester, Lancaster, Northampton and Franklin

Counties sowed eight to ten acres of winter grain, particularly

wheat (Lemon L972, p. 2041. fn addit ion, wheat and rye were

often sowed, and hanrrested, together (Fletcher, p. 151) , a

pragtigg.. in{ic?!ed,b1r.,the wiII of Jacob PauJ- . (}Igptgomery Co,

Estate #Ua) and the depredation clairn of William DeWees

(Thibaut L982). Naned variet ies of wheat were not available

unt i l  the n id L800's ,  (F letcher  1-950,  p .  1-45) .  Accord ing to

I
L ,
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I
I
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Wa1lace, the corn grown in the northeast at that tirne was most

l i ke Iy  to  be  f l i n t  co rn  (Wa l lace  L955 .  rp .  L34 ) .  Va r ie t y

inforrnation for other crops was not available.

Hay, another major crop, occupi-ed about 2o acres per farm

wi th an addi t ional  20 acres in  pasture (Lemon L972,  p.1-60) .  Low

lying land along streams or rivers was favored for hay

production or grazing. often d.rainage channels, dikes or

subsurface drains were constructed to facilitate the use of

poorly drained land (Lemon L972, p. L75). The Duportai l  nap

(Thibaut L982) has slnrbols in the floodplain along the south

bank of the Schuylkill River in the vicinity of the Matson and

Wilkinson properties which could be interpreted as drained or

irrigated meadows. Irrigated or rrwateredrr meadows were also,

developed along streams where natural water flow could be

diverted into a series of channels to supply all parts of the

Iand (Lemon L972r-p--  L75r- -  F letcher  L950,  P- .  L55) .  l {ent iQn of

rrwatered neadowsrr hras included in descriptions of the Vaux,

Pawling and Jones properties

Ear1y pasture often consisted of falIow land, rrbrush

pasturerr or woodlands which provided only meagre sustenance for

cattle and other livestock. Drained or irrigated bottomland was

sometimes used as pennanent pasture. Early settlers relied on
, .  . . '  : ' l t , , ,  . ,  . ' . .  . , . . , , _ . . ' , : . , : , .  , : 1 . : . ' . ' . . i  . , . . . . . ' . . ' . '  

. .  : . .

naturally occurring grasses such as Elyrnu9 riparius (wild rye)

and Andropogon scoparius (little bluestem) to fulfill the forage

needs of grazingr animals (Edwards L948). KaIm also reported

i
t
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that sedges (Carex species) vrere gathered from natural meadows

( K a I n  L 7 7 O r .

However, these native plants proved inadeguate, especially

for hay, and forage grasses from Europe including Phleum

pratense (tinothy), Dactylis glomerata (orchard qrrass), Lolium

perenne (perennial rye), Agrostis alba (redtop) and Poa gratense

(bluegrass) were introduced prior to l-750 (Fletcher, p. L54 and

personal communication from Dr. Morris Decker, forage crop

specialist at the University of Maryland).

By 1800 the use of lirne and gypsum and the cultivation of

clover and grasses suclr as timothy and orchard grass led to the

establishment of permanent upland meadows which !'rere more

productive and less demanding. The first permanent upland

pasture appeared in L790 in southeastern Pennsylvania (Fletcher,

p .  L s e ) .

Undoubtedly some grasses and other pasture weeds were

introduced inadvertently as contanlnants of plants or aninals

brought by European settlers. l,lany of these plants have become

well established components of the naturalized flora of the

state (Wherry et al . L979') .

Lemon  (1972 ,  p .  158 )  and  F le t che r  (1950 ,  p .

indicated that peach, apple and cherry orchards

components of the local landscape. Before L80O

1::: ! '  i i " ' : ' '  . r . ,  1,, , '  . . ," l  ; ' ,  . . ' ,  r .  , .  i : , :  .  i l l i  I

2o7I both

9tere conmon

fruit trees were

{

I
t
t
I
i
f

',.;';,i{u,,1

I
t
L
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often grown in pastures and pruned only enough to raise the

limbs above the reach of grazing animals (Hetrick L950). An

average farm included LOO-LsO trees (two acres). Although no

references to specif ic variet ies of fruits were found in this

study, Lemon cited an l-804 l ist ing from the wil l iam Coxe nursery

in Burlington, NJ which included L22 varieties of peaches, 97 of

pears , 52 of cherries and 85 of apples including Newton Pippin

and Spi tzenbergen (Lernon L972,  p.  L95) .  The Landreth seed

house, established in Pbiladelphia in 1784, also offered an

extensive selection of fruits (Fletcher 1-950, p. 2L7,

A few small nurseries, including one in Germantown, offered

grafted trees prior to the encampment period, however i t  wasntt

until about 1-820 that the advantages of named varieties erere

widely  recognized (F letcher  1950,  p.2L7) .  The major  use of

fruits-was the production of cider and other beverages

A modern source of many antique apple variet ies is J.E.

Mi l ler  Nurser ies,  Inc.  o f  Canadaigua,  NY L4424.

Gardens

It seems likely that all period farnsteads included a

proninent kitchen garden. Fletcher (1950, p. 226, cited several

{- , , ' , t ,  t , ' , ' , ,  ' , i?cqglnt:r ' ,F{,} tth centurv observers who testified to the
. . - ' . l . ' ' : . i . ' . ' : . . : - . j , ' ' . l ' . ; - . ' ' : . .

l

freguency with which vegetable plots occurred in the landscape.

I
I
f

Di l lon (L986)  prov ided addi t ional  ins ight  in to th is  aspect  o f

land use. Her research j-ndicated that kitchen garden size was
i
I

I
i
I
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related to the number of family members and rang'ed from one to

four acres. Gardens were usually located near the house with

good soil and fuII sun important factors in the choice of a site

( D i I l o n  L e 8 6 ) .

As for the plants that were grown in late Lgth century

kitchen gardens, Dil1on was the best source of infornation. Her

thesis included a l ist of 93 species of vegetables, herbs and

flowers compiled from rnultiple sources including letters,

dairies and other contemporary papers. Part fI of her thesis

included a plant by plant cornpilation of inforrnation on

cultivation, culinary and medicinal uses and other data. Where

available, reference eras made to varieties of crops in use at

the t ime (Dil lon L986). A l ist of the plants treated by Dil lon

is included in Appendix F

Sources of additional inforrnation on plants grohrn in period

gardens include the Association for Living Historical Fams and

Agriculture Museums, Smithsonian Institution, Washington, DC

20560t and the fol lowing books: A Brief Historv of Hort iculture

in America by U.P. Hedrick, Field and Garden Vecretables of

Arnerica by Fearing Burr, Jr. f irst published in 1863 with a

second edit ion in 1-855i and MtMahon,s American Gardenerts

t
l

l
i
I
I

i
l ,

Calendar published in Philadelphia in 1806" Information on the f

availabiliti of seed of early vegetable varieties cari be found 
r

in the Seed Inventory, second edition, published by the Seed 
L,

Savers Exchange, RR 3, Box 239, Decorah, IA 52L01i or fron Seed
t
{ ,

I
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Saving Project, Dept. LAWR, University of Cali fornia, Davis CA

955L5. The National Colonial Farm has researched a l ist of

colonial vegetable variet ies grown in Maryland and Virginia (see

Appendix F) and seed may be obtained frorn them at 3400 Bryan

Point Road, Accokeek, MD 20607

Addit ional sources of seed of rrheir loomrr variet ies include:

Abundant Life Seed Foundation, PO Box 772, Port Townsend, WA

98368;  Har tman and Daughters,  Po Box 2OL74,  Ind ianapol is ,  IN

4622Oi Peace Seeds | 2383 Southeast Thompson Street, Corvall is,

OR 97333t  Redwood Seed Co. ,  Po Box 36L,  Redwood Ci ty ,  eA94064,

Seeds BIum, Idaho City Stage, Boise, ID 83706; Shumway Seeds, PO

Box L, Granitville, SC 29829; Southern Exposure Seed Exchange'

PO Box 158, North Garden, VA 22959.

Fencing

Fenced fields were conmon in order to keep cattle, horses

and other livestock out of the crops and otherwise define field

boundar ies (Lemon L972,  p.  L76i  F letcher  L95O, p.  84)  .

Depredation claims filed by William litoore (of Moore HaIl three

miles west of Valley Forge) and Samuel and John Havard detailed

the losF of fence farls .(-sg.g. Appurdi-1 P) . A L793 PenngYlva4ia .

Gazette advertisement for the Vaux farm (see Appendix D)

referred to a fenced garden. John Potts, Sr. 's and Abijah

Stephens, wills also contained several references to fences.

t
I
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Advertisements for properties in Charlestown and Tredyffrin

Townships from the years LBL4-L824 contained frequent references

to fenced fields (CCHS). Thibaut also documented the importance

of fences in the local landscape (Thibaut L9e2).

Rail fences were described in the literature (Thibaut L982)

with chestnut, the most commonly used wood. The importance of

chestnut is underscored by the fact that newspaper

advertisements freguently rnentioned the presence of chestnut

timber on the property. Apparently both vrorm fences, constructed

of stacks of rails in a zigzag pattern, and post and rail fences

were in use in the area.

Dillon cited evidence for worn fences which could be easily

moved when field use changed during crop rotation schemes

(Dillon L985). In addition, Peter Kalm described post and rail

fences which, he pointed out, required fewer rails (KaIm Lg72).

Live fences or hedges of privet, thorn or other species were

also ernployed to enclose fields, especially in areas where

timber had become scarce as around Philadelphia (Ftetcher 195O,

p .  8 7 ) .

In reviewing the evidence for garden fences, Dillon

concluded that trpaledtr or palisade fences of upright stakes

driven into the ground close together vrere necessary to keep

animals out. She cited a nurnber of Lgth century references to

paled fences around kitchen gardens in southeastern Pennsylvania

including two Chester County depredation claims frorn Septenber
t
L
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1777 to substantiate her conclusion that this type of fencing

was in  use  (D i l lon  1-986)  .

Livestock

Regarding livestock holdings of a typical southeastern

Pennsylvania farm in the late LToO's, Lenon reported three to

four  horses per  farm (Lemon L972,  p.  1-65) .  The""Conestogar t

horse was popular unti l  the 1840's when it  was replaced by the

Perche ron  (F le t che r  L950rp .  200 ) .

Lemon cites statistics indicating. six to seven head of

catt le per farm, raised prirnari ly for home nieds. Typical

cattle of the tine were small and thin according to reports by

travellers, due to poor quality pasture which consisted nostly

of woodland or fallow fields. Supplementary feeding with grains

was not widety practiced, nor hrere the animals provided. with

winter shelter

Litt te attention was paid to breeding prior to the 1800's

(Lemon L972,  p.  L6L) .  In  L8O9 the format ion of  the Pennsylvania

Society for Improving the Breed of Cattle resulted in efforts to

develop superior animals. Premiums ltere offered for the

introd.uction of improved breedi-ng stock (Fletcher L950, p.
:  l l

L74). '  As early asi tg0a, Bakewell wds'experimenting with cattle

;;!5a:r;d.''i i;.' i;.ts1ytHi;:iir;"#it";#tttfr"j'*1ilti, . , ' ' , : " . .  . r ; . 1  i : ; , . i - l r l  : . . . ;  . .  . - ; i

ng,.'' an re6g:t'a'dV6itis6rneht'*i"ti6"A'd'i"'buIi"'b'f

rrBakewells English: tmproved[ breed (Norristown Herald, August

23, L8O3). Milking Devon is probably the closest nodern breed

to those in use during the colonial period according to



5 4

Dr. David Percy of the National Colonial Farm (personal

communicat ion) .

Hogs were found on most farms in the area according to both

Lemon (L972)  and Fletcher  (L950) .  Lemon repor ted an average of

f ive to ten swine per farmstead in L782. The razorback or

Itwoodhogrr eras conmon. Hogs foraged in the woods and fields

feeding on nuts and roots. Sometimes they were penned in the

faII after the grain harvest to be fattened for slaughter.

Improved breeds were not general ly available before L800. After

l-820 English breeds including rrChinelzrt, Guinea, Cheshire, Essex,

Berkshire and Wiltshire were introduced (Fletcher L950, p.

L86) " Vaux, who pioneered in many aspects of farming

techniques, had hogs of rrChinese and othertr breeds as early as

L803 (advert isement, Norristown Herald, August, 23, L803) "

Sheep were also included in the holdings of most area farms,

Lernon reported an average of 13 sheep per farm in L782 (Lemon

L972, p. L66) . As with most l ivestock of. the period the animals

were small by modern standards and for the most part were left

to forage in the fields and woods. Losses to dogs and wolves

$/ere high and yields of wool and rnutton nere low. Not until

after L800 was there an effort to improve the breeds and

increase productivity. Ffetcher described a rrMerino Crazerll-ncrease proctuct].vlcy. !'reccner ctescrt_bect a "Merlno craze" !
i.i'i;^,ii'i+* S${'rr

wtrich l i i t"souttr6A{tern'pennlylVania'durin{'the period'tgto 1o'':" " 'r 
'

l-8L6. During that tirne, Merino sheep, which hrere valued for

the i r  f ine wool ,  so ld for  h igh pr ices.  Local1y,  Wi l l ian
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Bakewell (Vaux Farrn) advertised merino sheep for sale in L81-L

(Norristown Hera1d, Septenbet 7 , t-81-L) . Later the ernphasis

shifted to mutton production and other breeds becarne more

popu la r  (F1e tche r  1 -950 ,  p .  L95 ) .

FowI, including chickens, geese and turkeys were also

mentioned by Lemon (L972) as were beehives with holdings of six

to eight hives per farm conmon. These numbers are very sirnilar

to the data for VFNHP propert ies.

A number of rrliving historyrr museums have initiated programs

to acquire historically appropriate livestock. rnformation may

be obtained from the American Minor Breed Conservancy in

Pitt,sboro, NC. Specif ic sites where early breeds are being used

in exhibits include Firestone Farm in Dearborn, MIt Old

Sturbridge Village in Sturbridge, CT; the Oliver H. KeIIey Farm

in EIk River, MN and Plirnouth Plantation in Plymouth, IrlA.

SOIL AND CROP MANAGEMENT PRACTTCES

The application of l i rne, manurer oE other fert i l izers (such

as gypsum) to the land sras rarely practiced prior to the late

l-700's. Instead, a cycle of land use which included fal low

periods r/as employed in an effort to maintain soil
I

productivity. Soil depletion or rrrunningl outtt was a conmon

problem. ft was noted that newly turned soil was often too rich

for wheat,  causing i t  to lodge (Lemon L972, p.L59; Fletcher
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L950, p. 1-44). Therefore the sequence of crops grown on a given

field was crit ical to a farmerts success.

According to Lernon (L972, p. L69) newly cleared land was

used to grow corn,  hemp,  f Iax,  hops,  o t  potatoes.  This  was

fol lowed by wheat, rye or clover, then wheat, fol lowed by f ive

to ten years faIIow. Another report of crop rotat,ion from L792

l"Amer ican O1d System of  Cropstr  Columbian Magazine,  Oct .  L7g2,

p. 257) I ists a three f ield system involving Indian corn, wheat

(or rye) and rubbish pasturei and a four f ield system uti l izing

fndian corn, naked fallow, wheat, and pasture. According t,o

Fletcher, seeding wheat between the rows of st,anding corn in

August or September was a conmon practice in 1759 (Fletcher

L 9 5 0 ,  p .  L 4 4 ) .

In L81-3 Willian Bakewell (Vaux Farrn) described a crop

rotation scheme in use in trmy neighborhoodtr as follows: fndian

corn, followed by oats or barley, followed by wheat or rye,

followed by clover. His own routine, described in the sarne

entry, was to sow wheat, followed by rye and buckwheat grown

together, followed by Indian corn, followed by barley or oats

(with manure), and f inal ly clover or grass seed or both (Memoirs

P S P A  V o l .  3 ,  p .  L 5 5 ) .

other than the account by Bakewell mentioned above, it is

not possible to determine exactly which rotation schemes were

employed on farms within VFNHP. There were obviously many

different variations in use at the time. At any qiven tirne,

I
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approximately one third of the cult ivated f ields on a typical

farm would be in a fal low condit ion. Fallow referred to a

situation in which land was allowed to develop a spontaneous

growth of weed or bushes which was thought to renew its

product ive power (F letcher  1-950,  p .  128) .

James Vaux was one of the earliest local farmers to

experiment with red clover on a large scale as a means for

improving the soil .  His efforts were recounted in an address

delivered before the PSPA at its Annual Meeting January 18, LgzS

by his son George Vaux:

I'In the year L773, a practical farmer, James Vaux,
then beginning to inprove his estate at Fatland Ford,
in the County of Montgomery, unable to procure, on
this side of the Atlantic, a suff icient quantity of
this seed for his purpose, obtained frorn England a
cask of it, which, owing to some injury sustained on
the voyage, was found unfit for use. This
disappointnent was the more to be lamented, because
his projected experiment would have been the first in
that vicinity, perhaps in the state, with clover upon

" a large scale. This failure, moreover, prevented an
increase and distribution of the seed until after the
war then existing between the American colonies and
the nother country. The same gentleman who thus early
desired to cultivate that artificial grass, in the
spring of 1785, sowed 8O pounds of clover seed on 35
acres of then green wheatr dD account of the success
of which he sent to this society in L787.tt (Menoirs,
P S P A ,  V o I .  6 ,  p . 1 5 5 )

In LSOg Wil l ian Bakewell extol led the use of red

clover, which he referred to as rf art i f  icial grassrr, for
.  ' i .  

. i  l : r  , . ;  ,  : .  . - i '  
, , 1 .  .  l

restoring fertility to worn out land. He also recommended

the use of gypsum as a fert i l izer (Memoirs PSPA VoI. 1 ,p.

2 5 7 ) .
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After L79o, crop rotations uti l izing red clover and

grass became more conmon along with the use of lime and

gypsum as soil amendrnents. About LSOO a six year rotation

was common in southeastern Pennsylvania:

f irst year - corn,
second year - oats or barley,
third and fourth years - wheat,
fifth and sixth years - mixed clover and grass

Farms were divided into six f ields each of which received

a single application of l ine and manure once during the

s ix  year  cyc le (F letcher  1959,  p.  L29 ' ) .

Another insight into crop management practices was

provided by an L8L3 art icle by wil l ian Bakewell enti t led

rron Trench Ploughing for fndian Corn and on Courses of

Cropsrr. He indicated that he planted his corn

rr18 ( inches)  d is tant  and ny rous are 8 'apar t .  I  a lso f ind
trenching very Eood for punpkins, which I usually groer
between my corn, when the ground is not too full of
wgeds .  .  .  . l l

FARU TECHNOIPGY

Inventories of VFNHP property osners for the period L754

L785 provided insight into the nature of farrning activit ies

during the period. Nine inventories were tabulated (see Table

5) l isting all tools and equiprnent related to crop production,

l ivestocki, 'orrprecess,ingi of agricultqral products. , i .. ; ,

AIl of the inventories indicated the presence of horses,

including such i tems as saddles,  br id les,  horse gears,  hobbles,

I
I
I

i
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T$te 5 Farm tots rd eq.ripent tisted in estate in\€ntocies of VFNTP residents 1& - 178f.

Sdl.e

BridIe

Horse Gears

Srirgtetree

Cfl ftairs

CoL tars

lhgdt

Stageraggl

Sted

Cart

Ridirg Chair

Ptcn

llarrcn

lhrrq Teeth

!6eel,barrqt

Rake
q^he

Pitdrfork

Du€for*

tloe

crtl$irg tloe

tteedirg tloe

Fe
Shq,et

Appte l,lil,t

O'tttirg Bo(

LJirrwirg tlitt

ll*ep Sheers

Tumip Kniws

Cheese Pr€ss

Cl.over Siae

Herp Brake

so,n(Es

2
1
5

3
3
x
x

x
X

x
X

4
x
x
x
x
x

x

x x
8
x
2
2

x

3

I

2

x
x
x
x
x

x
x
x
x
x

A : Jdn t?ravt, 1719
B - lJittian Bodtqy, 178)
C - Sanar Darris, 171
D - Eterpr Eva's, 1761
E - St€phen E\ds, 1754

I

F - IhcrE iolvr. 17t6

G -  Jc tn  lb !  ( l t ) .  lm

H - Dmiet lder. lm

I - Jdntia€gErettr,  lZf i

r

x
x

2
2
x

x
X

X

x

2
2

x
x

2
x
16
x

x
x
x

a

x

I
i

x
x

l
L



i
I
i

i-
I

6 0  1

and swingletrees. Cow chains were l isted in two inventories.

Each farm had at least one wa€ton or cart, several had both.

Additional vehicles mentioned included stagewagons, sleds and a

r id ing chair .

fmplements for the cultivation of crops included a wide

variety of tools and eguipment. Most of the inventories

mentioned several harrows and plows as well as hand tools such

as hoes, rakes, pitchforks, dungforks, sythes, spades and

shovels.

Equipment used to process crops was also listed including

apple rnil ls, cutting boxes, winnowing mills, hemp brake, clover

sieve, cheese press and turnip knives.

Data from these estate inventories indicated that farrning

during the late Lgth century utilized hand tools and irnplements

such as plows and harrows which were drawn by draft animals

including horses and occasional oxen.

Farm technology, while comparatively stable during the

LTOQ's, was ripe for change by the end of the century (Leuron

L972,  p .  L83t  Het r i ck  L95O,  p .  L45) .  As  an  ind ica t ion  o f  the

issues of importance in L791, the Pennsylvania Society for the

Promotion of Agriculture offered cash prizes for the best

articles on the following topics:. :

L. rotation of crops - 5 year course of crops
2" best method of sheltering & folding cattlel

desigrn of year, method of managing
3. best method of raising hogs
4. best method of recovering worn out fields
5. best information for preventing damage to crops

by insects
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6 .
7 .
8 .

9 .

L 0 .
1 ,L .
L 2 .
L 3 .

This  l is t

methods.

comparative experiments on culture of wheat
account of a vegetable food
greatest quantity of ground (not over J- acre)
well fenced producing locust trees sort used for
posts and tunnels, not fewer than LSOO/acre
breeding, feeding and manag:ement of catt'le for
dairy and beef
experiments with oxen vs. horses
recoverj.ng gullied fields
best cheese
greatest guantity of hemp within l-0 miles of
Philadelphia (Mernoirs PSPA vol. L)

illustrates the extent of interest in improved farming

1
i

l

I

James Vaux and William Bakewell both contributed articles to

PSPA as noted earl ier in this repbrt. In 1808 Bakewell

published a description of a three furrow plow designed to

increase the efficiency of land cultivation. The plough

consis ted of :

rr3 shares and the mould plates of iron fixed in a
frame, so as to follow each other at 9 inch distance,
by which means 27 inches of land are ploughed at a
time. ft is drawn by 3 horses abreast & has 2 wheels
to regulate the depthtr (Menoirs PSPA Vol. L, p257).

Bakewell was also one of the first in the area to use a

threshing machine:

trlt is needless to quote authorities for the
advantages it possesses over thrashing by the flaiI,
or treading by horses, I will only observe, that the
Machine erected in ny barn, by Mr. David Prentice, is
of the most approved kind, and clears out the grain
without breaking the straw. It is calculated for two

. h o r s e s . , , A t r ' i ' a 1 w a m a d e ' : o f . i t I a s t w e e k i n t h e .
presence of Dr. Mease, of Philadelphia. The horses
being engaged, a pair of oxen were yoked to it. We
first tried oats, when it thrashed and winnowed twelve
bushels per hour. We then counted out three dozen
sheaves of wheat, which were thrashed in eleven
minutes. with a pai.r of horses, instead of oxen, i t
will move about one-third faster, which is at the rate
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of sixteen bushels of oats, ot two hundred and sixty
sheaves of wheat, in an hour. The holidays prevented
our proceeding vtith it, but I propose to have it going
on Monday next.rt (Letter to the editor Norristown
Hera1d and Weekly Advert iser, Jan. L, L8O5)

Although gentlemen farmers such as Vaux and Bakewell were

prominent in agricultural experimentation and the adoption of

improved methods, they were not typical of the farrning community

as a whole. The data presented in this report indicate l i t t le

or no change in farm size or crop freguency on individual farm

units from L754 into the early L8OO's. f t  seems apparent that

although a few progressive farmers had begun an agricultural

revolution in the late L700's, fueled by the increased use of

I ime, ferti l izers and labor saving machinery, change was slow in 
{
t

reaching the average fann. As late as the 1-830's, many

Montgomery County fanners were still reluctant to apply lime to

thei r  f ie lds (F letcher  L950r  p.  .L36r  Lemon 1,972,  p"  L73) .

I'{ILITARY III{PACT ON THE I,ANDSCAPE

Military activity at Valley Forge during the encampnent has

been studied and recounted numerous tinesi the most recent and

detai led work being done by Thibaut (1982). For this reason, t
the authors have relied heavily upon these previous studies, and i

t. : '
have reinterpreted the considerable evidence that they contain

{
regarding land use during the period, rather than attempting to I{

delve into the voluminous prirnary sources which the previous
i

studies have summarized in detail. i
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Contemporary accounts indicated that the landscape was

affected by the loss of trees, crops and fences. In addit ion'

water supplies were fouled and food stores and livestock

holdings were depleted.

Damages Caused by the British

Depred.ation claims for war damages filed by six property

owners"Iocated within or adjacent to the present Park boundaries

vrere located. The claims were the nost direct source of

information available regarding the inpact of the urilitary

activity on the local landscape and populace.

The use of the forge and outbuildings along Valley Creek

belonginq to Wil l ianr Dewees, Jt. by the Colonial Anny for

storage in the summer of L777 was the first of the rnilitary

activit ies in the area. It  was also this concentration of

supplies that drew a British raiding party on September 18, L777

under General von Knyphausen to destroy Dewees' forge and

capture the supplies that had not been evaiuated (Thibaut L982,

p l-9L). The depredation claims f i led by wil l iam Dewees, Jr.,

John Havard, Jf,. ,  Samuel Havard, John Brown, Jr.,  Wil l ian

Currie, and Wil l ianr Bodley al l  referred specif ical ly to losses

incurred during raids by the Brit ish on Septenber L8 - 26t L777
.

(Appendix B. ) .

Losses reported included crops (both standing and

harvested), l ivestock, food stores, household i tems and
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personnal effects. Three residents reported the loss of one or

two horses, Wil l ian Bodley reported the loss of seven ni lk cows

plus seven young catt le'and John Havard and Wil l iam Dewees lost

two head of cattle each. Fortyfour sheep were taken from the

Bodley farm, John Brown lost L5 and John and Samuel Havard lost

six and nine sheep respectively. Twelve swine were lost by

Wil l iam Bodley and six, two and one hog were 1ost by Wil l iarn

Dewees, John Havard, 
"1. 

and John Brown, Jt. respectively. A

total of 244 fowl including 31 turkeys and four geese were

reported lost as were L8 beehives.

Crop losses included substantial guantities of fndian corn,

wheat, Tye, oats, buckwheat, potatoes, cabbages and turnips

both in the field and harvested. John and Samuel Havard also

reported the loss of approximately L00 pounds each of butter and

cheese. Salt,  bacon, peach l iquor, wine and rum were also

reported taken.

Farm equiprnent including saddles, bridles and other harness,

$raggons, ropes, leather and tools were detailed in several of

the claime. All  also l isted losses of kitchen lrare, pots and

kett les, clothing, household l inens, furniture and si lver.

Samuel Havard's claim also mentioned supplies of tea, sug'ar,

coffee and chocolate.
L

A L779 depredation clairn f i led by wil l iam Moore referred to

damages done to the plantation and nills of Moore Hall three

rniles west of Valley Forge: Itfences carried off and cutting down

i

{
I
i
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(40 acres)  of  t imber"  (Thibaut  L982) .  Other  losses of  fenc ing

were referred to in clains filed by John and Samuel Havard, who

each lost substantial numbers of fence rai ls.

Further losses sustained by local farmers were described in

the L779 estate inventories of John Moore (II) and John Beaver

(Phi ladelphia Co.  Archives #55,  Chester  Co.  Estate #32471.  John

Moore's, inventory included a l ist ing of reparations expected for

the loss of ten tons of hay and 30 acres of winter grain which

was in the ground at the tine of the encampment. John Beaver's

inventory referred to 20 acres of winter grain destroyed in the

ground.

Further acknowledgenent of the losses suffered by local

residents was found in Chester County records of the Five

Shil l ing State Tax of L777 (CCHS) which contained the fol lowing

notations:

Wil l iarn Bodley (James White farm) rfno tax, plundered
by Englishtt

' Sam Brown (Samson Davis farm) Itno taxrt
Wil l iam Currie - trno tax, plundered by the Brit ishrr
John Havard - rrno taxrl
Abijah Stephens - rrplunderedrl

Despite the notation, Abijah Stephens was taxed approximately

three pounds.

.fmpact of the Encampment

In addit,ion to the need to build huts to house as many as

20r00O troops, the encampment reguired space for stables,

storehouses, and the various craftsmen who provided support
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services. In commenting on the extent of the construction at

the encampment site, Jebadiah Huntington referred to:

rrtwo thousand log houses in all the regularity of an
encampmentrr ( letter dated December 20, 1777, VFNHP
Arch ives ) ,

The generals were quartered in local farmhouses. Providing

for the food and shelter and firewood needs of this vast

assemblage, and disposing of the waste they produced, put an

enormous strain on the local landscape.

The seriousness of the waste disposal problem was indicated

by the following excerpt frorn the orderly book of Lt. col. rsaac

Sherman:

rrCommander-in-chief .directs that officers will be very
attentive to the Water the Men drink. The little springs
about Canp from which they have been accustomed to supply
themselves during the Winter season, will in their present
state, become extremely inpure . springs to be opened
and cleaned, and wells sunk in proper places with barrels to
preserve them pure.rr (excerpt dated March L4 2L, 1779,
VFNHP Archives).

The strain of providing supplies for the troops was

reflected in first hand accounts preserved in letter and

journals. Jebidiah Huntington further described the situation

as fol lows:

rrthere is scarcely a single convenience about us but wood
and water - forage hardly to be got and refreshments

. irnpossiblerr (letter dated December 20, L777, VFNHP
Archives) .

. L

John Armstrong, in a letter dated'December 23, L777 | 
'

commented that rrthe countryside is becoming destitute of

provisionsrti he expressed concern that the civil ian population

would suffer (Ietter, VFNHP Archives). Anthony Wayne reported

t
{
I

I
i
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receiving complaints from locals that al l  of their own

provisions for winter were being forcibly taken (letter dated

December 26,  L777,  VFNHP Archives) .

The encampment activities were imposed on an agricultural

landscape consist ingr of small fenced f ields and scattered

pastures and woodlots. In addit ion to the losses described

above, the activit , ies of the troops must have resulted in soi l

compaction and delay or total lack of planting in the spring of

L778. An account writ ten June L778 states:

ItHere the distressed farmer has not the spirit to cultivate
his fields not knowing who may reap the profitstt (Richard
Mount letter, VFNHP Archives).

The war also had a significant inpact on the marketing of

farm products. Exports of wheat and flour shipped from

Philadelphia to Europe and the Carribean were a rnajor factor in

the prosperity of eastern Pennsylvania farmers in the late

L7o0's (Fletcher, p. 2831. Econornic uncertainties during the

conflict, coupled with the cessation of external trade between

L775 and L783, affected the abil i ty of farmers to market their

crops. Although the loca1 demand was great during the

encampmant period, the overall economy was depressed and did not

recover unti l  L789 (Lemon, p. 225).

Destruction of Forests

The Duportail map (Figure 5) shows both fortifications and

extensive forested areas at Valley Forge. This is rather

curious because by the t ime the fort i f ications were buil t ,  i t  is
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likely that the forests in the irnnediate vicinity had been

completely cut. Thibaut speculated that the probable

explanation is that the map was drawn before the army arrived or

early in the encampment, when the forests were sti1l standing

and the fort i f ications were merely planned (Thibaut 1982.)

The impact of providing for the tinber needs of the

Revolutionary army was described in a contemporary account:

rr l  had witnessed, at the t ime havock and.a vast scene of
destruction among the tirnber thererr referring to Valley
Forge. (Richard Peters. on Succession of Tinber. Memoirs
PSPA ,  L9LA,  Vol .  3 ,  p .  374)

The depletion of local tirnber supplies was further described.

in several other letters from the encampment period. In one

dated December 20, L777, Geneial Washington gave the fol lowing

instructions to the troops

rrin cutting their firewood . to save such parts of each
tree as wi l l  do for  bu i ld ing,  reserv ing L6 or  18 feet  o f
each trunk for logs . .  [  (VFNHP Archives) .

On December 21, L777 General Washington referred to rrcutt ing

wood every daytt (VF.IIHP Archives). And on December 29 Richard

Platt wrote of the trscarcity of rroodn for hut construction

(Letter VFNHP Archives). John HcDowell,  writ ing on January L6,

1778, mentioned ttnot a tree standing beyond Schultkyl (sic) nor

in ye citytt ( letter, VFNHP Archives) .

'  :Further insight into"thd impact'of ' the encampment on local

tirnber resources was provided by a letter wrltten by fsaac Wayne

in 1814, in which condit ions during and fol lowing the encampment

!/ere recalled:

trthe t imber prevalent about VaI ley Forge, previously to i ts
being fal len for use of the Anerican Anny, in the autumn of

r
I
I' I

t
!

I
f

i
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L777,  and winter  and spr ingr  of  1778,  consis ted of  whi te  oak,
black oak, spanish oak, rarely j-nterspersed witn scrubby
chestnut and hickory. tt

He also mentioned changes in species composition when the

f orests regienerated. after the encarnpment:

'lwhite oak for black oak, hickory and chestnut; hickory and
chestnut were at least sixteen to one of what grevt on the
same ground in the year a77'7.tt  ( letter, VFNHP Archives) -

The needs of the Encampment and the contemporary accounts cited.

indicate that there were vertually no t iees standing in the

Va11ey Forge area after the Encampment.

ENCAMPIT{ENT PERIOD PROPERTY OWNERS IN THE VFNHP AREA

This section contains descript ions of twenty individual

VFNHP properties. While the primary seach focused on the owner

as of December L777, addit ional information was found by

checking records of other late eighteenth and early nineteenth

century owners of the subject propert ies. Drawing on deeds,

wi l Is ,  c la imsr . inventor ies,  tax records and newsPaper

advert isements site specif ic detai ls of land use were assembled

for a1l land holdings within the current Park.

The level of resolution of this information was generally

the ind.ividual farm unit, as very sel.dom were details within a

property recorded.. However, this record is rernarkable for the

amount of detai-1 i t  contains and the fact that land use

information vras found covering the ent, ire area of the Park.
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The famil ies l iving in the Valley Forge area in the late

eighteenth century were related to each other and often several

generations and relations by marriage were involved in land

ownership. The closeness of members of the community was

evident from records of intermarriage among local families and

the fact that neighbors frequently witnessed each other's wills

and. conducted each other's estate inventories.

Understanding the kinship relationships within and between

families was especially challenging because many of those who

sett led in the VaIIey Forge area were.of We1sh origin and

followed the practice of taking the father's first name as the

surname of the son. Furthermore, the occurrence of several

people of the same name but not father and son, made unravelling

the genealogy essential to understanding title transactions.

Partial genealogies of the Potts, Stephens and Moore fanilies

are included in Appendix E.

Because the Moore, Vaux, Stephens, Evans, Potts and Walker

families were Quakers, records of the local Friends' Meetings

and the Philadelphia Yearly Meeting night provide additional

insight into local social and religious structure.

{ '
I
i

t
\
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John Beaver Farm
Chester County, Tredyffrin Township
Owned by John Beaver L767 L779

Most of this farm was located south of the present VFNHP,

but a small portion of the land was within Park boundaries

(Figure 2). John Beaver (Bieber) bought the 200 acre property

in L767 from Wil l iarn Currie (Chester Co. 0-547 and 550) and

retained ownership unti l  his death in L779 when it  passed to his

wife (Chester Co. Estate #lZ+21. on previous maps of encampment

period land ownership, this property was indicated as belonqing

to Daniel Walker, however, Daniel Walker sold i t  to Wil l ian

Currie in L751. Currie was probably the f irst to establish a

residence on the tract.

and

in

See

Devault Beaver, John's son, acguired the property in l-784

purchased an additional 5L acres of the Abijah Stephens Farm

L796. The farn remained in the Beaver fani ly for 107 years.

Table 6 for the chain of t i t le.

The farm was located on limestone-derived soils of the Great

base forValley (F'igure 3) which provided an excellent

agriculture (USDA 1963) .

Period infornation regarding the farm was provided by John

Beaver's L779 inventory (Chester Co. Estate #3247), state and

provincial tax records L768 to l-785, and the LT}B Federal Direct

Tax (CCHS). Specific references to l ivestock'included one to

four horses, four to twelve cows, two oxen, three to 2L sheep

and three hives of bees. The inventory also mentioned 2O acres

of winter grain (wheat) which had been destroyed by the
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Continental Army. This was one of the few direct references to

standing crops at the tine of the encampment.

The L798 tax records detai led the buildings present on the

farm at that t ime: a stone dwell ing and kitchen, a stone

springhouse and a log barn (see Table 7).

fn addition to the agricultural references cited above, the

inventory which accompanied the wilt  l isted an extensive

collection of tools, furniture and hoi,rsehold goods. That,, along

with the relatively large numbers of livestock, suggested that

John Beaver was a prosperous farmer.

i
I
r
\

{
t_
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T$l.e 7 -- Tax ad In€ntory Data -- Jctn B€a\€r Farm,
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Wil l ian Currie Farm
Chester County, Tredyffrin Township
Probable site of Lord Stir l ing's guarters
owned by wil l iam Currie L767 L79L

Williarn Currie acquired this property in two parcels

total ing 275 acres between 1-767 and L769 at sherif f  sales

(Chester Co. P-L29, P-L32, . The land had formerly belonged to

crif f i th John, the recipient of the original grant, from the Penn

farni ly in L740, and later Thomas John, his son. Although deeds

P-Lzg and P-L32 identify 276 acres, Currie must actually have

received over  400 acres (as c i ted in  Chester  Co.  F2-30)  ,  as he '

sold 200 acres of the same tract to David and Samuel John

(Chester  Co.  F2-30)  in  L767 and reta ined 2OO acres.  Curr ie  so ld

the remaining 2OO acres to his grandaughter and her hushand,

Thomas Walker ,  in  L79l -  (Chester  co.  c2-53) .  Thomas Walker  l ived

on the proper ty  for  48 years unt i l  h is  death in  L839.  The

Walker farni ly stayed on the property unti l  L880. See Table 8

for the chain of t i t le.

Currie apparently continued to Iive on this property with

his granddaughter and her husband after he sold it to thern,

however the inventory of his estate when he died in L803 at the

age of 94 did not reflect an active farming operation (Chester

co .  Es ta te  #soso1 .  I t  i s  o f  i n te res t  t ha t  t he  w i l l  was

witnessed by John Brown, owner of cne adjacent property to the

east

Other land transactions indicate that wil l iarn Currie had

been l iv ing in  the area as ear ly  as l75 l  when he purchased 200
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acres f rorn Danie l  Walker  (Chester  Co.  I -33 and 35) .

Sources of information as to the nature of the farrning

operations on this property included an estate inventory for

Thomas John in L766, a depredation claim f i led by wil l iam Currie

in L778 and the 1839 wil l  of Thomas Walker. Extensive estate

papers were located for Thomas John, including the inventory and

an account of a public auction of his possessions which not only

l isted the iterns so1d, but also who bought then (Chester County

Estate #2326). The adninistrator of the estate was nearby

landowner, Samson Davis

Tredyffr in Township tax records for the period L767 i_780

and the L798 Direct Tax were also available. see Table 9 for a

detaired sunmary and specif ic references to these sources.

The basic farm unit appears to have been 200 acres.

Variations in acreage reported in the tax records probably

reflect rental of parcers to others. Records for Thomas John

and William Currie during ttie period L766 to l-780 showed average

Iivestock holdings of three to six cattle and a sirnilar number

of horses. Swine and sheep were also reported as !,rere

beehives. The Currie depredation claim also l isted losses of

cheese, butter and bacon. Crops for which there were records

includ.ed wheat, oatsr rye, Indian corn, tray, f Iax, hemp I :.
potatoes and cabbage. App1es were also mentioned in Thomas

John's L766 wil l  indicating the presence of orchards at that

t irne.
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That the farrn suffered losses during the Brit ish raids of

September L777 was indicated by Wil l ian Currie's depredation

claim (HSP) and the notation rfNo tax, plundered by the Brit ishrl

on the L777 tax record (CCHS).

The farm lay south of the Schuylkill River and west of

Valley Creek (Figure 2). I ts northerl boundary was the Welsh

Line (the present township l ine) and its southern.boundary was

an old road paratlel ing the current Yellow Springs Road. It  was

located partially on the south slope of Mount Misery which is

underlain by quartzite rock. The southern third of the farm was

on dolomite (Iirnestone) of the Ledger forrnation and was

i 
I undoubtedly the most productive area for field crops (Figure 3,

' {

u s D A  1 9 5 3 ) .

The Currie depredation claim (CCHS) provided an indioation

of the relative prosperity of the farm. Several household items

listed suggested a moderately we1l-to-do farnily:

fine sheets
table l inen
silver spoons
fine shirts, shifts and headdresses

The L779 Return Supply Tax (CCHS) also listed a number of

l , s i 1 v e r ' i t e m s a n d o n e n e g r o s I a v e . r n a d d i t r o n , T r e d y f , f : i n
, ' Township.Tax Records (CCHS) indicated that Wifl iam Currie owned

I

WiIIiam Currie was an Episcopal rninister who served. the

t_ parish of St. James in Evansburg, Radnor, St. Davids and St.

Peters. He was vocal in his support of the King and continued
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f.
r

to use prayers for the King in his services until he was barred

from the parish by threats of violence (Clawson 1983). Many of,

his letters are apparently located at the CoIIege of Physicians

in Philadelphia. Additional research should reveal more about

Reverend Currie and his poli t ical bel iefs.
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Estate of Samson Davis Farn
Chester County, Tredyffrin Township
Traditional site of General Knox' guarters
owned by the Estate of Samson Davis L77L L783

Ownership of this property was complicated by a number of

i  technical i t ies in t i t le transfer. Research has shown that t i t le

properly resided with the Estate of Samson Davis at the tirne of

the encampment. The encampment period owner of this property

has been l isted in other reports (Thibaut 1-982 and Dodd L98L) as

Samuel Brown. An account of the title transfer follows.

' It appears that Samson Davis bought the property in two

' 
separate 3.00 acre parcels, one from Griff i th Jones in 1757 and

I t the other from Nathan Evans in L768. Tax records indicate that
I

Samson Davis was living in Tredyffrin Township as early as L75O I
1 \
l t .  but probably on another property unti l  L768. In L767 Sanson was

I taxed for three acres plus l-OO irnproved acres and Nathan Evans
t '
1' was taxed for L00 acres rtuncutrr. In L768 Samson was taxed for

I L5O acres plus 50 rrin woodsrr and Nathan Evans was not listed
t

(Tredyffr in Twp Tax Records, CCHS). This information indicates
I
I
I that Samson Davis bought the land from Nathan Evans in 1768-

1 References frorn deed.s for adjacent properties listed Nathan

t , Evans and criffith Jones as the owners of. the tract in 1763

I"  .  "  :  (Chester Co.,  N. l9O). , , . .  The..ear l . iest  {oq1+nentat ion fo-gnd l inking : .
| , ' ' i ' \ - - i - : - : : - - . j - = ' ] : ' : . ' . . : . . . , ' ' . . ' ] , ' : l i

Samson Davis to this property was a mortgage held by Margaret
I

! . *  Wi l l iams in  L77o (Chester  Co-  R-L67) .

Samson Davis died in L77L, and his executors tried to sell
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the property to Edward Jones Sept. l-7, L77L (Chester County

Orphans Court Docket 7, p. LLz and. L22, Chester County Deed Book

R, p. L67) but this transaction was apparently never completed.

There is evidence that Samson Davis died as a young man and

heavily in debt which may have contributed to the confusion over

ownership. The wil l  of Samsonts father, John Davis, (Chester

Co.  Estate #f rsr ;  dated March 4,  L77L.  speci f ied that  John's

estate was to be divided egually between:

rrmy grandchildren and Sarah, widow of my son Samson Davis,
dec. vi,z. Abner, Abigail ,  Hannah, Nathaniel, and John,
including also the child the said. Sarah is now pregnant
with Amount of Sanson Davist bonds due to the estate
left in the trands of the widow and said to be insolventrl

It may be that given the financial and physical condition of

the famj.ly, as indicated in the above excerpt, Sarah and her

children were perrnitted to continue living on the property for

some time after Samson's death. See Table 10 for the chain of

t i t l e .

The apparent origin of the confusion concerning encampment

period ownership was an error in the recorded copy of a sheriff

sale to John Brown (Chester County Deed Book Z, p. L76). The

date of the sherif f ts sale transaction was not stated at the

beginning, as it is in most deeds. There was a date in the

section referqing .to prior tgansaqt-igns which ,had q corregtion ..
. . : - '

on i t .  The deed stated,

ttWhereas Sarnuel Brown of Providence in the County of
Philadelphia, Yeonan, for securing the payrnent of nine
hundred pounds and fnterest unto Samuel Miles of the City of
Philadelphia, Merchant, on the fourth day of March in the
year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and
eighty/seventy five. . . rt

i-
I
l

t,
i '

I
f:,
1
I
I
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The tteightyrr was written with the correction rfseventyrr written

directly on top of the treightytr. This date referred to the

mortgage of Samuel Brown and Samue1 Miles, not the date of the

sherif f  sale transaction. The correct date for the mortgage was

L775. The power of attorney letter, (Attorney Book A.1, p.

2351 , and the mortgage (Mortgage Book 
,A.1, 

p. 263) both referred

to the March 4, L775 date. Further indication of the date of

the sherif f  sale to John Brown was provided by the dates l isted

at the end of the document. The sheriff rrset my hand & seal

Dated the Twenty fourth day of January in the Year of our Lord

one thousand seven hundred & eighty three.r The deed stated

that the transaction was acknowledged in the Court of Corunon

pleas the 29th day of August 1783 and recorded the 10th day of

June L785. The Sheriff ts Deed Docket, was a record of sherif f

sa les.  Docket  #1,  page 12 acknowledged the t ransact ion in  L783-

The sherif f  sale to John Brorrn stated that Samuel Miles sold

the property to Samue} Brown on November 28, L774. This deed

was not recorded. There was a mortgaqe from Samue1 Miles to

Samuel Brown, and Sanuel Brown defaulted on that mortgaget

result ing in the sherif f  sel l ing the property to satisfy the

mortgage debt. It was because of the default in the mortgage

,that .Sa4ue1 Bfot{n. was. ngt listed as ,tfre. property owner i-n this
, ' ' ' . ' : ' . ' . i ' . . ' ' . , . ? ' - - ' - . . ' . . : - . . . - - ] : ' ] - r l . . ' : : . . ' . ' . . 1 . j . ; 1 ' . ; ' ^

report. Ownership reverted to the nortgagor, wtrich, in this

case,  was Samuel  Mi les act ing as adnrn is t rator  for  the Estate of

Samson Davis.

t
t

{ ,

.,,.,L,
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Samuel Brown died in L778. His wil l  contained no specif ic

rnention of his real estate. It may have been his intent to buy

the property for his son John to l ive on, but specif ic

references were not available. John Brown, Sr. was probably

living on the property between the time of his father's death

and the final settlement of ownership 
.in 

l-785 because he was

included in the tax rol ls in Tredyffr in Township for L775 (2Os

acres)  .

It was clear that Samuel Brown did not live on the

property. His wil l ,  mortgage and deed (Z-L76) aII l isted him as

Sarnuel Brown of Providence Township, Philadelphia County. Tax

lists for L774 for Providence Township listed a Samuel Brown

(250 acres, four horses, four catt le) and a John Brown (no

assessment) .

In his will Samuel Brown left shares of his property to his

wife and sons John, Thomas, Samuel, and Benjamin. Daughters

Margaret Edwards, Elisabeth, Ann, Mary and granddaughter Agnes

Edwards received money. Transactions to settle the estate of

Samue1 BrownrJr. referred to rrproblemstr with his father's will

which led to problems regarding Samuel, Jr.'s oernership of

property in Norriton.

The-basic  " f l . rE,pni t , , in  th is .case yaF consis tent ly .  qepor led .

as approximately 200 acres from L768 to L78L. A house was

present by L77O. The Orphans Court Dockets and the

Davis-Williarns mortgage all list a messuagie on the property. The

\

I
: { ,

1
!
i
{ ,

I
I
{

I . :
v , .

L

{
L .
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latter describes the property as:

rra certain messuage or plantation & Tract of lands thereunto
belonging whereon he the said samson Davis now dwellethrr.
(Chester Deed book R, page L67).

In addition the Parker Spy Map indicated a house marked as trs.

Davisff on the east side of Valley Creek (see Thibaut L982, p.

2 3 o ) .

The Sarnson Davis inventory of L77L, the depredation clairn

filed by John Brown, Jr. Ln L778 and Tredyffrin Township tax

records for L779 L78L provided evidence of general farming

activity. Holdings of three to six h3acl of cattle and three to

five horses vtere consistant with other farms in the area.

Swine, sheep, fowl (including turkeys) and beehives were also '

present

Crops for which site-specific documentation was found

included wheat, oats, f,y€r Indian corn, buclcwheat, hay, flax and

potatoes. See Table 1L for specific references.

The land lay south of Mount Joy straddling Valley Creek

(Figure 2). While the northeastern corner of the 20O acre

parcel included steep forested slopes of shist and guartzite,

most of the farm was underlain by dolomite (lirnestone) of the

Ledger format,ion (Figure 3,). The gentle roll ing terrain

(T.+ggl*, 4 ) , and,,,,T,irtt, 1i]rt.e;fteB?, ,egil .:gf ,itle, :?oFtalern ,two:!l}i1du. gf

the farm would have provided a good bqse for a prosperous

agricultural operation (USDA 1953). The farm contained the most

extensive alluvial plains found along Valley Creek within the

I
t .

t ,( '

t - :
, . ; ! , , , ,1, . . : - : . r  , .  '  . , :
t_,

t :
1
t ,

I
l -_,
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Park area. Duportai l  (Figure 5 and Thibaut 1982) used a synbol

which suggests isolated trees in depicting this area. The

logical assumption is that moist floodplain meadow with

scattered trees occupied considerable area on both sides of the

creek (F igure 5) .

The inventories of John Brown, Jr. and Sr. and depredation

claim f i led by John Brown, Jr. included household and personal

i tems which suggested a prosperous, but not excessively wealthy,

establishment.

A number of details concerning this property were not

Iocated. There should have been a sheriff's advertisement for

the 1,785 sale of the property, but none was found. Nor was a

nesrspaper account of John, Sr. 's and John, Jr. 's deaths

located. It also could not be determined why both their estates

were probated on the same date. The L}LT Chester and Delatrare

Federalist advertisement, which had previousllr been associated

with this property (Thibaut L9ti2 and Dodd L98L) probably

referred instead. to the Samuel Havard Farm which was being

offered forr sale at that time under the name of John Havard

Davis .

:  - , ;  l ; . . .  , .  t .  :  . . . i . ' ' : . r : . . . . i  , . :  : r , , , . .  . , .  : . . . , : , . ' . .  l . i , . i . - . i .
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T*te 10 drain sf Titte Estate of Sar6o1 Daris Farm

DATE GRAJTITM GRA}IIEE @..}IW B6K-PAGE ACREACE

7/14/1ffi Jares lfpr Tirdl,e cdrm.of PA : c misc.166-107 ?21A

& R6 Tirdl.e 2m,271, #

misc .41

Rebek* Tirdte, JaIEs {d Rob mt scr€ht

died Tirdte (scrs)

10/1U1921 Ptritilder KrrD( Rebek* Tirdte A v.108-486

(da€')

8ft/1fi3 Fre&rick tlathqds PhiLa'*r C. Krra( C 112-tA9 &

(heir of

Edrard & AHda)

En/1m1 Ed€rd Bathe$, died Frederick l.lathegs P Llitt Pm 140A

12/14/189 3 Ridrard Peterscn lntrda t'lathe$s, c K11-10 37A & 8A

JdE & Hettie Baird (rife of Ederd)

5/12118f6 Ridtard Petersat Hettie Baird C fi0-250 57A & 8A

Jae ildleel.ql

1/6/1W Catherire Riedrl,e Ridard Petersm c s7-86 5/A & 8A

7ru18f8 Henry Riedrte Catherire C Estate f15&P

7/31/169 J. librtcn Atbertsdr l{erry Riedrte C tl6-1@ 3/A & 8A

3mnffi Chartes Rogers J. lilortm Al.bertsqr c j6't+8 1m

3t4/1e lbry A. Ersl drartes Rogers C t6'129* 3A & 8A

sanEL Be6v€r &

Hife Etiz

617/18 died Jdn Brwl, sr. Estate c Estate #f294*

6/7/18 did Jdn Brqrr, Jr. Estate C Estate flzS*

6/10/16 sheriff Jdn Br(l|1 c z 176*

1718 San Brwr Estate P tlitt fAF

3/4/176 San & Arri Erwt San llites C MortBk.Al-63* mA

ffAlln4 san l,lite SarcL Brwt urecorded zmA

9/W1m dn. of S. Davis Ederd Jqes c CE mA

7-1&7-112

1m Sarsdr Daris, died Heirs P ldit Ef*

8/14/Vm salEm Da/is lilargpret t'rittiars c R-157t zfiIA

fiA Nathfl E\dB Salsan Daris Not cited lmA

1767 Griffith Jdrr Sarsan Davis tlot cited 1@A

Contp-1a11.d*O BoolVP+.-RH*esisterofttil'ts Acreage--kAcre

C*|ester'

l ,
/

I
1

I
i,, . . ; .q?g!a€re
L. l++,lcnt9crlery '

PEPhit*tClia

*Ccoies of dese 6orrents slxnittd to VFNIP Ardtives.
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TABIE 11 -- To<, Ctaim, ad Inentory Data -- Estate of Sarcm Daris

Tredyffrin Torstrip -- Cheter Canty

@ d 1 m I
150+  m m

50 rcods
x

Irdiar Corn
lbot
FLa\ x

sqn(E

lS"rr*, Da\ris In€ntory (Phita. Co. Ardti\,€s PZ)

6.p..a.ti- Ctaim fited by Jdn BrtrU Jr. (HsP)

3Prvnr'rniat Ta\ RecoftS (CSIS)

4f.d.."t Direct Ta( (c06)

5Jdn B.o.r, Sr. Iny€ntory (Chester co. Ardrives *!Z294)

6Jdrn B.*r, Jr. Inr€ntory (Orester Co. Ardrir,es tr295)

*l,lotetfb Taxtl

3 4 3
2 s 2

4 6 5

x
4

6 5
3 5

6
6 1 9

r ' ,  I  ' . . '  l r , r : . i ; ' . . . . . . ; . . . , i
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TABLE 11 -- To<, Claim, ard Inv€ntory Data -- Estate of Samcn Davis

| . Trrdyffrin Torship -- ch€ster Cq.nty
I
l ' -

I A
1W 1W

8 9
3 6
x ' 8

t h r  x

30 bu
1 5 t u
a t u

a t b

1ri 1d 178f 1us3 1m4
Acres ,@ ffi E ,08 zft

' (30 grain) i: ' :

Drcttirg 3x26 stae
Sta\€s 1
G t t t e 3 6 3 5
t f o r s e s 4 4 3 4
$irp
$'€ep 3
Be$iws
Tlfkq/s

Fcrrl.
tlrcat
R.rdqheat
Hry
Potatc
Gts
R}€
Irdian Oom
tbot
Fl.ar

t
l.
f
I .
{ :

{ :

t
L.
t
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John Havard, Jr. Farm
Chester County, Tredyffrin Township
Tradit, ional site of Gen. Duportai l 's guarters
Owned by John Havard, Jr. L77O L797

John Havard, Sr. received t i t le to 800 acres in Tredyffr in

Township in L7O7 (Chester Co. B-84). The tract resulted from

subdivision of a L500 acre parcel conveyed to David Meredith by

the Commissioners of Wil l iam Penn the previous year

(Philadelphia Co. A3-27o) .

Prior to the death of John Havard, Sr. in L77O, the

plantation was divided among his chi ldren as fol lows: his

daughters Anne, Hannah and Sara received l-Lo acres, his son

Samue1 got 2Oo acres, son navid received 30O acres which

adjoined Sarnuel 's, son John, JF. received 200 acres (Parcel A on

Figure 2) and eldest daughter Hary Knight received property in

Haverford which had been the property of John,s f irst wife

Margaret  Lewis.  (Chester  County Deed Books:  N,  p .L96,  P,  p .332

and.  41-2.  )

The tracts conveyed to sons Sanuel and John, Jr. were both

part ial ly within the present VFNHP (Figure 2), the remainder of

the original 8OO acres was outside Park boundaries.

John Havard, Jr. purchased an addit ional 68 acre tract

(Parcel B in Figure 2) fron Abijah Stephens in t772 (Chester Co.

T-4O7). This parcel was located northeast of the other Havard

hold ings and was not  cont iguous wi th  thera (see Figure 2) .

When John Havard,  Jr .  d ied in  l :97,  a l l  o f  h is  land went  to

h is  grandson,  John Havard Davis ,  (Chester  Co.  Estate #4594)  who

t
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I
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retained ownership unti l  his death in l-81-G. John Havard Davis

was a medical doctor whose inventory includ.ed a det,ailed list of

medical books and instruments. John Havard Davis, estate was

not sett led unti l  l -830. At that t ine the part of the property

which had been the John Havard, Jr, Farm went to John Malin,

guardian for Rebecca and Mary Davis, sisters of the deceased.

Both sisters l ived out their l ives on the property after which

it passed to John Havard Davis, son, cyrus H. Davis. see Tabre

L2 and Tabre L3 for the chains of title for parcers A and B

respectively

Tredyffr in Township tax records (L76o 1781) and John'

Havard Jr. 's depredation claim (L778) provided some insight into

the nature of the farm (Table 8). Cattle numbered between two

and six. Two to four horses were reported as were swine, sheep

and fowl including geese and turkeys. Large amounts of butter

and cheese were also referred to in the claim as vrere beehives.

ilohn Havard Davis' 1,8L6 inventory risted seven cattle, seven

horses, one pair of oxen, 24 sheep and eight swine.

Data on crops produced on the farm in L77g was provided by

the depredation claim which included a record of wheat, oats,

ry€r hay, potatoes, pumpkins, and cabbage. Rye and wheat f lour

were l isted as welr. John Havard's lossds also ineluded 5oo
. . , i  . . ' : . . , . : . 1 . '  ' i  " ,  i - ' . . , . . .  r .  , . . . . . . r ' :  i : r , : . i .  . '  :  .  .  . , . . . : , , i

fai ls. John Havard Davis, l-BL6 inventory l isted wheat,

I
I
I
1

L;
fence

oats,

Table

ryet hay and f laxseed as well as numerous farm tools (see

L4 for  speci f ic  re ferences) .
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The 2OO acre tract was located on dolomite ( l imestone) of

the Ledger formation and should have been excellent agricultural

land. (Figure 3). An advert isement for the sale of the property

in L8l-7 contained the fol lowing descript ion:

f ts tone dwel l ing house,  32 '  x  26,  ,  wel l  o f  good water  near
door (supplied from strearn) , a stone rnilk house supplied
with water from a wel1. a frame barn with 1og addition
(hold ing up to  20 tons 'of  hay) ,  l ime k i ln ,  l imestone quarry ,
two apple orchards,  f ie lds and meddows of  5 ,6,7 and 8 acres
each, good chestnut rai l  fences, f ields well set with' 
clover, green grass, and t imothy, ten acres of t imbertt
(Chester and Delaware Federalist l-81-7)

Another advertisement, which appeared in 1819 included the

fol lowing descript ion :

rrthe finest, Iimestone valley land. with a great proportion of
wood. It is weII watered by a strearn flowing through it,
and running by the house. The land is in a high state of
cult ivation, and is conveniently laid off into f ields, and
under good fence.tr (Vi l lage Record, May 9, 18L9)

The additional 68 acre'parcel purchased by John Havard, Jr.

in L772, although situated on shist and quartzite (Figure 3),

had gentle slopes and rock free soils of moderate fert i l i ty (SCS

L963). Records indicated that when this tract *as sold to

settle the estate of John Havard. Davis in L82O it had no

buildings or other improvements on it  (Chester Co. 53-309),

therefore it was concluded that the same was true in L777. The

Duportail map (Figure 5) showed the land to be open and it is

probable that i t  was.farned prior to the encampment.

fn addition to the record of livestock and crop losses, John

Havard, Jr. 's depredation claim contained a lengthy l ist of

household i tems, saddles, bridles, tools and clothing. The

I
I
{ .

{

t
I

I
L
{
t
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extensive enumeration of f ine l inens, si lk garments, si lver

items and money were indicative of a prosperous farm. The 1-779

Return supply Tax also showed John Havard to be the owner of. a

negro s1ave.

This tract, which is located near the General wayne statue,

is currently forested, but the trees were found by coring to be

no more than about 80 years oId. rn addit ion, trees present are

predominatly shade intolerant types indicating that the site was

probably an open f ield in L900. The Garrigues map (Thibaut

Lg82) showed the area to be the site of Wayners regiment and

indicated rrhut foundationsrr on the site of the current forest.

Numerous depressions observed in the forest f loor at this site

could. be the renains of hut construction. Archeological

investigations should be init iated to determine if  they date to

the encampment period.
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T$Le 12 drain of Titte Jdn llavard, Jr. Farm (Parcet A)

DATE
5/11/1W

189]3
1880

18S0

'tE/

ffm

4/14/17v1
11/15/1rc
4t15/17V

GRANTM

Cyns H. Dwis,

did

Rebecca Daris

l,lary Daris, died

Adn. of Jdn

llavard Davis

Jdrr llavard, Jr.,

died

Jdn llavrard, Sr.,

died

Darid Poett

David ileredith

Cotm. of Pern

Jdn llatin, gardian C

of ibry & Rebecca Daris

Jctn Ha\rard Da/is C

Jdn Ha\rard, Jr. C

Jdn llavard, Sr. C

Darid Pocl,l. c

David lleredith

GRANTEE CO.lrrY BAK-PACE

Ansda Jqes & Cayr4n, |lY

Debbie B. Jac&

Cyrus H. Davis C estate P41S

Rebecca Dads C estate f5142

&1944
M-2

estate #594*.

estate P551*

B-84
B-81
patent A3-2m

ACREAGE

175A
175A

1e-3lA

MA
15mA
l5qIA

cdlrt'}r4FAtted1el:f Book/P+--Rt+f,eSister of llitts AcreQe--AFAcr€

C{rester

D{eta,ere

l,H'brtScrIEry

PdritadetCria

@{q*ws Ccrt Herdl

*Copies of dcurnts slilittd to VFlllP Ardtiws.
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T*te 13 6ain of Titl.e Jdn l{a/ard, Jr. Farm (Parcet B)

i
I

DATE
4/1/1W+. &
5/1/1924
8/%/1a,7
Eln/1W
u17/1W
BN

1876
1858
18@

1848

rctal1@

1 7

1m
1mn7+2.

died

Lln. Davis, Sr.,

died

ssigress of

Dr. Jdn llavard

Davis

Jdn llavard, Jr.,

did

Abijd StqCErs

Perri

Sar*r, Rebecca,

Mary, Hardr &

Cyrus H. Dads

Sanel, H. Daris

lln. Da/is, Sr.

Jdn llaard Daris

Jdrn ]la\rard

Abijdr stdrers

qANTR GRA}ITEE CCI.IITY
ltary E.S. E\trs Com. of PA C

$eriff tbry E.S. Eras l'l

Clns H. Daris Girard Life lrs.

llary & Rebecca Davis Cyrus H. Davis C

Lln. Davis, Jr., heirs C

died

llardr Davis, died heirs C

Sardr ierree, died heirs c

Sanel H. Davis, fln. Davis, Jr. C

BCK-PAIE

u12-92

D-18-?6

438.49

l{ort. Def.

@-v
estate #191@

estate #18160
estate #13135'
estate #13886

ACREAGE

fla f@
17& 11&
5/6 of 15A
1/6

1t6
1/6
1 A

estate #113D 175As

s3-3D 68A

estate #4594*

r-187 68A
lratent AA1-42t 81A2tP

CdnqfrA-Attedle"y

C=Otester

D{et*are

]{4lantgrcmry

Hhit*t$ia

Eook/Page--Rt'r+egister of tlitts Acneage--A;Acre

CE{qfiaB ccrrt Herdr

@ies sf &qrEnts c.bnittd to VFNIP Ardrir,es

*bther trets irct(* 50A 1@ frcn Darid Potts 4/1/1795 ll2-85
?A 11? frcrn itarice Std'erB zru1ffi A-fl4
25A 16P fron El.erpr Ridar6cn A8/814 3!.573
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TABIE 14 -- Ta<, Ctaim trd Irft€ntory Data -- Jdn tlavard, Jr. Farm

Tredyffrin lorship -- Chester Comty

17g1 1761 ,rd ,rt/ rg rel 17m1 tml tm1 rc1 1v41 177s1
Acr€s m 1?o+ 1n+ 150 150 150 150 160 1$ 2m m m
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5
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2
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x
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5 4 4 4
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4 5 4 6 6 4
3  3 '  2  4  3  3

5 6
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I
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(ca.tin€d)

TAEIE 14 -- Ta<, Ctaim *d Imrentory Data -- Jdn Havard, Jr. Farm

Tnedyffnin Torship -- Ch€ster Cqr|ty

Acr€s m Y.O m m 1 8 l
1v61 d" d d 1m1 181't lzssl 18163

Drcl.l.irg

S f . a r e s 2 3  1 1

c a t t l e 4 3 2 6 6 4 3 7

t f o r s € s 2 3 1 2 2 2 2 7

llry
Potat€
0ats

$rire

Osl

*teep

Geese

Trkep

Fcnl.

Lheat

$E

Fto( Seed

n4kirs

C#rge

Fercirg

su,ncEs

2

6 4 4
4

I

1m
@ e z

steales

10 tdl

1ta
80 &z

st€a\,€s
70 doz

$eaves

1/,4.
60

5@ raits

8
1 pair

24

38bu

x

x

x

x

L
lPr*ir"i"t To( Recor6 (Ccl6)

fepceaaticr cLaim fited by Jdn ]lavard (l6P)

br. .ldrr Havard Danis In€ntory (Chestr co. Estate #2?5)

*l{ote rrllc Ta(n



Samuel Havard Farm
Chester County, Tredyffrin Township
Tradit ional site of Gen. Lafayette's quarters
Owned by Samuel Havard L763 l-805

Samuel Havard owned this 200 acre tract (Figure 2) from L763

unti l  L806. He received it  from his father, John Havard, SE.

(Chester Co. N-L96) as part of the division of an 800 acre tract

the latter had acguired Ln L7O7 from David PoweII (Chester Co.

B-84). Samuel Havard, who was a bachelor, wil led the property

t o h i s g r a n d n e p h e w , J o h n H a v a r d D a v i s i n 1 8 0 6 ( C h e s t e r C o .

Estate #5512) " The appraisal of the estate nras conducted by

John Brown, Jr. and Thomas Walker, osrners of neighboring fdrns.

See Table 15 for the complete chain of t i t le.

Evidence of farrning operations on the site was found in the

depredation clairn filed by Samue1 Havard in 1778, Samuel

Havard's 1806 wiII,  and Tredyffr in Township and Federal Direct

Tax records for the period L76O L798 (see Table 16 for

speci f ic  re ferences) .

Livestock holdings for the years L760 -L781 were

consistently modest, even by local standards: one to five head

of cattle, two to three horses and three to five sheep. The

L778 claim also listed 74 Dunghill fowl, and eight swine were

reported in the 1806 will. Substantial amounts of butter,

cheese and bacon were included in the losses mentioned in the

c la im.

Both the L778 depredation claim and the L806 inventory

contained extensive references to f ield crops; wheat, oats,

corn, buckwheat, hay, Indian corn, hops, potatoes, turnips,

9 9
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onions and cabbaqe were mentioned in one or both of the

documents (Tab1e 14) .

The loss of 70 fence rai ls was also reported in the

depredation c1aim. fn L798, in addit, ion to a dwe1ling, the

farmstead included a separate kitchen, two springhouses, a barn

and a waggon shed (L7g8 Direct Tax). The L8O5 inventory of

Samuel Havard also mentioned a windmil l .

The,farm lay south of Mount Misery in the Great Valley and

was entirely underlain by dolomite (Iirnestone) of the T.edger

formation (Figure 3). Soils d.erived from this geological base

were among the richest agricultural soils in the area (USDA

L963). Except for a small zone of steep slopes along VaIIey

Creek, the topography of the site was also highly favorable to

agricultural uses (Figure 4). An advert isement for the sale of

the farm in 1819 contained the fol lowing descript ion:

rrThe farm is in the Great VaIIey, the niddle branch of the
Valley Creek passing through it. one hundred and ten acres
of the land is first rate woodland, the residue is of the
finest quality of Limestone Valley Land, very highly
improved, and divided into convenient fields and well
fencedi with a large and good orchard on it. The farm is
considered one of the finest and best in Chester County. rl
(Vi l lage Record, September 22, l-81-9)

The highly prosperous nature of Samuel Havard's farm was

indicated by the inclusion in his depredation claim of numerous

tools and household items plus imported luxury goods such as

si lk garments, sugar, tea, coffee, chocolate and rum. Samuel

Havard was also assessed for owning one or two slaves beginning

in L765 (Tredyffrin Township Tax Records and Return Supply Tax,

ccHs) .
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Tabte 15 Chain of TitLe Sanet llavard Farm

DAIE

10/11/1939
12127/1953
12tfi/1932
3/5lg8
a7/19@,
u13/1W
3ta/1w
3ra/1w
6/14ftt6
316/1es9

4/1/1&

186

fit1a1a19

rnv188
5t14/1766
4t14/17U7
11/15t1M
4/16t17V

CRA}ITE

Hrry tbotnrt

Ederd tlootrst

Hery t&ol.nrr

Herry I.Jil.scr

!bl.tie L. tlitsar

Sardr tlitso died

Darid llavard

o<. of tln. Ritter

Lfn. Ritter; died

Etij*r & Esther

Loris

]leirs of Jdrr

Sharptess

Jdn Sharptess,

iii.o
Sheriff, est. of

Jdn llavard Davis

Sanel. lla\rard

Jotrt ltarard

David Pq€lt

Oavia Uereait

Cqmissiaprs of

tln Pern

GRAIIEE

Corm.of PA

H€rry tbotfisl

Edsrd lbol.nan

Herry lbol.nsl

Herry tlitsct

llenry & ibttie

sardr tlitscr

Dadd llarard

Estate

Lln. Rittec

Etijdr Le$s

Estate

Jdn Sharptess

Jdn llavard Dads

Sa[.et Havard

Jdm llavard

Da/id Pq€tt,

Oavid ller€di$l

CCI.iITY B6K-PAGE ACREAGE

c 219-174 14S.1%A
c E19-70 118.1%A
c Y18-85 118.1%A
c 217-21 149A
c 112-71 1f2 of 147
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c L7-83 147A
c P7-n M7A
c c 15553
c T4-191 149A

c L1-t4.

D nct sd€ht

c R3-126 250A

C Estate 65lF
c r-'l%r ZmA
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c 8.86 15mA
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TABLE 16 -- Tax, Ctaim, {d Im€ntory Data -- Sau.el Hawrd Farm

Tredyff rin Torship, Chester ccrnty

ffa1 F6s1 td d
Acres 2@ m 1Q + 130 +

(90 cteaned) 50 t€ods 70 lnocb
Drcl.l,irg
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qprindtd'tse

tlirdni t t

Bam

t€gar $ed

SLares

d
m
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I
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TABLE 16 -- To<, Claim, ard lftdtory Data -- Sanrl Ha\rard Farm

Tredffrin Torship, chester ccuty
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Benjamin Jones Farm
Chester County, Tredyffrin Township
Ovrned by Benjamin Jones L776 l-8L5

Benjamin Jones, a blacksnith, purchased this property from

Jacob Thomas in L776 (Chester Co. Y-31-0). He retained ownership

unti l  his death in 1815 (Chester Co. Estate #6L92).

The 96 acre property, which was located on the southern

boundary of the Park (Figure 2), was owned by Daniel Walker

unti l  his death in L772 when it  was left to his widow, Lydia

(Phi ladelphia Co.  Wi l l  #ra91.  r t  was shown in  a L76O land

survey (Figure 7). After Daniel 's death, Lydia found it

rrinconvenient to live on the premisesrr and disposed of the

proper ty  at  a  publ ic  sa le (Chester  Co.  Y-310) .

Daniel Walker had inherited 250 acres from his father Lewis

Walker in L73O. fn L75L he bought an addit ional 45 acres of the

John Kinsey tract of which his father's land had also been a

part and sold 200 acres to william Currie the same year. The

residue, approximately 95 acres, remained intact into the 20th

century. See Table L7 for the chain of t i t le.

Danie1 Walker was the initial inhabitant of this tract and

initiated a farning operation on the site as indicated by his

L772 wiII and inventory (Table 18). Daniel Walker and Stephen

Evans, were the initial owners of the Mount Joy Forge (see David

Potts/Wilt iarn Dewees, Jr. Property) .  Walker's inventory

included an extensive list of farm implements, animals and
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household i tens including two horses, seven catt le, 2L sheep,

five swine, beehives and L5 acres of wheat. Mordecai Moore, who

owned the adjacent farm to the north of the Walker tract, was a

wi tness to  the wi I1 .

fn 1-772 a newspaper advertisement for the sale of the

property following Walker's death included the following

descr ip t ion:

That:valuable plantation and tract of land, late of Daniel
Walker, deceased, situate in Tredyffr in, Chester County,
containing about one hundred and thirty acres of good
limestone land, about ninety cleared, the remainder well
tirnbered, about ten acres of valuable meadow, most part of'
it well watered by a constant strearn that runs through it, a
good orchard, which is remarked for its bearing, it consists
of about one hundred and sixty apple trees, about ninety
whereof are grafted with the house apple, the rest natural
fruit.  .  .  r!  (Pennsylvania Gazette, Apri l  28, L772)

Benjamin Jones, 1815 wil l  mentioned a nine and one half acre

woodland' known as rtsyglerts Iotrr, a f ield known as rt l ime ki ln

f ieldft,  a |tnineteen acre f ield t,o the northrr, rrwatered meadowsrr,

a rrstackyardrr, and an orchard. His will specified a deed

restrict ion for rrthe use of the l i t t le place foreverrr,

presumably referring to the 22 acre parcel wil led to his wife,

and trfull privilege of taking water from the springs in the old

meadow for the use of the ni lkhouserr (Chester Co. Estate #6193).

Only the northern portion of the Jones tract lay within what

is now VFNHP (Figure 2). The land was part of the fertile Great

Valley l imestone belt (Figure 3), and was most l ikely used for

growing f ield crops.
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Figure 7 L76o survey of several properties on the southern

boundary of VFNHP. Port ions of the tracts Iabelled

Stephen Evans, Daniel Walker, John Havard and John

Jones l ie within the present park (VFNHP Archives).
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TSl.e 17 Chain of Titte Benjanin Jo.Es Farm

DATE

4/8/1%3
7/16/1%1
10/14/1%3

3/1/1912
10/8/1W
?ta/1897
4/10/191

u$tI8a

7/13/188
6/4/lffi
5ru1ef..3
7/Bll8e1

1815

6/10/1Tt6
6/E/1m

1m

10t6/ftn

lU10/17V.
10f?6/lrc.

GRA}ITA GRA}ITEE

PA Turrpike Ccrtm. Ccm. of PA

Edsrd Lan PA Turrpike Corn.

Trustees of Frr* Ederd Lar

Thorscrt

R. Frrcis Llood Frrk ltromcn

Daiet Abdran R. Frmis tlood

David Abr*an Daniel. Abr*em

Ednrd ALl,en Darid frbr*em

heirs of Ednrd Al.ten

Thorre lhtker

Thcnre tlatker,died heirs

JGe$ lhtker Thqre l€tker

Al.fr€d cr€a\,€s Jcept !*al.ker

Sheriff, estate GeorSF Gre6\€s

of Chartes Jcrs

Berjanin Joe, dprtes Jqes

did (s(|)

Jacob fhot6 Berjanr-n Jces

heirs of Jacd Thor6

Daniel, l,latker

Daniel tlal.ker, riie t-ydia

did

Laris lbtker, Danie[, scn

retece

Jo|rr Kircq1 Leris thtkr

Pern Jcftn Kirsry

CONW BCK.PAGE ACREAGE

p.nA
91 3/A
118A 8P

a5-67
@-w
t21-3p

H14-97 115.WA
t12-5@. 116.WA
estate l?5486
210-16 117A &

35.81P
w-r& '117A &

35.81P
Estate #17860'

ts-61 116I.ZP
s5-526 116,', W
s3-416 120A

c

c
c

c
c

C Estate 6192! %[+19fr]

c
Y-31S
Y-n7

rJitt #149.

%A 6P

% @

r-31 250A

s-219 Zl41rA
Patent A2-96 5J0A

CdntrJ*ttedle'y
C+tester
D{et*re
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Hhit*tCria

BodVP+--Rl,l*egister sf tJitl.s Acrcage"A;Acp

@#|dB Co-rt Herdl

@ies of ttrese &cuents s&nittd to vFNtP Ardtives.
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TSte 18 -- Ta(, In€ntory rd Ne,spryr Adertisrent Data -- B€njanin Jaes Farm

Tredyffrin Tonship -- Chester Ccrlty

n 8 1 d @ d @ d d d d
Acres 60 60 6 @ 30 30 30 30

(20 cl,eared
5 so*r)

t * ^ G  d
130 50 %

(90 cLeared)
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T$l,e 18 -- Ta(, Incntory ad Neilsrer ld,€rtisfiEnt Data -- Berjanin Jcrcs Farm
Tredyffrin Twship -- 6ester Od.nty

1rc2
Acr€s
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+ 1 9

Mf

t_.09

%

| . Dettirg 20€0 stcre

i Kitden 20x14 stae
Bam 36x21 stcre

f-. 4O€5 stqE
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I Horses 3 3

Gttte 4 7{ '  '
I *reep 16 38
I
t.. Senants

Ondtard

l" $rire 9
I

I Bedrires x
1

n r c x
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I

I tler x
\ - '  , i f teet  x

Oats x

I l ' I  F t o (  ,  x
I ; Hirdnitt x

I
l

SAR(ES
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Cq.nty To( Recor$ (CC!F)

hrorirciai rar n&orcb <co+sl

haniel. lhtker tnrrcntocy (Chester Oo. Estate #149)
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Setjanin JqEs In€ntory (Chester Co. Estate 6194)
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Peter Matson, Sr. Property
Montgomery (Philadelphia)
Owned by eeter Matson, Sr.

The encampment period

was Peter  Matson,  Sr . ,  who

which was written March 7,

County, Upper Merion Township
in  L778

landowner of this property apparently

lef t  i t  to his son Isaac in a wi l l

L778 and probated on December L6,

L778

tt l  give and devise to my eldest son Isaac al l  rny upper
pJ-antation containing one hundred and twenty five acres
being the plantation which I purchased frorn Henry Pawling. tr
(Phi lade1phia Co.  wi l l  # t+t1

The transaction in which Peter Matson, Sr. acquired the

property could not be traced or dated. Therefore, although it

was not possible to determine for certain that he owned it as of

December L777, he did own it for at least part of the encampment

period. There is no record of Henry Pawling acquir ing this

property either. Henry Pawling 'das a lawyer and freguently

serrred as executor of the estates of local residents.

Isaac Matson conveyed the 125 acre tract to Wil l iamina Bond

on Apri l  7, L77g and Bond conveyed it  to Wil l iam Srnith on

October  2,  L779,  (Phi ladelphia Co.  3-7L) .  This  proper ty  yas

part of a 253 acre property owned by Thomas Reily in L75L

(Figure 2). Although a record of transactions involving the

eastern port ion of this tract was found (see section on Estate
' t  ' ,  . .  :  . :  ' :

of John Wilkinson), no docunents could be l-ocated which recorded

the ownership of the western port icn bettreen L757 and L778. See

Table 1-9 for a part ial chain of t  r t  I  e.
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Because the witl and deeds mentioned above contained no

menti-on of a rrmessaugerr, cit ing only rrtract of landrt in

describing the property, and the grantors and grantees were

Iisted as residing elsewhere, it was concluded that the property

did not include a residence.during the eighteenth century.

Further evidence that only land was inwolved vtas provided by the

L779 and., L781 tax l istings for WiIIiam Smith which specified 125

acres of land but contained no reference to buildings, l ivestock

or other appurtenances (Provincial Tax Records, philadelphia Co.

Archives). It was clear from Peter Matson, Sr's. wil l that he

owned another farm several miles to the east on which he

actually resided.

Indications ltere, that the land was being farmed, possibly by

a tennant. Benjamin Watkins was listed as the adjacent resident

in deed transactions involving the eastern portion of the Reily

tract in L757 (Philadelphia co. sheriff AL-23L) and 1828

(Montgornery Co. 47-371. Since his name did not appear as a

grantor or grantee d.uring the period, and no estate papers were

found, he may have been renting the land. Although, if Benjarnin

Watkins was renting the land he should have shown up on tax

list,s but no such reference was found.

i The Duportail rnap (Figure 5. and Thibau! L982) showed most of

this land to be cleared and indicated irrigation or drainage

ditches in the floodplain area adjacent to the riverbank. A

small jog in the eastern boundary of this parcel was shown as
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including a springhouse on the L897 Garrigues map (VFNHP

Arch ives) .

The Matson will clearly referred to two properties,

on,which Peter, Sr. I ived, which was left. te son, peter"

weII as the: 125 ECre: tract which was left to Isaac. The

i
t-

the farn

J f . ,  a s

inventory- which accompanied the wil,I may:have reflected,,:both

properti€s. 'It mentioned a cow, five hogsr nine sheep, four

beehives, €rs: wellr as" stored quantities of wheat, buckwheat,

oatsr EY€r, ha1r, rndian cornr, flaxseed and potatoes.

L
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T*te 19 dpin of Titte Peter l,{atscn, Sr. Pfserty

DAIE

8/13/1874

5ml1a74
after 1822

1/19/1es,9
3tE/1W

4/1/1W

1eg7

3/$/18e.4
7/8/1819
5/18/1811
5/19/IW

6/10/l8IE
4/13/1W

9/8/1m
g/8/1n8

10/wlM
4/10/1M

$tutn
4t7t1779
1Tt8

6/15/1i51
6/1/'.t51
5lWfl$

1747

CctrtqFA*tteduy

C{|ester

D{etmre

Itl-ilmtgcrEry

Hhitdt$ia

GRA}'ITM GRA}JIEE

David tlavard lbttis P. l&tkef

ex. of ftn. thLker David tlarard

tlil.Lian Lbl.ker,

di€d

Ridrard C. lhtker l.lil.l.ian tbtker

Isar Sharptess Richard C. LbLker

er. of thorre Isac $arptess

J. lhtker

tlerry Pad,irg Peter lbtsdr

Jdn Cattdran ltrolre Reil,y

Ttrorre ReiLy Jdn Catt*tal

Etizad$ Peters, itary Reil.y

relese

Osr Jcrts, died das-in-t*

CO.NW BCK-PACE ACREAGE

A m-a 91A 138P

l,t 219-85 91A 138P

M 112-168 AA 16pt6A

H 55-1S 15A +

@-188 ?5{.1?5p

u t4-t& 
T 

t=+

w 746
c,&7
4f-151 78A

*61 i8A

zt-b3 125A

21-t6 15,,

2Sl.51 lR of 1?5A
'r*16 15A

' n
i ! r.tqt l25A
r' i 6\7 jAA

-pt c,td r r€c.

P r{ P 2634

P € h' 26aA
'Et .*. \n ot %A

P r! i iQ3!t

AcrqF l=a(ra

;+ardt

Thorns J. lhtker, estate M

died

tlittian Ridlar6on Ttsrre J. LhLker tl

SarLet Ridards tJitl,ian Ridnrsan M

Fred llol.tzlecker Sarct Ridarcb M

El.iz&th Dads Fred lbttzbeckr 1,1

lbisset

Arn l{o€es El.iz#th Daris f,l

George Davis sisters, Arn llo{es ll

& El.iz&th Daris

Stdfen Kir€stdr Geor* Davis A 17't& l2'f

Arrh6{ Porter stCEn KirEst6t l{ 12'5 164

lJittian l,l. sni$ ArEha{ Porter L 9-B'l 16A

Rar. Uil.l.ian snith tlittiem iloore x I ? 164

9nith, scr

tittianire Eord Rev. llittian Snith rl

Is€c lihtsar llittianiss Bord P

Petef tbtsar, sr. Isas lhtsql, scn P

did

Etiz&$ Petty Peters

lbry lbredith Reity

3/13/1741 Pern Osl Jcres P 63'ejr 2634

BooVP<e--Rl.l*egister sf Hi t ts

Cffirds Cctrt

*ccpies of &cuerts slmitted to VFNIP Ardriws.
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John Moore (II) Farm
Montgomery (Philadelphia) County, Upper Merion Township
Tradit ional site of Gen. Muhlenbergts guarters
Owned by John Moore (II) L76O = L779

John Moore (I) was one of the earl iest farmers to l ive in

the Valley Forge area. He bought 400 acres from David Powell in

LTog (Philadelphia County A-250) . When he died in, L740 the

inventory of his estate indicated an extensive farning

operation; i t  includ.ed an evaluation for 4oo acres, a large

number of animals, farm implernents and carpentry tools as well

as housefroia items. The inventory was conducted by Stephen

Evans and Daniel Walker, both of whom lived nearby

The property stayed in the Moore fanily after John's death.

The children of John (I) and his wife Ann were guite young at

the tirne of their father's death and the property was not

fonnally divided until L76o. At that time the two surviving

sons, John (II) and Mordecai, received. t i t le to 271 acres 20

perches and l-28.75 acres and 20 perches respectively (Montgonery

Co .  L7 -206 ' ) .

John Moore (II) died intestate in L779. His property was

divided in 1787 between his two oldest sons, John (If I) and

Richard (Montgomery Co. 3-L9o and 1,93) . John Moore (II I) died

intestate Ln L822 (Montgomery co. orphans Court #L27O6)

following which the farm was sold at a public sale" His son

John (IV) bought the house and 62 acres L30 perches (Montgonrery

Co. 40-578, also advert isement, Norristown Hera1d, January 8,

I
i

{

t,
f,
t
t,
t
t,
I
t
I
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l-823). A port ion of the property remained in the Moore family

until it was incorporated int,o the park. see Tabre 20 for the

complete chain of t i t1e.

Although the inventory of the estate of John Moore (rr) was

somewhat lirnited, it did include an unusual account of darnages

done to the property dur:ing the encampment,. rncluded in the

appraisal of the estate was the amount of 225 Brit ish pounds for

30 acres of  winter  gra in:

rrWhereas several acres of the Winter Grain
pastured by the horses of the Continental
appraised, . .  rt

The damages accounted for more than a third of

of the estate.

hath been
Army, and Damages

the total value

The John Moore farn lay in the Great Valley on limestone

soils derived from the Ledger Formation (see Figure 3). These

were excellent agricultural soi ls, weII suited for crop

production (USDA L967) .

Tax and inventory data were available for the period L740 to

L798 (see Table 21-  for  speci f ic  re ferences) .  fn  l -759 and L774

John Moore (ff) was taxed for seven catt le, four horses and

eight swine (Upper Merion Township Tax Records, Philadelphia

County Archives). John Moore (If),s L779 inventory indicated

sirni lar numbers of l ivestock with the addit ion of a pair of oxen

and l-8 sheep (Philadelphia Co. Estate #SS1 .

Wheatr ry€ and buckwheat were being grown on the farm in

L74O (John Moore ( I )  inventory,  Phi ladelphia Co.  #fOS; .  In
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L779, the inventory of John Moore (II) l isted ten tons of hay

and also referred to 30 acres of winter grain which was damaged

during the encampment. This was one of few direct references to

a specific acreagie of a particular crop from the encampment

period. See Table 21 for a cornplete l ist ing of sources.

Additional items included in the T77g inventory which

provided a gl,impse of the John Moore household, inctuded beds

and bedding, t,en chaitsr tea table and stand, black walnut desk

and bookcase, cupboard, 3o hour clock, fartn implenents and tools

and kitchenwares.

I
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T$l.e 20 6ain of Titte Jdn Hoore (II) Farm

DATE

1U?t/1e93
11/5/18

u$/fta7

3/WfiAl

tn

4/19/17fo

170

1M

GRA}ITM GRA}ITEE CAfiW

Edrin lloore 0qm. of PA ll

RidErd l,l@re, Edlin lloore M

did

JdEth{l (IV) & Ridard ll@re lt

Rachel li{oore, (brother)

reteee

Jdrn ll@re (IIl), Ridrard ll@re ll

reteee

Joln il@re (II). driteen P

did

Jdn tl@rc (II) & sptit father,s farm M

l'lordecai l'lore

Jdn ll@re (I), estate P

di€d

Da\rid Pq€tt Joln lil@re, (I)

BAK-ruE ACRES
wt&g 1A 5@
et t6?6

3-190 U6

3-193 114+35A

Adn. 65*

17-W 271AM

Adn. #105*

A-250 4mA

Ccuga-AFAttedrrey

C{hester

D{etanre

Ir+iilattgsrEry

HhitadetCria

*Ccpies qf &cuerts sllrnittd to VFlltP Ardriws.

BodVP+--Rtl*egister of l.litLs Actqe--AFAcre

C{rdtnrs Odrt PE+edl



t_1-8

TSLe 21 -- Ta(, Iny€ntory rd ll*pr lrirertigrent Data -- Jdn l|oofe (ll) Farm

$per l.lerim Torship -- ltotgglEry (Phita.) Ccmty

n o 1  @ , r r ' d  d  6  d d  d  ! : s t  @  * , * ' '
Ridand/Jdn Ridprd/Jdn

Acr€s 4& 1E 26 2E ZE 7n 1E/16 1?5./16 1?2.
(45 r.roodttrd

7 neado{)

Drcll.irg x xlx M5fAx24 stcrp

Bam 3ffi/35fi5 35S5

t*gritdrse stdp/

l4iLldrq'tse stqe

c a t t t e ? 2 . 6 7 8 5 2 4 3 3 R 4

H o r s € s 4 2 4 3 4 3 3 3 U 4 3

$ { i r E 4 8 8 1 2

$Eep % 18 12

oen Z

Geese 9

Trtefa 4

t$e€t 15A 30A

Brcldl€at x

W 10 tcrs

Htard

SdNGS

1,ldr., tloore (I) Inr,€ntory (Fhit*tdria Co. Arrfiiws, 1fl05)

trrwirciaL Ta,( Records (10'ls)

3.td|., 
lt*|. (II) Inrrntory (Ptrit*tSria co. Archi\€s, *55)

as+pty Tar (PA Ardriws, 3rd Seri6, voL.16)

5P.*r"t Dir€ct Tax (l6tc)

ql""pe." Ad,€rtissrE rt for Sal.e of Prcperty
PA Gazette, Deceltber T, 1gt

7,l.tr, t*rr. (IIl) Inaitory (llantgrery Oo. Rilfi59qz)

$€

I
I
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Mordecai Moore Farm
Montgomery (Philadelphia) County, Upper Merion Township
Tradit ional site of Gen. Morgan's quarters and those of the
Commissary off icers
Owned by Mordecai Moore 1-760 L802

Mordecai Moore, a carpenter, received this property from the

estate of his father, John Moore (I) in L76O (Philadelphia Co.

L7-2O6'). He retained ownership of the L28.75 acres and 20

perches unti l  his death in LB02 when it  passed to Alexander

Kennedy (Montgornery Co. i-6-365 and 367). No wil ls or estate

papers for Mordecai Moore could be found in Chester,

Philadelphia or Montgomery Counties.

The property was part of a large tract purchased ln 1-709 by 
I

Mordecaits father, John Moore (I) from David Powell.  See Table i

22 for  the chain of  t i t le"

Just prior to the encampment period Mordecai was taxed for

two cattle and two horses (Upper Merion Township Tax Records for j

L774, HSMC), which suggested that his main farming act iv i ty was

ra is ing gra in.  The L798 Federa l  Di rect  Tax (HSMC) l is ted a

granary as weII as a barn, milkhouse and dwell ing on the

proper ty  (Table 231.

An advert isement for the sale of Mordecai Moore's property

after his death in l-802 provided a general descript ion (a copy

is included in Appendix D):

rrOne valuable Plantation or tracc of Land, situated in
the township and country above ,:rent ioned (Upper
Mer ion) ,  about  L9 n i les f rom the cr ty  of  Phi ladelphia,
4 f rom Norr is town,  4 f rom the Turnprke road,  and one
from the r iver  Schuylk i l l ;  contarnrng L2B acres of
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Land, 30 or 40 acres of which is Wood-1andi 1-2 acres
of excellent vratered Meadow, the remainder arable
land in a high state of.cult ivation. There are on
said Plantation, a good stone Dwell ing-house, Kitchen
and Milk-house, a good Log Barn, Cart house and other
houses; a good bearing Orchard of upwards of 300 Apple
trees of the choicest fruit,  besides a variety of
other fruit trees, such as Pears, Peaches, Pluns,
Cherries, etc. The superior guali ty of the soi],  the
healthiness of the situation, and its commanding
elegant prospect will sufficiently recomrnend it. tt
(Norristown Herald and Weekly Advertiser, December 12,
L 8 0 2 ,  H S M C )

The farm was Iocated south of the Schuylki l l  River and east

of Valley Creek and lay along the Chester - Montgomery County

l ine (Figure 2). I t  was situated on the excellent

I imestone-derived soils of the Great Valley (Figure 3), which

were well suited for the field crops, meadows and orchards

mentioned above (USDA L967).

Alexander Kennedy, who purchased the farm from Mordecaits

heirs, guarried lirnestone on the property initiat,ing the

prosperous Kennedy farnily lime company for which Port Kennedy

was narned.
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T&Le 2. drain of Titl.e l'lor&cai lilore Fann

DATE

7H1%9

uBl1%3
u18/1r4t
vweE
5rDl1W
12/31/1W
q9/1m1

1Af l /1 f f i

11/18/1W

4t4/1W

3ra/Iw

'te9.4

4t13/18
1/17/1gB

1W

4/191fle

4/1A1W
1M

GRA}FR

Fr*k & Etiz. Croft

Helen Kuz

Frd* Croft

Is#|. Keery (ricbr)

J6. PqJtter€r

o<. of Robert Pedrin

R&rt Pedtin,

died

Jdn Arrhs

Eterpr zook (ridor)

Dwid Zook, died

lihrgaret KenEdy

tddr)
Atelt Kernedy, died

Isae ll@re

Adn. of lbrclecai ilore

lbrclecai lbore, died

Jdn ll@re (II)

Jdn t{@r€ (I), died

David PetL

CCLT.IIY BCK.PAGE ACREACE

u 1301-?6 41.21A
u 1W-492 49.6A
|.r 1040-491 49.6A
!,t 688-37 49.65A
r,r 557-13 49.66A
]4 58-tl6 49.6A
14 Nt #y163

il t&-ffi 88A &
1c6.&

il 351-37 88A &
16.&

r,r RrJ #i59
e,z1g7

r.f t5-218 ?!'IA 1@

n w #1613
cs36

t4 16-%7 1A-3/,A?p-
lf 16-366* 1A-3/A

& 2 P
rD p+rs 1A'3/A
file C,P,or l,l & 2P

]4 17-M

P Adn,#105* 4(Xn
P A-250 4mA

GRA}TTEE

Ccnm. of PA

El.iz. Kroft

Hel.en KUE

Frr& P. Croft

llil.l.ian Keedt

Jc. Pcutterer

sett

Rcbert Pedtin

Jdn Ar*6rs

Estate

Da/id Zook

uife llargaret

Ater Kenrdy

Isas il@re

l,lordecai libore

estate

Jdn l,l@re

CcrrtiesFA+tte$er!/

C{hester

D{el.mre

l++'latgffery

PE+liit*tCiia

BooVP+--Rt,+e9ister of LJitts Acreage--A#cre

C{cd|as Co.rt ful

*Copies of these dcurents s&nitted to vFNtP Artfiiws.
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Land, 30 or 40 acres of which is Wood-Iand, L2 acres
of excellent watered Meadow, the remainder arable
land in a high state of.cult ivation. There are on
said Plantation, a good stone Dwell ing-house, Kitchen
and Milk-house, a good Log Barn, Cart house and other
houses; a good bearing Orchard. of upwards of 300 Apple
trees of the choicest fruit,  besides a variety of
other fruit trees, such as Pears, Peaches, p1ums,
Cherries, etc. The superior guali ty of the soi1, the
healthiness of the situation, and its commanding
elegant prospect wil l  suff iciently recommend it . t t
(Norristown Herald and Weekly Advertiser, December 12,

The farm was located south of the Schuylkill River and east

of Valley Creek and }ay

I ine  (F igure  2) .  I t  was

limestone-derived soils Val ley (Figure 3),  which

meadows and orchardswere well suited for the field crops,

mentioned above (USDA L967).

Alexander Kennedy, who purchased the farm from Mordecairs

heirs, quarried limestone on the property initiating the

prosperous Kennedy fanily lime company for which Port Kennedy

was named.

along the Chester - Montgomery County

situated on the excellent

of the Great



T&te 2. Orain of TitLe l'lortlecai liloore Farm
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DATE GRAME

7fe/1%9 Fra* & El.iz. Croft
2/B/gA3 Helen Krrrz

U18/1nB Frt* croft
1t'fi/1913 Is&|. Keeqy (ridot)

5te/1% J6. Pculter€r
1U31/1W o<. of Robert Pedrin
4/19/1%1 Robert Pechin,

died
1417/1ffi Jdn Ardr*

11/1V188J Eterpr zook (Hi&H)

4/4/1& David zook, died

3t&/1g? l,largaret KernedY
(t{i&r)

1&4 Al.o< Kernedy, died

4113/1W Isac ilore
1117/18 ldr. qf ilordecai il@re

1@ llor&cai l,l@re, died

4/191176 Jdn ll@re (Il)

4/18/1W Jdn l.l@re (I), died
17tE Darid Pq€tt

tfor*cai ilore l'l 17'W

estate P Adn.#105*
Jdn il@re P A-ao

n Fpers 1A-3/rA
fite C,Pror'il & aP

4mA
4mA

GRAITTEE CO.ilTY

Ccnm. of PA ll

El.iz, Kroft ll

Hel.en Kuu ll

Frr* P. Croft l,l

tlittian Keedl l{

Jc. PcJtterer ll

sel. L H

R$ert Pedtin li'l

Jdn ArrhErs tl

Estate l.l

Darid Zook l,l

Hife ilargaret ll

Ato( Kernedy l,l

Isa* il@re ll

Bffi-PAGE

1301-216
1W-4n
1@0'-491
688.57
557-13
5A-46
*t {)9763

t&-ffi

fi1-57

RrJ f68
e2136,7
tJ-218

ftt#1613
as6
16-67
16-316.*

ACREAGE

41.21A
49.6A
49.6A.
49.65A
49.66A
49.66A

88A &
195.&
88A &
1cf.&

?!iIA 1@

1e3/An
1A-3/A
& 2 P

L
{

Cdnties=A+ttedr€r!/
C=€tr6tef
D.Oet*re
lt{drtgglPry
Hhita&t$ia

8od</P4e--R*{egister of l,li t ts

@{rcrds Cqft

Acre€r-Ailcre

P+erdl
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1@
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1m

12801 1zl11
50 1m

d
124

'18x26 stap
1&20 tog

1&12 stqe
19<38 tog

tog

Acr€s

Bctt irg

Kitdren

Ilitldcuse

Bam

Grrary
Cattl,e
tlorses
0c6ard

S.R(ES

1 ,'Prwircial. Ta( Records (HS[f)

)-Fe&ral. Direct Ta( (Hsrc)

1-Ad€rtisqErt, l{orristflr Heratd & t&ekty
Dec. 10, 18@ (ltsrc)

?
1W

1e
storE

x
x

Log

3@ trees
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peadr, ptm,

drerry)
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TABTE A -- Tax ad Ner,rs#r Ad\rertissrcnt Data -- lilcrdecai tiloce Farm
t+Fer Heriar Torship -- l'lqttgorEry (phita.) Ccnty
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Henry Pawling Property (rtMeadow Groverr and rrWalnut Hilltt)
Montgomery (Philade1phia) County, Providence Totrnship
Site of the Commissary
Owned by Henry Pawling (If) L739

This parcel Iay north of the rnain Encampment, across the

Schuy1kill River. It occupied the peninsula between the

Schuylkill and the Perkiomen Creek west of the James Vaux farm

(Figure 2). The farm was connected to the encampment by

Fatlands Ford and the Sull ivan Bridge. In addit ion, a ferry,

Iocated just downstream from the mouth of the Perkiomen Creek

and owned by the Pawling farnily, was operating at the time of

the encanpment (Kurtz L988). Thibaut (L982) has documented that

the Pawling property was the location of the Commissary

Department of the American Anny during the winter of L777-L778.

However, it is unclear exactly which site within the 500 acre

property was used to store food and supplies for the Continental

Army. Lloyd and Kurtz have studied the property extensively

(L loyd  1985 ,  Ku r t z  1988) .

Henry Pawling (If) acquired this 500 acre farm in ca. L73g

when his father, Henry Pauling (I),  died intestate (Philadelphia

Co. adm. D-L0O/Wi11 #5). The sibl ings of Henry Pawling (rr)

released their r ights to the land to hin. Henry Pauling (II)

I
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I
held this land through the Encampment period after which he

divided. it arnong his three sons John, Nathan and Henry (III) in

a series of transactions between L785 and LT}L culminating with

his wil l  (Montgonery County deeds 6-39 and 8-40, and Wil l

# 4 e 7 6 ) .

Eventually the Pawling fanity established two homesteads on

the original tract, rtMeadow Groverr and rrWalnut HiLltr.  Meadow

.Grove was located to the west adjacent t,o Pawling's Ford and the

ferry site, Walnut HiIl was to the east closer to Fatland Ford

and the site of the Sullivan bridge. A house was apparently

buil t  before L736r ds one was mentioned. in a petit ion for a road

fi led that year (Court of Quarter Sessions, packet, 24, #6L,

Philadelphia Co. Archives). That early dwell ing nay have been

the Meadow Grove house (Kurtz L988). Henry Pawling (II I)

received the parcel containing the Walnut HilI Mansion House,

t, i t le to this parcel is traced in Table 24.

Providence Township Tax Records (Table 25) show that in the

four assessments between L76g and L783, Uenry eawling (II) owned

stock ranging frorn three to four horses, five to L2 cattle and

l-5 to 20 sheep. His livestock holdings were larger than most of

his neighbors but not excessive given the extent of his

acreage. Henry Pawling (ff) was also assessed for owning two to

three slaves d.uring this period. Tax records for L776 indicated

that Henry's eldest son, John, was occupying part of the

property as he was taxed for 200 acres, one negro, three horses,

I
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six cows and a ferry. The same year Henry Pawling (II) was

taxed for 29O acres, two negroes four horses and eleven cows

(Provicial Tax Records, Philadelphia Co. Archives).

A record of wheat purchased from Henry Pawling during the

years 1-757 to L763 was contained in the Mount Joy ledger books

(HSP). In L76O Pawling sold 325 bushels of wheat, to the forge.

However, it cannot be assumed that all of this wheat was

produced on the Meadow Grove and Walnut Hill properties unless

it can be determined that they were the only agricultural lands

which Pawling owned at the tirne. fnterpretation of this

information is further complicated by the fact that Henry,s son,

Benjamin Pawling, was a mil ler"

The inventory of Henry Pawling (f l ,s) estate in L791

(Montgomery Co. RW 49761, was not realist ic for an operating

farn. Agricultural items totalled only one red cow and 25

bushels of wheat. Perhaps the farming operations were

considered to be his sons' possessions at that point. Pawling,s

neighbor James Vaux witnessed the wiIl.

The l-823 wil l  of Henry Pawling (II I) (Montgornery Co. RW

4978) contained an inventory more indicative of a viable farn.

It  l isted wheat, corn, buckwheat, hay, oats, ty€, catt le and

swine on a parcel of 260 acres.

There was one direct reference to the use of the landscape

on this farm. In 1798, Nathan Pawling died and his widow sold

his farm to his brother Henry Pawling (If I) who, one year later,

{
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advertised the property for sale in the Norristown Gazette (13

December L799, vol. L, No. 27r. The advert isement described the

parcel of L54 acres as containing 70 acres of f ields, 60 acres

of woodlands and 20 acres of rrwatered and bottom meadow. r l

Although this land use description was for only LS4 acres, the

topography and soils of the rest of Henry pawling (II) rs

holdings make it  l ikely that a sirni lar mix of land use prevailed
:

on the rest of his farm as welI.

The Pawling property was entirely underlain by Triassic red

shale (Figure 3). Soils derived from this parent material are

generally productive for nost agricultural crops (USDA L967).

This was consistent with the L799 real estate advertisement

(Norristoldn Gazette, L3 December L799, VoI. L, No. 27, which

touted these soils as being rrof the first quality for wheat. tl

Alluvial soils along the Schuylkill flood plain and other small

streams were fertile but their wetness likely rnade then more

suitable for forage crops or pasture (USDA L967).

It seems apparent that agricultural fields occupied most of

the well-drained upland areas of this farm, meadows for hay or

pasture were on the broad areas of the Schuylkill floodplain and

scattered woodlots were located along stream bottomsr oD steep

slopes and any other areas not advantageous for crops. The

flood plain area west of the existing Meadow Grove Springhouse

(LCS 116) contains a visible channel or swale which may be

related to early agricultural use of the area as a drained or

I
{

L
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watered meadow (Kurtz L988).

Henry Pawling (rI) was a lawyer in addition to his farming

operation. His overall prosperity was indicated by an unusually

Iarge acreage of fert i le soi ls, relatively large holdings of

animals, and his possession of slaves.
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Tabl.e 24 Chain qf Titte tlenry P*d,irg (II) Farm
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David Potts/Wil l iam Dewees, Jr. Property
Chester County, Schuylkill (Charlestown) and Tredyffrin
Townships
Montgomery County, Upper Merion Township
Site of the Mount Joy Forge and the Bake House
ForgelBake House tract owned by David Potts L773 1798

This property included the Mount Joy Forge and.associated

structures as well as the dwelling known as the Bake House. The

core property (designated as Parcel B in Figure 2) was acqluired

by David Potts from his brother Joseph in L773 (Montgonery Co.

65-55). David retained ownership unti l  his death in L798, his

estate f inal ly sold the property to Sam Hockley in L806

(Montgornery Co " 2L-347) .

The tract was originally part of the Manor of Mount Joy, and

was the major portion of the L75 acres deeded to Stephen Evans

and Daniel Walker by Wil l iam Penn in L742 (Philadelphia Co.

G3-97). Stephen Evans and Daniel Walker both l ived on

properties within VFNHP but not on this one (see descriptions of

the aenjamin Jones and Abijah Stephens Farms). The earl iest

residences were probably those of forge and mill workers (Stone

L967) .  See Table 26 for  the chain of  t i t le .

David Potts and his business partner (and brother-in-1aw),

Wil l iam Dewees , Jr.. ,  also owned other parcels of land along both

s ides of  Val ley Creek (Parcels  A,  C and D in  F igure 2) .  A L758

survey depicting Parcel c is shown in Figure 8. This land,

including the steep, rocky quartzite and schist slopes of Mount

Joy to the east and Mount Misery to the west of Valley Creek
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(Figure 3, Figure 4), were shor*n as forested by Duportai l

(Figure 5). Potts and Dewees also owned a non-contiguous tract

consist ing of 50 acres and 1-48 perches located between the John

Moore ( I I )  and Samson Davis  farms (Parcel  E in  F igure 2) .

By L774 David Potts and Wil l iam Dewees, Jr. owned more than

l-000 acres between them, their holdings eventually total led

8,000 acres in Philadelphia and Chester Counties (Thibaut

L9B2).  I t  was forested land for  the most  par t  (F igure 5)  and

served to supply wood for charcoal needed for the forge

A descript ion of the forge and associated lands was included

in an advert isement in the Pennsylvania Gazette of October L3,

L 7 9 0  z

rrA forceable forge, with four f ires and two hammers, well
founded on a large dam of L7 feet head and fal l .  Also an
excel lent  s l i t t ing and ro l l ing rn i l l  upon the same dam, wi th
a large stone coal house to each. Also a good stone house
and barn, blacksmith and ccoper's shop, with a number of
small houses to accomodate ' ;orknen. with these wil l  be sold
about 550 acres of land, of 'rhich about L5 acres of watered
meadow, 5O ditto plough land, the remainder woodland, part
of which has been cut many years and is now in a thriving
state. r l

The Bri-tish raid on the Potts,/Dewees forgre was a key event

in the Revolutionary War activity at Valley Forge. Wil l ian

Dewees,  Jr .  depredat ion c la im descr ibed not  on ly  h is  losses,  but

the events leading up to the raid. Excerpts from the claim

fo l low:

rrYour Petit ioner begs leave further to Represent, that
December fo l lowing,  His  Excel lency Genera l  Washington p laced
his  Canp great ly  upon your  Pet t t lcner 's  Land:  Whereupon the
greatest  par t  o f  h is  s tandi -ng T int ,er ,  and a l l  h is  Fences,
was and were dest roY'd,  which Jepr t ' :ed your  Pet i t ioner  of

I
t
I

l
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!

L
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fsaac Potts Property
Montgomery (Philadelphia) County, Upper Merion Township
Site of Washington's Headguarters
Owned by fsaac Potts L773 L793

Isaac Potts purchased the property containing two mil1s and

a dwelling and rights to the dam which supplied water to the

rni l ls from his brother, Joseph Potts, 
. in 

L773 (Montgomery Co.

3-41-6). At the t ime of the encampment the property was

apparently rented to Deborah Hewes, to whom Washington in turn

paid rent for use of the dwelling as hj-s headquarters (Thibaut

L e 8 2 ) .

The property was part of a L75 acre tract, Iocated on the

east side of Valley Creek at i ts mouth (Figure 21, which was

deed.ed to Stephen Evans and Daniel Walker by William Penn in

L742 (Phi ladelphia Co" G-397) .  F i rs t  acgui red by the Pot ts

farni ly in L757, the property originally included the forge and

associated buildings as well as the rni l ls mentioned above" The

separation of the miI1 property from the forge complex was first

envisioned by John Potts, Sr. when he wrote his wil l  in L767.

The subdivision was formalized in L768 with the transfer of:

rra certain messuage or tenement Grist nill sawmill and a
small piece of land thereunto belongingtt

from John Potts, Jr. to John Potts, Sr. (Philadelphia Co.

T6-230). Isaac Potts retained ownership of the ni l l  tract unti l

L793 when he sold i t  to Jacob PauI (Montgomery Co. 9-243') .  See

Tab1e 28 for the chain of t i t1e.
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While the property included two industrial enterprises, a

saw nil l  and a grist rni l l ,  some agricultural and hort icultural

activity was also i-ndicated by tax records, wil ls and deeds (see

Table 29 for  speci f ic  re ferences) .  The wi l l  o f  John Pot ts ,  Sr . ,

writ ten in L767, contained a graphic descript ion of the ni l l

property

i lWhereas I stand seized of a certain Grist MilI  in the
County of Philadelphia known by the name of the Valley Mill
and of a small piece of ground thereunto belonging bounding
and described as fol lows, Yiz. beginning at the Valley Creek
where the Great road crosses it, Thence along the same road
towards Philadelphia by the Gardens to the fence of the
field on the North side of the said road fence along the
said fence to the barnyard, thence along the fence between
the garden and said barn-yard to the road leading to the
Schuylkill thence along the same road to the other side of
the barn-yard and thence up the barn-yard fence through the
field to the niddle of the old orchard in the Hollow, thence
by a straight line to Schuylkill thence up Schuylkill to the
mouth of Valley Creek to the place of beginning
(Ph i l ade lph ia  Co .  W i f l  # l -8e ) .

The description in the will together with information

conta ined in  a L768 deed (Phi lade1phia Co.  16-230)  a l lowed

Thibaut to draw a plot plan of the tract as it rnay have existed

in L768 (Thibaut  J .982,  p .  L81) .  shown are locat ions of  a  garden

(vegetable presunably), orchard, fences, barn-yard and f ield.

Upper Merion Township tax records for l-783 and L789 mention

the presence of two head of cattle, four to eight horses and six

sheep, further indication of tirnited farrning activity on the

property. The L8l-4 inventory of Jacob Paul provided a more

extensive record of agricultural activit ies

(Ph i l ade tph ia  Co .  Es ta te  # ta+1 .  I t  l i s ted

mare, one ox, L1- hogs and l-2 shoats and two

on the property

two cows, one brown

sheep; Crops l isted
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were wheat in the sheaf, hay in a r ick as well as hay in the

barn and in stacks, oats in the sheaf, fndian corn, potatoes in i

the ground, f laxseed, turnips in the ground, and one half acre

of wheat and rye.

The property was underlain by Triassic shale and al luvial

deposits associated with the mouth of Valley Creek (Figure 3,

Figure 4). The f loodplain area was undoubtedly the most

productive soil  on the tract and was assumed to have been the

location of the vegetable garden mentioned in John Potts, Sr. 's

wil l  (Thibaut Lg82). The miI ls, because of their dependence on

water power derived from Valley creek via a ni l l  race

constructed east of the creek, were also located in the

floodplain"

This property was probably also the site of a boat landing

on the Schuylkil l  River. fn a septenber 16, L7'17 letter from 
i

Clement Biddle to George Washington, Biddle described evacuating 'r

supplies stored at the neighborrng forge, which was threatened

by the advancing Brit ish, t ,o boats at a landing on the

Schuylki l l  rrnot 4OO yardsrr fron the stores (Thibaut L982) . The

likely docking place was at, the end of the road which crossed
i

this property and went to the river bank. In peace tine this i

dock nay have also been used to load local farm products and

iron produced by the forge onto river boats for transport to

market.

A paint ing ent i t led | tVal ley Forqe, Autumnrt  by fsaac Wil l ians

dated l -853 is current ly in the col  lect  lon of  the Histor ical
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Society of Pennsylvania. I t  shows Washingtonrs Headquarters

from across the river with two other buildings in the

background. The relationship of the buildings in this Lg53

view, to those thought to be on the property at the tine of the

encampment,, should be investigated. Assuming that the painting

was an accurate representation of the site in 1853, i t  night

provide useful clues to the location of outbuildings and the

appearance of the land. The painting showed trees and fences as

well as the locations of several addit ional buildings.



Tabte 28 6ain of Titte Isarc Potts Prwrty

DAIE 6RA}ITM GRAIIEE CO.NTY BCK-PA6E ACREAGE
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TABLE 33 -- Tax rd Iny€ntory Data -- /rbi jdr stClers Farm
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Upper Merion Township tax records listed David

Stephens as the owner of 300 acres between L769 and L786.

The tax records showed small numbers of horses (one or

two) and catt le (one to four) to have been present on the

farm. The Duportail map showed an orchard in the vicinity

of the Stephens house (Figure 5 and Thibaut L9e2r. See

Table 35 for  re ferences.

Abijah Stephens' wil l  (Montgomery Co. Estate #571-7

probated Novenber 2L, L825) provided a more complete

picture of farrning operations on the site. I t  l isted a

total of L4 catt le (nine head of fat catt le, four cows and

a cal f ) ,  four  horses and a co l t ,  25 sheep and 29 hogs.

Crops mentioned in the inventory associated with the will

included wheat, oats t Tye, fndian corn, barley, buckwheat,

flax and hay. The inventory also included an extensive

list of furniture and household items including two dining

tables, 18 chairs, eight bedsteads and associated bedding,

four looking glasses, desks, three chests of drawers, a

corner cupboard and three stoves.
- 

The farm included a large expanse of dolomite

(lirnestone) derived soil with gentle rolling topography

which would have been eminentllt suitable for field crops

(Figure 3, Figure 4) . A cluster of quarry holes can sti l l

be seen in the southeastern corner of the tract, however

no evidence could be found that iirnestone was being

I
i
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quarried during the encampment period. The northern third

of the farm consisted of slopes of Triassic red shale

which formed the valley of the Schuy1kill River. The

slopes, which were cut by several small ravines, were

shown by Duport,ail (see Thibaut Lg82) to have been

forested at the beginning of the encampnent period.

Additional forested land was located in the southwestern

corner of the farm which included the eastern 
tslope 

of

Mount Joy (Figure 5). Al luvial f lats along the river were

shown by Duportail as open meadow with scattered trees

( F i g u r e  5 ) .

This large farm contained a variety of resources which

should have been the basis for a prosperous operation.

Abijah Stephens' wil l  and extensive estate inventory also

reflect a well-to-do farmer.
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Tabte 34 6ain of Titl.e Darid Stedrcrs Farm

GM}'ITM GRA}ITEE CO.}IW BCK-PAGE ACREAGE
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TABLE 35 -- Tax ad Im€ntory Data -- David StCleTB Farm

tNper I'bricn Torship -- l,brtgqrEry (Phita.) Cqrlty
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Maurice Stephens Farrn
Montgomery (Philade1phia) County, Upper Merj-on Township
Tradit ional site of Gen. Huntington's quarters
Owned by Maurice Stephens L76L-L825

Maurice Stephens was the owner of this L50 acre farm from

L76L unti l  L825. Although he was the second son of David

Stephens, he received t i t le from his maternal grandmother,

El inor  (Edwards)  Evans (Montgomery Co.  Estate #83) ,  who had

bought the l-50 acre tract, originally part of the Manor of Mount
I

Joy,  f rorn the agents of  Wi l l iarn Penn in  L742 (Phi ladelphia Co.  i /

G 3 - 2 5 3 ) .

Maurice was under lega1 age when he inherited the.property.

Upper Merion Township tax records for L769 l isted an assessment

ti

l
for Zachariah Davisr ds well as a property assessment for E1inor

I
Evans' estate. From this i t  was inferred that Zachariah Davis ]

occupied the farm as a tenant at the tirne of the encampment.

Not unti l  L77g did Maurice Stephens' name appear on the tax

ro l ls  (Prov inc ia l  Tax Records,  Fhi ladelphia Co.  Archives) .

Maurice retained ownership of the property unti l  L825 when he

sold i t  to  Wi l l iarn Henry (Montgomery Co.  5L-590) .  See Table 35 I
'J.

for the chain of t it le 
t

The inventory of Elinor Evans' estate in l-761- provided some i

insight into farning activity on the l5o acre farm sixteen years 
f

before the encampment (Montgomery Co. EstaLe #83). It was 
J

evident from her wil l  that E1inor was I iving on the property

when she died. The inventory of her possessions was not
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extensive, but i t  did include some agricultural products along

with household art icles. The inventory was done by neighbors,

John Moore and Daniel Walker. I t  l isted a rni lk cow, half a

stack of hay and wheat in the stack; also mentioned were f lax

and lrool as well as a number of iterns of furniture and household

items. The wiII also mentioned two negro slaves owned by Elinor

Evans. See Tab1e 37 for a sunmary of site specif ic inforrnation.

The farrn was located east of the David Stephens tract and

with its northern boundary along the south shore of the

Schuylki l l  River (Figure 2). The northern half of the farm Iay

on the Triassic red shale deposits and included wooded slopes

overlooking the river according to the Duportai l  map (Figure 3,

F igure 4,  F igure 5) .  A long the r iver  i tse l f  was a broad

alluvial plain, which Duportai l  showed as a meadow area with

scattered trees (Figure 5). The shape of the tract, broader at

the northeast end, served to maxirnize the inclusion of al luvial

land along the river.

The best agricultural soi ls were found in the southern half

of the farm which was underlain by dolornite ( l irnestone) of the

Ledger formation (Figure 3). The Duportai l  map also showed

addit ional meadovt area in the center of the farm (Figure 5).

It  was diff ieult to guage the relative prosperity of this

farm as only limited data were found relating directly to

on-site farrning activity during the encampment period, but the

l ist ing of two slaves means it  was probably of some wealth.



DATE

6/6/1919
8/8/1916
2m/1p15

10/'tu1w
4/1/1W

GRA}JTCR

Drvid Dal.l.e

Jdn A. Narrn

UitLian V.H€rBel.

*rerift

I. Hestm Tod

Tabl.e 3 drain of Titte lla.nice Stephes Farm

GRA}TIEE CTLilW BCK-PAGE ACREAGE

cqm.of PA n D1'49 191.68A
Drvid Dattc n 76-9 191.558A
El.iz#th HerseL t4 7t6'g 191.668A
NaIEn

lln. V. llerset 14 614-W 2Bn 86p+4t-ts
Charl.es l,f. Tod )i 412'175 ATAW
(Hr'{t)

4/1/1W George Piersot l. Hestm Tod 14 412-172 A7A&P
4m/1&. Jergni*r Piersol. George Piersot M Rl', 181

4f2/1863 t'iittian F,erry Dr.Jersnidr Piersot M 1?9.1A ATAW

EM16 ltarice St$'€rs t.littian Henry l'l 61-590 268A 4P

1761 El,e*pr Eras, died lla.rice StCterE P Estate ffi* 150A
(Grarbm)

Eterpr E\ds P GS.UB!
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TABI"E 37 -- Tax ad Irn€ntory Data -- Marice Stdlers Fann
tlper llerim To,r'strip -- li,lontgKnEry (Phita.) Ca.nty

v61'l nd rn1
150

@
150

d
150

17801 'tnl11

150 150Acr€s 150
Drcl,tirg
l'li Lkhcr.rse
Bam
Sl.aves 2
C€ttte 1 4

d
250

16x25 tog
15x20 stqe

18x40 tog
1 1 1

1
. 2

Horses

I 
sleeP

hheat x
' tlq/ stak

Fl.a,\ x

I tbol ,x
I
t ,

SORcES

I t
i I 

'Eterpr 
E\dE lritntory (Ptril.*L$ria Co. Ardri\res ffi)

\
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i L 0cd{ied fiz Z. Davis 17@
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3f"d"of 
Direct Tax (HstG)
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The picture of the landscape that emerged from the

narrative descript ions was consistent from L77L Eo 1-8L3 (Table 
I

3g). cleared f ields amounted to 1-50 acres, and about'  one-third 
I

of the farrn was wooded (l-30 acres in l-803). Sixteen acres were 'r

in meadows, at least some of which were trwatered meadowsrt I
I

(Pennsylvania Gazette February 26, L783) '

The f ields had received l ime at between 50 and L00 bushels 
I
I

per acre and a fenced garden had been rrwell mdnqr€d;'rr Three

apple orchards and a peach orchard totalling between 2oo and 300

grafted trees were also described (Pennsylvania Gazette,

February 26, 1783). Both l irning and manuring were new

techniques not generally practiced by most farmers at that time'

A large lirne kiln was mentioned on the property in L783 and

a rrmerchant mil l t t  was nearbY, probably the miI l  of neighbor

Rowland Evansr otr the Perlciomen Creek, mentioned in the L77L and

L7g4 property descript ions (Montgornery co. 7-899 and

philadelphia co. IL2-54). Numerous buildings were l isted on the

property in L783, including a large dwell ing, a carriage house'

a smoke house, a cow house and a hog house (Pennsylvania

Gaze t te ,  Feb rua tY  26 ,  L783) .

Triassic red shale, which underl ies this entire farm,

generally forms soils with high agricultural potential (Figure 
I
i

3 | USDA Lg67:| . Limestone for the kiln on this property $tas

probably transported frorn guarries south of the schuylki11. I
i

Floodplains and stream bottoms had ferti le, alluvial soils but 

i
I
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were better suited to forage or pasture because they were often

wet  (USDA L967) .  Wel l  dra ined uplands that  were not  too s teep

were probably occupied by f ields and orchards. Forests,

covering about I/3 of the area, probably occurred in a patchwork

, of wood lots on steep land and stream bottoms, areas not

suitable for cult ivation. About, l-6 acres of meadow for hay or

pasture were probabll i '  located. on the f loodplain of the

chuy1kil l  River. The fenced ki-tchen grarden was 1ikeIy located

.i ,  near the manor house.

There were many indications that James Vaux was a prosperous

farmer. His farm was one of the largest in the neighborhood, i t

r '  lay on fert i le soi l  and supported relatively large numbers of
I'  

l ivestock. In L77L, as a 24 year old imrnigrant who had only

I srr ived in the Colonies one year earl ier, Vaux must have already

been a man of means to purchase this large property.

James Vaux was also known as a leader for his experiments

with scientif ic agriculture (Menoirs of PSPA) as was discussed

in an earl ier section of this report. His experiments

demonstrated that he was forward-looking but also that his farm

was probably an economic success. A poor, struggling farmer was

not l ikely to r isk his crops experimenting with unconventional

practices with uncertain benefits.

A l-908 newspaper art icle indicated that James Vaux was also

a pioneer in the introduction of anthacite coal:

tran interesting account of his experiments in i ts adaptation
to heating and cookingr purposes is to be found in an early
number of the Franklin fnstitute Journalrf (North American,
November 22,  1-908 )



r67

James Vaux was unconventional in other aspects of his l i fe

as weII. During the Revolution he was censured by his Quaker

meeting for taking sides in the confl ict by signing an Oath of

Allegiance to the Continental cause (Vaux Farni ly Fo1ders, HSIIC

and HSP, Pennsylvania Archives,  2nd Ser ies,  Vol .  3 ,  p .  6  and

23). Vaux also f i led a depredation claim for war damages by the

Brit ish (Autograph Collection HSP, Case 19, Box 26) and owned

slaves, two other practices which were contrary to the beliefs

of nany Quakers.

Although James Vaux was not a typical farmer his farm offers

a rich potential as a site for Park interpretation. A great

deal is known about the Encampment era land use on this farn.

More irnportantly, the unorthodox fanning method.s of James vaux

made him a pioneer in the effort to inprove agricultural

production in America.

fn addit ion to Vaux, Wil l ian Bakewe1l, owner of Fatlands

from L803 to L821, was also a member of the. PSPA. Bakewell

wrote two articles that were read before the Society which were

referred to an earl ier section of this report. fn an l-81-L

netrspaper advertisement Bakewell listed ram lambs for sale, "of

the mixed Merino and English breeds.rr He also l isted a

blacksmith's house and shop to rent or sel l ,  and a tenement to

be rented.  (Norr is town Hera ld. ,  Septenbet  7,  L81L,  HSMC.)  A

copy of this advertisement is included in Appendix D.

william Bakewell's daughter Lucy married John James Audubon,

art ist/ornithologist and neighbor to the north.

i
{ ' '

l-
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Tabte 38 Onin of Titl.e Jares Va-o< Farm

DATE GRA}JTCR CRA}ITEE

3n4/1W Peter J. Canie[ USA

12/7/1% Jdn J. $rirrers, Peter Caniet

J r .

1U11/1%!5 Rea[ Estate Trust Jdn $tirrers

Co. of Phita.,

tnstee H€rry E.

tletheri l, L et al..

1/8/'194.1 Heirs of Jdn R.E.T.Co of

l{drb Ltstheritt Fhit*|.$ia

,/16/1ffi Jdn fldrb to brothers rd

!'JetheritL, died sisters

4ru1W sheriff - Jdn il. tbtheritt

est. of I'lil.l.ian

tbtheri l. L

4f8fi872 tlittian l,btheritt, to dril,dren

did

1W Racflel, tletheritL, to dritderr

died

fnl1% sheriff - Lrn. $letheritt

est. of lJitl.ian

Lbtpri t l.

1W San t€6eril.t, to wife Radrel. P

did rd drit*en

8m/1@ Sar* Bakerett, San l^bdpritt tl J8-5@ 1% 3/tA

ex. tln. BakeeLl.

1821 Lln. BakereLt, died to rife & dritdren ll Estatc f/4lr

10111/1W Jarcs Exirg tfi. Bake€tl. r. '1.18( 3@a75P.

10/15/181 Jdn EdrLin Al.ten Jares sergetrtt Erire r '5 lS2 WA7*

9110/1& JarEs VaD( Jdn E. Atten A | 9 3(PA 75P

6/$/1m JdrEs lbrgil JarEs Var( P : '2-54; 3@A 75P

3 nrtgees P ,u'r 8t 6-n5,
r '2 55, x15-1&

fn4/V6 PA Lad co. of JaIEs l,lorgm 'r3( crted 116 1tA

Lqdcn

t_68

3118/V$n lhorEs Leflis Jams ilorgrt

5n/fi16 Thdr6 lbrggl Jarcs llorgrr

1U4/17J8 Edard FamEr TtrcrIE ilorgrl

CCI.}IW BCK-PA6E ACREAGE

M 4?04-885 145.GA
t4 1 ]3-1n 216.11A

t4 1710-119 3A.q

N 1!49-17

r{ Rs, #19512

n 32-1n

3D.9A

P rli L l. *519

P r,riLt #6

tf 65-1@ 1%3/A

fD( crt€d 82A

P { 5- l'lct 1mA
.o t  c l t€d

i
I
[ '

I

CcutFAFAttedsy Book/P4g--p1+X6gister of tli lts ^cr€q!- 'A=Acre

C{|ester

D{el.ere

if+,ldrtStclrEry

PE+hit*tCria

@{rfi{B ccrrt ful

*cqies of these &onents srjxhitted to VFNIP Ardrilrs.
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Dtcl'l'irs

I 
Kitchen

l .
I

1 6 9

TABLE 39 -- To( Data -- JarEs Va.x Farfl (Fattdds)

Prwiderce Torship -- lhntgsrery Cqrrty

ts1 tn+1 ,rn 'vm\ rzeol tre.1 tre1 6
Acr€s 380 3m 3m W. W. W. W 301

' 
Srpkdrcse 15x18 sto'e

Bam 50<35 stae
I

f s t a r , e s 2 4  1 2 2
r -  G t t l , e  1 0  3  2  4  8  5  5

H o r s e s 7 5 6 4 6 5 5

x x x x x 4&€Sstcre
24x18 stae

15 10t sheep
t ,

SCIRCES

I
I 

lPrwircial. 
Tal( Records (HsE)

I
ZFederat Dir€ct Ta( (HSC)

I
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TABLE 40 -- Iri€ntory, Ne,lspr Adrertisorpnt rd MisceLl.aeqs Data'-- JdiEs Vdr( Farm (Fatttrds)

Prcvidence Tcrrship -- IlontgqrEry Cdnty
I

Drcttirg x
Cariage Hcrse

Bam 65)65

Kitd€n

9mke Hcr.se

Ccr{ tl(r,lse

l{og Hose

1 2
M '  1 8-----

, 3 0 n 2
(150 cl,eared) (16 tinber,

pl.c neado.r)

45y35
x

x
x
x

3 @ 3 @
(130 t{oods, (2@ cteared,

16 read*r, 1@ Hoods)

& 150 cLeared)

45y3S stqE

storE

storE

( A
181T 181r- m

(1/3 t{ooded)

45x35 stae
x

storE
' stcrE, 2 story

storE

x

2
storE

x

1@71s/r41eB3 rr

$nith Hose & Shop

Terrs|t Hcuses

$rindtose
Ice tlcuse

Br€H lld-Ee x

PdJttry tlcuse

Hq/ tldrse

Sheep l{dJse

Thrrehirs Hitl.

Linekitn x
Cattl.e

den

llorses

$rire

$teq

Dqkey

l$eat

Bartqy

Corn

&-chheat

w
drards ryl,e & peadr 2G) trees
oats

$€
Rrpkirs

a
x
x
x
x

r
[ ,

rr

I
f_:
I
a

t.
rf

t|_;

x
%t

mt
x

t
f '
I
ti

t ' '
L.

I
r -
I
L_-

I

I
t
I

I
I
I

L,

r
["r

, r l
t ;
IJ5@ br, (18A)

x
in no6, Er frt

x
80 tas (Tirodry & Cl.c^€r)

160 ryl,e pl.r.rs other "fptes & peadres
x
x
x
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TABLE 40 -- In\€ntory, Nd€paper Ad\,ertissrEnt rd Miscettrpcr.s Data '- Jales Var( Fann (Fatttrds)

€063

L 7  ) "

t 
. Prwidence Torship -- MmtgcrEry Cdrtty

I n l  1 d @ 1@1Wr4 18135

( : .
I Cl,c^,er
I

I Turnips
Ferced Garden x x

f": strd x x
I
I

so.RGs

f ' ' t . ' E, 
'Advertiserent for Sate of Property -l'lenpirs PSPA Vot.3 p.155

| , Pernsyl.\trtia Gazette, Fehrary 8, M

| 
2ld,ertiselcnt for Sate of Property 6ldv".titvtt foc Sal.e of Property

I Perrq/t nia Gazette, Fehrary 26, 17?B llorristfri Heratd, Atg.st 7, 1813

3 7
f 
- 'ndartiseirent for Sal,e of Pr€perty 'l'littian Bak*tt tJitt

L 
ltorristsr llerald, Oct. 13, 186 (ihntgoEry Co. Ardrires Nl #741,

4oescripticr 
ry Robert srtctiff qrted

I in Ltq/ 1S p. 5-6
L-

|  - '

I
t^__.

I
ll

I
l ,
L
i
L
I
L-
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John Waggonseller Farm
Montgomery (Philadelphia) County, Providence Township
Owned by John Waggonseller L772 1799

John Waggonseller purchased this L25 acre farm from John

Porter in L772 (recited in Montgomery Co. 22-L49) and owned it

unti l  his death in 1-799 (Montgonery Co. RW 7LL6, OC 20L47). His

heirs sold the property to Henry Wismqr i-n 1-802 (Montgonery Co.

2 2 - L 4 e )  .

John Porter purchased the tract from Barney Pawling in L763,

the same year Pawling obtained it  at a public sale of the

holdingrs of the Pennsylvania Land Cornpany (recited in Montgomery

Co. 22-L49, also advert isement Pennsylvania Gazette, Decembet 4,

L76o). See Tab1e 4L for the chain of t i t le

Tax records for 1-759 to L783 (Provincial Tax Records, MCHS)

listed a dwelling, two or three horses and two to four head of

catt le present on the farm. Beginning in L782 eight to ten

sheep were also mentioned. However, John Waggonseller 's L799

inventory provided the most comprehensive data on fanning

activity on the property (Montgomery Co. RW 7LL6, OC 2OL47'l  .

fn that year the livestock holdings included four horses,

nine head of cattle, twelve sheep, twelve hogs and fourteen

beehives. Field crops rl in the groundrr were l isted: eleven acres

of Indian corn, eleven acres of wheat and rye, seven and one

half acres of wheat, and a trpatch of potatoes and pumpkins.It fn

addition the inventory included references to stored guantities

of buckwheat, rye, oats, hay and f lax (Table 42).
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The farm was located on Triassic red shale north of the

t ' -
I 

Schuylkill River and east of the vaux farm and probably had

fer t i le  so i ls(F igure 2,  F igure 3) .  The guant i t ies of  both
I
L livestock and crops l isted in John Waggonseller's 1"799 inventory

[, 
suggested a very productive farr{r considering that it was only

I
L25 acres in s ize.
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T$l.e 41 drain of Titte Jdnr l,laegtrEetler Farm

4/4/1W tlal.ter S. Jernirgs Peter s. R+

DAIE GRA}TTM
4/AJ19n Atbert C. Mirsl.e
5/5/1A3 Isac 0. Hoffer
4/13/1912 Arm Hedts/
|ru1W Peter S. R+

GRA}ITEE

Bettefqrte Tnst co.

Al.bert C. l,lirgl.e

Isad D. HoffrEr

Arna Hedtqf

mffrY BaK-ruE AcREs
A 11CE,-g mrt. &f.
tf 886-y0 V.@,7A
t4 573-6 71.6,7A
n 673-2tfr nA ffm

61-2n
n 271-151 & TIA fln

misc. lb-168
t4 zll-149 VA ffn

M RiJ 16t99
t 1921

t4 71-1% nA fin
n 49-A1 18A?

M RU 7116
@n147

n 2-14y l?9A 1&

M Ril 17451*

Not cited or rec.
ilot cited or re 125A 15?
Not cited or rrc 125A 15?

t-
I
I

I
t
i
t
t

4A/14 est. of Jasthan

P. Tqll,or

1& Jcrnthan P.

Tqytor, died

3m/1W ,6r*tan Kotb

11/13/1& o<. of Herry

tligler

1&. llery !li*er,

died

4/5/'l8P heirs of Jdrt

tlaggtrEetter

tbl.ter S. Jerrrir€s

Peter S. R+ &
Le(Erd Tqt/l.or
Jqlathan P. Tqt/l.or

/6r*an Kol.b

heirs

llerry lli*er

1N

3n/1m
4n1/fl63
3/16/1763

Jdn l.Jaggqsetter, heirs

did

Jotrr Porter Jdn tJaggmsel.ter

Baret/ Pa.rtirg Jdm Porter

Pa. Ldd Co. BarEf Pa{l,ir€

t,

Cdrtty -A-Attedr€ry sook/PaSe--RttsReSistr of llitts
C=O|eSter

D{et#r€

itthtSsrtry

P+hitadet$ia

Oqfitrts cq.rt

*Coies of docunnts cJrnittd to VFNIP Ardriws

Acreage--AFAcre

Herdr



TSLe 42 -- Tax rd Ir €ntory Date -- Jdm lbggio'sellec Farm,
Prwiderce Torstrip, l'lcntgKlEry Co6ty

]-75

1 )
1re' 1799.

1A-
X X

X

2 4
4 9
8 1 2

12
t +

58 bJ, 15 bags
13 bu

40 hr & 5@ sheaves
13 ta6

10 hrdLes
1 1 A .
11A
11A

X

x

I

I

ffn1 fiT41 d
Acres 16 1E 16
DrcL l.irg x

l.lirdni t L

Hocses 2 2 3

Cattte 3 4 5

$r€ep 8
$.tire

Bedrives

Bt.ckfieat

ht€
Gts

tw
Fta,r
Irdian Com
LfEat & $e
tfteat
Potatoes
Rnpkirs

soncEs

1'Prwirciat Ta\ Recor* (H9rc)

d
16

X

2
2

1.fr9]
1A

x

17801
1A

17&1
16

x

2
4

l.

t
f''
I
t '

3
3

10

I
t

zJ*n tLgsm"tter Inrrentory (Mcnt. Co. Rt #17451)
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James White Farm
Chester County, Schuylki l l  (Charlestown) Township
Probable site of the Adjutant General 's guarters, also possible
site of General von Stubents guarters
Owned by James White L77L L778

James White's father, Robert White, bought this 28O acre

tract at a sherif f  sale in L753. The advert isement for the

sale, while not very descript ive of the nature of the property,

did indicate the presence of a house (rnessauge) and give metes

and bounds information:

rrA certain messudger plantation, and tract of land,
cont,aining 280 acres r oE thereabouts, situated in the
township of Charles-Town aforesaid, lying 1-L0 perches
on the river Schuylki l l ,  and 53 perches on the Valley
creek, joining the lands of Daniel Walker, and
company, being late the property of Thomas Burchrr
(Pennsylvania Gazette, October Ll- |  1753).

Robert White conveyed the entire 28O acre farm to his son,

James,  in  L77L (Chester  Co.  V-553) .  James Whi te in  turn,

conveyed the property (st i l l  28O acres) to Wil l iam Bodley

September L0,  L78O (Chester  Co.  V-556) .  Wi l l iam Bodley d ied

Iater in l-780 and his son, Thomas Bodley, sold the farm of 28O

acres to Andrew McCalla in L782. Further evidence that James

White was the encampment period landowner was provided by the

Parker Spy Map which included the inscript,ion rrJ. Whiterr in an

appropr ia te locat ion (Thibaut  L982,  p.  230) .  See Table 43 for

the complete chain of t i t le.

Records of land transfer clearly indicate that the 280 acre

fann remained intact from L747 unti l  L782. Charlestown Township

tax records for the period l-771- to LTSL show various acreage
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f igures during the ownership of James white, wil l iam Bodley and

widow Bodley which rnay refrect lands leased to others (Tabre

44)  .

Although Major Wilt iam Bodley bought, the property from James

White in September L778, several months after the encampment, he

filed a depredation claim for damages done rfbetween the Lgth and

26th days of September L777 on the property of Major Wil l iam

Bodley of Charlest,own Townshiptt (Chester County Miscellaneous

Papers,  Depredat ion Cla ims,  #t7,  HSP).  These dates were before

Bodley actually had title to the property, but there was no

claim for James White, and Wil l iarn Bodley was not l isted as the

owner of any other property in Charlestown Township at that

t ime. In addit ion, tax records for L777 contained the notation

rrNo tax, plundered by Englisht '  (CCHS) . I t  is of interest that

the evaluation of Wil l iarn Bodley's estate did not change between

L780 and L787 when the estate was f inal ly sett led indicating

that the depredation claim was not paid during that time.

The L778 depredation clain f i led by Wil l iam Bodley and the

L780 inventory for the estate of the same provided the most

comprehensive data on farrning operations on the site. Tax data

for L774 indicates that James White had four head of cattle and

three horses, Bod1ey claimed the loss of seven nilk cows and

seven young cattle in L778 and his L780 inventory included L2

cattle. Swine, sheep and fowl vrere also present on the fann

during the period L778 1780. The L784 inventory of Joseph

Shambough (Shambow) included three cows and a ca1f. See Table

44 for complete references.
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Crops for which there was a record included wheat, rYa in

the sheaf, oats, buckwheat, hay, fndian corn, turnips and

potatoes. The property probably also included peach orchards as

the depredation claim l isted 1-6 gallons of peach l iquor.

Beehives and salt shad, presumably caught in the Schuylkill

River which bordered the farm on the northeast, were also listed

in the Bod1ey c1aim.

Although Bodley's l ivestock holdingis were greater than

averaqe for the area, household i tens l isted in the L778

depredation claim suggested a fair ly basic col lection:

1 featherbed and bedding
L large iron kett le and 2 iron pots
L pair tonges
L coat and 1- pair buckskin breeches
1- pair worsted stockings and 2 pair shoes
L desk
L case of drawers

The L784 Joseph Shambough (shambow) inventorY, on the other

hand, included numerous tools, household goods including si lver

and pewter i tems, much furniture ahd si lversrnith tools.

The James White property was bordered on the east by Valley

Creek and on the nor th by the Schuylk i l l  R iver  (F igure 2) .  I t

was bissected east to west by the Great Road (now Route 23) and

its southern boundary was the Welsh Line (now the township

boundary). The area north of the road lay on Triassic red shale

deposits, south of the road the farn was underlain by Chickies

Quartz i te  (F igure 3) .  Areas of  s teep s lopes were concentrated

in the southeastern quadrat of the farm (along the north side of

t
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figures during the ownership of James White, Wil l iam Bodley and

widow Bodrey which rnay refrect lands leased to others (Table

4 4 )  .

Although Major William Bodley bought the property from James

white in september L779, severar months after the encampment, he

filed a depredation claim for damages done ttbetween the 19th and

26th days of september L777 on the property of Major wilr iarn

Bodley of Charlestown Townshiprt (Chestei County Miscellaneous

Papers, Depredation clairns, #L7, Hsp). These dates were before

Bodley actually had title to the prop.erty, but there was no

clairn for James White, ind Wil l iarn Bodley was not l isted as the

owner of any other property in charrestown Township at that

t ime. In addit ion, tax records for L777 contained the not,ation

trNo tax, plundered by Englishtt (ccHS) . rt  is of interest that

the evaluation of wit l iam Bodley's estate did not change between

L780 and L787 when the estate was f inal ly sett led indicating ,

that the depredation claim was not paid during that tine

fhe L778 depredation claim f i led by Wil l iam Bodley and the

L780 inventory for the estate of the same provided the most

comprehensive data on farming operations on the site. Tax data

fot L774 indicates that James White had four tread of cattle and,

three horses, Bodley claimed the loss of seven rnilk cows and

seven young cattle Ln L778 and his t-780 inventory included L2

cattle. Swine, sheep and fowl virere also present on the farm

during the period L778 L780. The L784 inventory of Joseph

Sharnbough (Shambow) included three co$/s and a calf. See Table

44 for complete references.
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crops for which there was a record included wheat, rYe in

the sheaf, oats, buckwheat, hay, Indian corn, turnips and

potatoes. The property probably also included peach orchards as

the depredat ion c la im l is ted 16 gal lons of  peach l iguor .

Beehives and salt shad, presumably caught in the Schuylkill

River which bordered the farm on the northeast, were also listed

in Lhe Bodley claim

Although Bodleyrs l ivestock holdings were greater than

averagle for the area, household items listed in the L778

depredation claim suggested a fair ly basic col lection:

L featherbed and bedding
L Iarge iron kett le and 2 iron Pots
L pair tonges
l- coat and L pair buckskin breeches
1- pair worsted stockings and 2 pair shoes
L desk
L case of drawers

The t784 Joseph Shambough (Shambow) inventorYt on the other

hand, included numerous tooIs, household goods including si lver

and pewter i tens, much furniture and si lversmith tools.

The James White property was bordered on the east by Valley

Creek and on the north by the Schuylki l l  River (Figure 2). I t

was bissected east to west by the Great Road (now Route 23) and

its southern boundary was the Welsh Line (now the township

boundary). The area north of the road lay on Triassic red shale

d.eposits, south of the road the farm was underlain by Chickies

Quartz i te  (F igure 3) .  Areas of  s teep s lopes were concentrated

in the southeastern quadrat of the farm (alonq the north side of
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Mount Misery) and were scattered throughout the remainder

(Figure 4). The Duportai l  map showed the southern third of the

28O acre tract to have been forested at the beginning of the

encampment  per iod (F igure 5) .

Both the geology and the slope infornation suggest that much

of the farm was not particularly good farrnland. The higher than

average numbers of catt le reported for Wil l iarn Bod1ey may

reflect the prevalence of land better suited to pasture than

field crops. The l irnited l ist ing of household i tens contained

in the depredation claim also suggested a less prosperous

operation than some others in the area.

The farm was located on the north bank of the Schuylkill

River at the northeastern corner of the Park (Figure 2). I t

contained good agricultural soils derived from the Brunswick

Formation (Figure 3). Slopes were moderate except for some

areas along a snall tributary stream and the river and thus the

land was well suited for f ield crops



T$l^e 43 drain of Titte JarEs t&ite Farm

DATE GRA}ITCR GRA}ITEE COflW BCK.PAGE ACREAGE

Jdn tbrkizer C
ceorge Sxktqf C

Ratpr Prck C

Da/id libmis C
David Potts
Ptritip shafioCt c D2-16 133A 8?P
CatherirE sna*qCr C Estate 9624*
Jc. $atboeh C X-14 13S 8?P

aoA
280A

Thon Bodtql c x-13
Aterrder ilcCatl.a C X-12

C Estate #359r

Lrn. Bodtqy C

Jares hhite C

Rdert Lhite c

ThorEs Btrdr C

l.Jil.tim Cotetgr C

Arrst Rafesnider c

Jdn Perry C

Jdn JqEs C

tln. Atten P

tln. Al.ten P

Jc. Turrr P

Jdn Lofthet" P

8/3/1%5

416/94

u1/1918
6/1/1911
3/3/1W
4/,4ftb1
4ra/!%
2t27/1t!/6
1/15/1W

7m/1,810
11/1U\ffi

4/1t1e!.7

8m/1&
4m/1M
3/s/1786
1ru
11ft/1@,
11/6/1&
11/6/Ue,
1780
9/10/Vn
11t6/1n1
rta/15.3
SrZt/175,2
12/31/1747
12tT/1747
7r?t/1739
11/15/1739
3/9/1737
ua/ftb
8Ig/1731
$ran81

George S.ckl,ey

sheriff, est. of

Rat$ Perek

Est. of David ilorris

Da/id Potts

Fhitip sharbc-dr

Catherire

Jc. sharbqrsh, died

Ihoms Bdtq/

Aterr*r llcCatta

Is&t & Thcm Bodtq/

!ln. Bodl,ql, died

JarEs $rite

Rcbert lhite

$eriff

$eriff

Arrst Rafesnider

Jdn Jqes

tJn. Atl.en

Jcfn Parry

Jdn Sinpson

Jc. Turer

Jdrn Lcrr$er

tln. Pern

Az-W 9.21A

H18-6 61/A
c15-508 8A
H14-y
@-1@ 7An
N5-48 7A*
D5-111 74*
6-4n 7A*
c5-152 TtaP

a-v&1!6 7A&
a-81 85A

6-tn :rA 18P&
zTA9@

s2-458 54A 18P
nct fcrrd

v-556 280A
v-555 280A
t-93 280A
n-32. mA
G-Ae mrt. &f.
c-u 280A
t-4 60A
c-28 5?A
Q.-1?5 1n
e-1n 1n
6-551 5mA
G2-1D,114 5mA
116

Itlary Gertrtde Arrfier Com.of PA C

& Frederick tbl.f

Ed,Erd Lbtf l,lary G. Archer C

Sheriff Edrard tbl.f C

Jdn L. Hqy ThcrEs C.SteHart C

est. Berrerd Hq1 Jdn L. tlq/ C

Jdn S. Lbrkizer BerrErd llq/ c

Jc.Perrypacker, died Jdn S.Lbrkizer C

UridrPerqpacker Jc.J.Pernpacker C

Je. Perrlpackec Uri* Perq,pker c

Ass$ilEes of Jdn lbrkizer
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Cc|Jttf4-Atted€ry
C=Orester
D{et*re
It+ldtgdrEry
Hhit*ti l ia

BodVPage--Rtf*egistr of l.lil,ts Acreqe--A*cre

C{q*tas Ccrrt Herdl
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I TABLE tA -- Tax, Clairn dd In!€ntory Data -- JarEs hhite Farm

Charteston Torstrip -- drester Co.nry

1m lroods
Staves

50 r{oods

I
{ .

ftm1 1n{ 1m1 1tB1 1v41 im1 d.
Acres lm + N 2m A 180 130 + 150

l*' @ 1n11
w l m

18 l_

10 hr
50bu  x

5 tcrs 4 tas +

4{)bu
x

1 0 t u
. in iheaf

. X

,*^d 17 791

ue

2 3 4 2 2
c a t t t e 2 3 3 3 4 3 2 1 4 9 1 0 1 2 4 4
H o r s e s 2 2 3 3 3 3 4 1 5 6 1 2 4 3

1 2 5
3 0  1 5  , 2 0

. 3 0
1m

$ire
$ree
Fcrd.

i
t ,
f::r

I

f '
Ir
I
{ ,

f ,
L
i ,
[ ,

shd

Irdia Com

Potatoes

Be*iws

tler
t$€qt

Oats

Rrloheat

b€
Tumip

SORCES

1P.*ir"i"t 
T&\ Records (ccHs)

10A
A
5

2 tqs
A h /
6tr)
15 hr

b.p."Orti- Ctaim fited by tJittian Bodtey (HsP)

fuitti* Eodtey lrrcntory (6ester co. Estate #559)

aJ*"C, sharbqCr Invrntory (Chester Co. Estate #3624)

*llote ttl,lo tat, pl,udered b), Ergtishtr
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Estate of John Wilkinson Farm
Montgomery (Philadelphia) County, Upper Merion Township
Owned by the Estate of John Wilkinson L77O

John Wilkinson, a Philadelphia brushmaker who held a

mortgage on this L38 acre property (Mortgage Book X2-181-),

received t i t le through a sherif f  sale Ln L757 fol lowing the

death of  Thomas Rei ly  (Phi ladelphia Co.  Sher i f f  AL-231) .

Wi lk inson d ied in  ) ,77o wi thout  leav ing a wi l l .  H is

grandaughters, El izabeth Hodgdon and Jane Stimson, each

eventually received title to half of the L38 acre tract, however

the dat,e of these conveyances could not be d.etermined. The

grandaughters, who apparently lived in Eng1and, sold their

interests in the property to partners in the Kennedy lime

enterprise in L8l-8 and l-828

This parcel was a subdivision of a 263 acre property which

Owen Jones purchased from the Penn farnily in 1741 (Philadelphia

Co" c2-93). The property was passed to Jones daughters-in-1aw,

one of whom subsequently married Thomas Reily. owen Jones was

the original sett ler and his L747 wilt  (Philadelphia Co. WiII

#23O) provided an extensive picture of agricultural activity on

that tract. See Tab1e 45 for the chain of t i t le.

Livestock mentioned in the will included three horses and a

colt,  eight cows and three calves, three pigs and 35 sheep.

References to crops included fourteen acres of corn in the

ground as well as corn in the barn and stackyard, oats, hay,

wheat, buckwheat, flax and wool. The references to corn may

actually have been to wheat or other small grains as was the

t
{
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English custom at the t ine. A milkhouse was also mentioned in

the  w i l l .

An advertisement for the L757 sheriff sale of the property

referred to :

rra messuage or tenement plantation, and l-38 acres of land
late the estate of Thomas Reilly . sundry stock, wheat,
rye and household goods . rr (Pennsylvania Gazette,
October L0 | L757 )

Because the encampment period owner did not live on the

property, and no tennants could be identif ied, tax records could

not be located

The farm was located on the south bank of the Schuylkill

River along the eastern boundary of the Park (Figure 2,. While

the northwest corner of the property was und.erlain by Triassic

red shale, most of the farm was on the Ledger Formation dolonite

(F igure 3) .  Most  o f  the land consis ted of  ro l l ing topography of

good to excellent suitabi l i ty for agriculture (USDA L967).

Duportai l  showed wooded areas on the slopes, scattered trees

along the riverbank and perhaps an orchard (Figure 5 and Thibaut

Lg82). In an al luvial f lat along the riverbank, the Duportai l

map indicated dashed l ines suggestive of drained or irr igated

(rrwateredtr) meadows which were common at the t ime.

In addi t ion to  h is  farming act iv i ty ,  owen Jones was a lso a

tanner. His inventory included numerous references to hides and

leather. Since tanning reguired an ample source of water'  the

l ikely location of this operation would have been on the bank of

the Schuy1kil l  River or along one of rts small tr ibutaries which

crossed the property.

I
f



l _84

i
I

[ '

t
I

l'
T$Le 45 Chain of Titte Estate of Jdn lJitkinsm Farm

DATE
10/18/1&
10/18/1&
4n4/1&
7/10/1e
4/18/1&2
6/E/18
6/5/1e
4/6/18s1
9/5/1W
6/4/1@
11/17/18',t8

1Tm
1U6/157

2n/1F,3
6/15/1751
5/1/1751
5mli$

1747

3/13t1741

cRAilrm GRAITTEE Crr}rw BAK4AGE

l.brris Pattersdl JGeCr Pattersfi l'l 101-46

George Pattersm lbmis Pattersan l{ 101-4@

Jdn Kernedy George Pattersm n %'1?3

Jdn Ksredy G€orle Pattersm 14 %-315

Lfn. Ksrxdy Jcfn Keftdy 14 Q'ru

Da/id Kernedy Lln. Ksned/ l,l 49-320

Atera*r KsrEdy tln. Ksned/ n e-74

George Hol.stein ttn. Kernedy A 47'tB

Jac6 Frick Wn. KsrEdy L 47'Q

Jap Stirpcan Georgp llolstein n 47-37

El.iz&th Ho*don Ler,lis tterrr4, t4 tA-41*

Jdn Frick, Ato<

Kerr'Edy, Jdn Etticott

Jdn l.lil.kirsan, died P dt1. #112

Jdrn ui tkirsan P

ACREAGE

&+?9A, W

A+A.W

6A

8 A 2 &

16A 35P
'l/6 of 1fi'
'l/6 of 1W

1f2 of 1fi

1/6 ot 'lfi

1f2 of 1fl,
'll2 ot 1W

sher.Al-Z31 *c 138A
nr ritl or dn. in P, lil, or C
rrDct.)C-18l rprt. &f.
ft-3r 26tA
TQ.Y* ?A\
rDt r€c. 1f2. of ?64

t

sheriff
Thcnre Reity, died

Ttrcrns Reil.y Jdn tlitkinscn P

Jdn catt$dr Thorre Reity P

Thore Reity Jdn catt*tal P

Etiz. Peters, ibry Reity

retease

osr Jccs, died da.ghters-irt'tar P ril.L fiO

Etiz&ft Petty Pete$,

ilary ileredith Reity

Lln. Pern Osr Jccs P G3-9J *
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Cq.nt)r-A+tLedr€n/
C=6ester
HeIa.are
r,++laltgrery
P4hit*tplia

*Ceies of &cuents ctnitted to VFilIP Artfiives.

BoolVPg-Rtl*egister of tJil,Ls Acreage--A=Acr€

C{q*rtrs Ccut Herdl
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CONCLUSIONS

fnformation on land use within VFNHP during the encampment

period was found by tracing documents related to land

ownership. Once ownership of each parcel was verif ied through

reference to contemporary deeds, tax records, depredation

claims, deeds, wil ls, inventories and other documents containing

site specif ic land use inforrnation were identif ied. Frorn these

sources, information on acreage, crops, l ivestock holdings,

buildings and war losses were cornpiled for 24 tracts of land

which occupied the present area of th.e Park in Decernber L777.

overlaying property boundaries on L985 aerial photography has

shown that traces of encampment era land ownership patterns are

sti l l  visible in many areas of the Park.

The picture of local land use in the period inmediately

prior to the encampment which emerges from the information

presented in this report is one of a predominantly agrarian

economy based on general farming. By the encampment period

approximately two thirds of the land area had been cleared and

was being cultivated. Extensive forested areas remained along

Valley Creek, on the slopes of Mount Joy, and in other areas

unsuited for cult ivation. Species composit ion of the forest was

l -85

I
l
t
t-
t

I
[ - r
t

I
I
f
t,
t
{ ,

{

t
I
L . ;

I
I
L
i



l _86

I
I

predominantly oak, chestnut, and hickory. Forested areas along

Valley Creek were used to produce charcoal for the forges of the

loca1 iron industry

. Open land consisted of a mosaic of grain and vegetable

fields, pasture, meadow and fal low sectionsi f ield size was

generally under ten acres. Chestnut rail fences and rows of

rr;trees divided the f ields. A diversity of crops was present with

,wheat the major cash crop. Apple and peach orchards of several

:hundred trees were common. Kitchen gardens were found near the

farm houses. Livestock included catt le, horses, swine, and

sheep, but in numbers which suggest domestic use only. fn

addition various fowl and beehives were kept.

The Vaux Farm (Fatlands) was noteworthy as the site of

innovations in farming practices and agricultural technology

during the late eighteenth century and the early nineteenth

century. James Vaux and William Bakewell, owners of Fat1ands,

were well known for their contributions to agriculture.

Saw and grist rnills and forges along Valley Creek

constituted a local center of industry and conmerce which was

well established as early as L757. The proximity of the

Schuylki l l  River and roads leading to Philadelphia faci l i tated

shipment of industrial and agricultural products, undoubtedly

adding to the general prosperity of the area. Other small scale

industries in the area included limekilns, tanneries and

possible mining of iron and copper.

I
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For the most part the information avaiLable is l imited in

its resolution to the individual farm unit.  In aggregate the

data present a picture of land use which is consistent with that

found by Fletcher (L950) and Lemon (1972) for eighteenth century

agriculture in southeastern Pennsylvania. However, information

on the physicaf layout of f ields or crops within individual

farmsteads was not available because the record of ownership

preserved in public documents general ly dealt with the farm as a

s ingte uni t .

The fact that various crop rotation schemes were employed at

that t ime indicates that the precise location of individual

crops changed regularly. fn addit ion, changing o$rnership and

market conditions undoubtedly affected the crops to be grown in

any given f ield at a part icular t ime. A graphic example of

f ield layout for an early 19th century farm near Norristown was

inc luded as an example of  wi th in- far rn land use (F igure 6) .

Because of the close proximity to val ley Forge, the similar

agricultural environment, and the conservative nature of the

average farm operation this unusualty detai led representation is

believed to be applicable to the Park area al-so

The irnrnediate irnpact of the encampment on local farmers was

severe with extensive losses of fencing, I ivestock and stored

grrain and other farm products reported. Spring planting in L778

was also affected. However, once the troops left i t  is l ikely

that norrnal operations resumed within a few months to a year



I
t
{
!  l -88

I

I
{ except where earthworks or other semi-permanent construction

I 
temained. Tax records for L779 indicated that livestock

holdings on most farns were comparable to pre-srar levels less
t - -
i , than two years aft,er the encampment. Apparently farmers had the

I draft animals to plow and otherwise restore their farm.ing
Ir ' operations by then. Regeneration of forests cut during the

I encampment took,longer. :
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RECOMMENDATTONS

fnterpretation of the Historic Sett ing

The pre-encampment landscape was a mosaic of sma1l

agricultural f ields separated by chestnut rai l  fences and/or

l ines of trees. Wheat and a variety of other crops, including

oats, f lax, potatoes, and corn were conmon and hay f ields,

meadows, orchards and wood lots aottea tne landscape. This

pattern of land use which predominated in the historic period

should be selectively re-established and interpretive programs

developed to explain i t  to Park visit .ors.

The current landscape of the Park contains many traces of

property lines dating from the encarnpment era. Unless active

steps are taken, these visible traces of encampment era land use

could be lost by inadvertant management action or through the

course of natural plant succession. The fol lowing steps are

reconmended to insure that features of the historic landscape

that are reflected in the existing vegetation and other surface

features are preserved for future interpretation and study.

d. All such boundaries should be mapped and surveyed

b. Existing vegetation on all these boundaries should
be surveyed at regular time intervals at ground

'level 
to record location, size and species of

plants extending the prelirninary investigation done
as part of this study to the rest of the Park.

c. Management policies should be formulated to
preserve these boundaries by preventing removal of
trees, preventing.growth of woody vegetation in
places where it might obscure the boundaries and by
preventing mowing and tilling across the
boundaries.
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There is enough contemporary information available to do a

detailed interpretation of one or more of the Revolut,ionary era

farmsteads within the Park. The Wil l ian Currie, Samson Davis,

or Samuel Havard farms would be part icularly well  suited for

this treatment due to the amount of site specific infonnation

available. Data on outbuildings as well as crop and l ivestock

holdings could be used to convey a comprehensive picture of the

locaI farm scene.
.The 

depredation claims should be used as a rnajor

interpretive resource. The farm exhibits could demonstrate the

losses sustained by the local civilian population during the war

since detai led claims for war damages are available. Exhibits

could vividly depict the lives of late 18th century Pennsylvania

farm families and the impact the war had on them as well as

explain how Quaker families reacted to their losses and forced

involvement in the war.

We recommend that an interpretive exhibit be developed at

the Vaux Farm depicting the advanced farrning techniques which

were developed on the property. Details of crops, structures

and land use are exceptionally well documented for this site

(Tables 39 and 40) and Vaux and Bakewell were both well known

for their agricultural experimentation and innovation. The

Memoirs of The Pennsylvania Society for the Promotion of

Agriculture are an important resource which should be explored

more thoroughly. This organization stilt exists and should be

contacted regarding the possibi l i ty of a joint exhibit.

t,
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Exhibits could include the establishnent of plots at the

Vaux farm demonstrating early lining, manuring and. clover trials

that marked the dawn of intensive agriculture in America. The

effects of these practices on soil  fert i l i ty and plant growth

could be studied and the signif icance of these late L8th century

innovations interpreted for Park visitors.

Sini larly, plots that demonstrate a colonial farm fal low

cycle could be established and data col lected on plant

succession during the fal low period as well as i ts effect on

soil  fert i l i ty for interpretation of this colonial land use

practice to Park visitors. Specif ic inforrnation on crop

rotation cycles used by WiIIiam Bakewell at Fatlands Farm is

avai lab le.

Forested areas in the Park (such as those near Wayne's or

Conway's brigades) should be interpreted to the public with

exhibits or signs. It could be explained that when the

Continental Army arrived, about one third of the area was st,ill

forest covered, however, during the encampment nearly all the

trees were cut for fuel or building rnaterial. Consequently the

present forest is composed almost entirely of trees which have

grown up since.

A technigue which rnight be used to help Park visitors

visualize the likely location and size of encampment structures

is the establishment of patterns of different mowing

freguencies. For example, to suggest the location and number of

huts in a brigade, patches of taller grass suggesting the rrfoot

print" of huts could be laid out and differentiated from the
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surrounding area. The trhutstr would be mowed once a year in late

winter while their surroundings would be mowed serveral times a

season. Such designation of structure location has the

advantage that they can be easily moved as better archeological

inforrnation about actual locations become available.

The rrfoot printtr of other structures such as farm

outbuildings could l ikewise be suggested. fnterpretive signs

would be. needed to explain to the public the signif icance of

these patches of tal ler grass, and that they represent rrbest

guessestr. that may be revised as better information is found.

Future Research

This study has indicated a number of areas where future

ecologicd l , 'h is tor ica l  and archeologica l  research could prov ide

addit ional infonnation useful for managing and interpreting the

Park landscape.

Ecological

Addit ional infonnation on witness trees contained in

descript ions of property boundaries in colonial era deeds should

be gathered to refine knowledge of species composit ion of the

forests at the time of the encanpnent. This information would

be useful for interpretive purposes and to guide Park managers

as to  what  t ree species would be h is tor ica l ly  appropr ia te to

plant or otherwise encourage in the Park

{

i
I
I
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Study plots should be established in areas of different

mowing frequencies to evaluate the effect on species composit,ion

and growth of vegetation in meadow areas. This information

would aIlow Park land managers to judge better what rnowing

practices most eff iciently achieve various management

object ives.

Permanent study plots should be established in forested

areas of the Park and especial ly along vegetation features that

reflect encampment era property boundaries. By resurveying such

plots at regular intervals, Park managers could better gauge how

well traces of encampment period property lines were being

maintained in the Park. In addition, the effects management

practices and stresses such as insect infestation, deer browse

and clirnate change were having on Park vegetation could be

measured.

Higtorical

The inforrnation that was collected in this study should be

incorporated into the Historic Structure Reportsi addition of

information about outbuildings could expand these reports into

Historic Property Reports.

Titte searches should be completed for aII parcels in.the

Park and the information entered in a cornputerized data base,

Using deed descriptions, property boundaries representing

several time periods should be mapped and correlated with county

atlases. It rnay be possible to plot encampment period property

t
t
1
t
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boundaries more exactly through reference to more recent surveys

and bench marks. Entry of all this information into a

computerized geographic infornation systen (cIS) would vastly

enhance its future usefulness.

Basic information contained

should be put in a computerLzed

in Historic Structure Reports

data base.

I
I
i

Archival material at VFNHP should be indexed by name of

property owner (contenporary to document) and name of encampment

period owner.

Additional inforrnation relevant, to local farm practices

should be sought as a guide to interpreting farms in the Park.

Contemporary treatises on agriculture and horticulture and other

sources of information available in the area during the late

L70o's should be invest igated.

Original manuscripts of deeds and other documents pertaining

to historic ownership and land use should be sought and acquired

or copied for the Park archives. We have found several original

deeds pertaining to the Park at the Plymouth Meeting Historical

Society which may be available for acguisit ion. More such

documents may be available at other institutions, such as the

Montgomery County Historical Society. These documents contain

much valuable, historic infornation for interpretation, some,of

which is not in the public record.

A search should be made of the records at the Division of

Land Records in Harrisburg for aII the property owners in the
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VI'NHP area prior to L777. The documentation found may clarify

land ownership and provide additional information on the owners.

Unindexed newspapers from the Revolutionary War period (e.g.

the Philadelphia Gazette) should be searched for real estate

advertisements for properties contained in the Park and

surrounding areas. These are a largely untapped source of

detailed information about many farms that were put up for sale

during the period of interest.

The locations and dimensions of all known ruins on each farm

should be identified and compared with buildings described in

deeds, township tax listings and the inforrnation in Schedule B

of the L798 Federal Direct Tax.

Records of the forges, miIIs, I irneki lns, and other

industrial works in the Park should be investigated more

thoroughllr'to document use of natural resources and interactions

with the farming community.

Further research into the genealogy and church records of

VFNHP land olrners would provide information on the social and

cultural t i fe of the community. rn part icular, Streets (L896)

referred to the location of Walker family papers and artifacts.

The influence of the area Quakers both in political and farming

practices should be researched and interpreted.

Archeological

charcoal deposits in the forests near the forge sites should

be investigated and if they are found to have originated during
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the colonial period (as seems l ikely), interpretive exhibits

f '

I should be developed explaining this forest land use and its
{

connection to the Iocal iron working industry

: Tests and surveys shouLd be conducted across the existing

traces that mark many of the colonial property lines to provide

clues as to the origin of these linear landscape features.

The:,Iocations of huts and other encampment buildings should

be deternined and tests and surveys conducted at these sit,es.

Dendrochronological studies of tree rings in beams of

historical buildings should be conducted to indentify the date

of constructon.

PoIIen studies by a researcher familiar with ternperate zone

terrestrial pollen profiles night shed further light on land use
1 - '
|  . . .
I history of specific plots. Sirnilar studies by Jerald Kelso for(

t 
the National Park Service at Fort Necessity have perrnitted

l r ^ _\ researchers to distinguish between meadow and woodlot locations

{ during the historic period.

I
AII work perforrned should comply with standard National Park

Ij Service guidelines and be coordinated with the Mid-Atlantic

1 
Region Archeologist. All artifacts collected should be

l, 
"atalogiued 

in compliance with National Park Service guidelines.

f 
All archeologrical work perfonned should be integrated with

previous investigrations and indexed with property/owner
t

i  
designations

L96
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(copies of

Appendix A
Late L8th and Early 1-9th Century Wi1ls and

Inventories of VFNHP Residents
these documents submitted to VFNHP archives)

Wi l l iam Bakewel l  (182L,  Vaux Farrn)
John Beaver  (L779)
Wi l l ian Bodley (L780,  Whi te Fann)
John Brown,  Sr .  (L823,  Davis  Farm)
John Brown,  JE.  (L823,  Davis  Farn)
John Havard Davis (.1-8L6, J. Havard Farm)
Samson Davis  (L77L)
Eleanor Evans (L76Lt yI. Stephens Fann)
Stephen Evans (1754, A. Stephens Farn)
Samuel Havard (l-808)
Thomas John (L766, Currie Fann)
Benjamin Jones (1-81-5)
Owen Jones (L747, Wilkinson Farm)

. Jacob Longiacre, Jr. (L809, Sheppard Farn)
Jacob Longacre, Sr. (L795, Sheppard Farm)
Peter  Matson,  Sr .  (L77e' )
John Moore ( I )  (L74o)
John  Moore  ( I I )  ( L779)
John  Moore  ( I r I )  ( L823)
Jacob Paul (L8L4, I" Potts Property)
Henry Pawl ing ( I )  (L792)
Henry Pawl ing ( I r )  (L823)
John Pot ts ,  Sf , .  (L768t  T.  Pot ts  Proper ty)
Joseph Sharnbough (L784, White Farm)
Abi jah Stephens ( l -802)
Abijah Stephens (L825, D. Stephens Farm)
Danie1 Walker  (L772,  Jones Fann)
Thomas Walker (L839, Currie Fartn)
John Waggonsel ler  (L779)

i
f,

t
t
t
i_
{

t
i



20r

Appendix B

Deeds in the Plymouth Meeting Historical Society Collection

The fol lowing original (owner's copy) deeds are in the collection of
the Plymouth Meeting Historical Society. They were donated to the PMHS
by Alice Ambler, a descendant of the Moore family. They may be
available to VFNHP.

I
I
I
r
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I
f ,
I
f ,

Deed Date
Bk-pg

1 .  A -2 r_O?  7 /1 -9 /17Oe
2 .  5 / L / L 7 L 6
3 .  L 2 / 2 6 / r 7 2 L
4 .  L 2 / 2 7 / L 7 2 L
5 .  L / L / L 7 2 0
6 .  L / 3 / L 7 2 L - 2
7 .  7 / 3 O / L 7 2 2
8 .  L 7 4 3
e .  3 - r -88  2 /LO/L787

Grantor

Wil l iam Penn
Evan Jones
Rowland Thomas
Rowland Thomas
Wi l l iam Coats
Mirick Davis
Owen Roberts & Co
Anthony Duche
Jonathan Moore

Grantee

David Powell
Rowland Thomas
Wil l iarn Coats
Wil l ian Coats
Mirick Davis
Owen Roberts & Co.
Humphry Mackworth
Francis Many
Richard Moore

Acres

1,724
6 0 A
6 0 A
6 0 A
6 0 A

60A*
6 0 A

*

1 0 .
1_1_.

L 2 .

l -3 .  s6 - l _34  4 /L3 /L839

L4.  40-576 4/2/L823

l_5 .  228 -LBO 3 /29 /L845
L6.  228-L86 3/29/L845
L7. B-6L-323? 4/4/L838
L8 .  G-LO4-484  8 /L7 /L85O

John Moore Richard Moore
Stephen Stephens John & Pugh Davis

John & Pugh Davis Richard Moore

Samuel Moore Edwin Moore

Samuel ,Char les,  John Moore L46
Jonathan Moore,
& Isaac Beaver
Edwin Moore fsaac Eastburn
Isaac Eastburn Edwin Moore
Margaret Kennedy curry Ganges
David Wilson John Kennedy

3-r_93 3/28/L787
26-s68 1-/28/L8O6

3/3O/LgLL

2774
20p t - i
2e4 |
l_5A -" '

4 0p .r-l
15A I
40P l'*'j
15A
40p ,r

L/ 2A \, , ,

I

I

t-r

f  
- ' l

t
I

t - )
tt
I
I

644
64A

4A
4A

*rnineral rights on Stephens Evans' land; Stephen Evans partner of
ItCompanyrl
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Appendix C

Depredation Claims of VFNHP

Will iam Bod1ey
John Brown, Jr.
Wi l l iam Curr ie
Wil l iarn Dewees
John Havard
Samuel Havard

Residents t
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Appendix D

Newspaper Advertisements for VFNHP Properties

John Havard Farm

A R t z , 3 , z F / 6
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American Republic
L 2 . 3 .  L 8 L 6

Aurcra Genera l  Adver t iser
L 2 . L 6 .  L 8 l - 6
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John Havard Farm cont'd.
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Samuel Havard Farm

Vil lage Record
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four th  Mur rb  1 t th ,  t?1r .
T o  b e  S O L D ,  b y  P U B L I C  V E N D U E ,

On thc r6rb dry of rhc Fi f th Month, cr l l r r l  Mry, acrt ,
FF H A T vr lurr ' l t  Photrt icn rnd Trr{ t  of  Lrnd, I . t r  of

!  Droicl  lVr l lcr ,  dcccrfcd, f turtc in TrcdyFrin,  Chcft tr
c o u n t ,  . o o t r i n i n G  r h o u t  o n c  h u n d r c d  r n d  t h i r t y  r c r c r  o f  g o o d
l iocftoqe hnd, rbout ninrty r lcr ;rd,  thc rcmrind.r rc l l  t imbcrcc,
rbout tcn rcrrr  6f  rr l r j rblc mcrdow, mofi  prr i  of ia rcl l  r rrc.c{
I t  r  cool l rot  0icrm tbrt  ruot throu!h i r ,  i  Sood or<btd, rhicf ,
i r  rcmrrktd for in bcrrraj .  i t  coat i f t rof  ebout onc hirndrcr l  rod
6rt t  rpplG tr tct ,  rbout oincty rhcrcor ' rrc grrf ic l  r i tb tbc houfc-
rpplc '  rhc rc0 nrtunl  f rui I ,  I  god frror dr: lhnj- loufc tro
f tor icr hi jh,  16.fctr  by i9 fcct,  rhrcc rFrr or rhc lovcr l lor l
r i th 6tc plrccr in tro of thcm, four r@mr .n thc fccond l lmq
t irh .  6ta plrc in onc of thcm. r  3@d turGt,  t lc outfrdc borrd-
cd ud lhinj lcd virh ccdrr,  thc inf  dc d.!c r l .h l imc, r  lcd ccl .
l r t  eod<t i ! r  r  0on. fpr ing.houfc, wir \  r  con0rat lpr in3 r i f in3 ie
ir ,  I  Li t thco, rcrr tr ' .  (hop, log Lrra, &c. LiLcr i(c to bclol l
c!  th3 ptcmif?i ,  thr f rmr dry, fonc bouftold jodr rrd implc.
b . a t r  o f  h u O . . n d . t i  I r G o d r r ( c ,  . n d  r c r f o n . l l !  ( r r a i f ,  r i l l L

J. i ro,  rrd t i r  crodit ionr of f r lc nrr i r  lDorn, ! t

J r c c r  W a 1 q 3 1 ,  r n d  S r r v r r  R r c i ^ l r ,  E r c c u t o r r .
N ,  B .  T b c  S r l i  r , i  b c s i n  t  r o  o ' c l e l ' .  G

Benjamin Jones Farm
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John Moore Farm

Norristown Herald
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Mordecai Moore Farm
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.if l,rhn Eiiott. ;'L#; U,?q'd:i'f l9-':l
,;"';;;; "r 

-.g'";i'7 
"..t'-5,::-t3,,,**'9 

* "
+,c!&L i:. i i5- o'l .r"td'rrrteciroct 

wiU bc'gircl'

l-iH;t.#or b:ric'"* --;ll *oone

I
I

nrr*$*' rsb*.
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David Potts/Williarn Dewees Property
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Isaac Potts Property
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H'r*i,?*hi;l;uf4:it;l jffi '"jit';"r',f
;:'J.{.l;J::#:,:}i;j"'. jl',i:f il:"Hilffll'S4
lorgjral frrir.aill 0rof lo'r w7 oriwrlcat pirc Iot lrio4-fr
riolcr3 rad !ah ir6d rloli l  b7 r lehltl rori lrt l lal lt.rL.
drtrhlr. '  Ary';crfor or petfcjr tnitf ir ini FFtcl 'f 'u'rF;'
p..btfer, 17'.pity iol ti ile frtfcrilir, nr7 i11,b qj;
fih lcfcrcr q rt rbc del df frh. 

'Tl. 
tllb I'|!dUFnx' "

r r t r  B r r r r l  J o l r t r  t l L l t a r r .  ' r  
O

f,
{ ' '

f :
I

I
L
L



James Vaux Farm

F O R S N L E,

21-L

1
i .

r
1

i r
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I

t  PLANTATION,  on  thc  r i re r  SchuT lk i l l  rn ' l  Pc 'k iomel r

A  
' -  

i r t .  f rom P i i t rde lph i r ,  rnd  i r  * t l l  f i ru r tcd  fo r  hcr l th ,

* " f , r .?J - ; i . r f , r , . ;  th .  t ' i d  i r  h i3h ,  th r  r fo ' ( t  6u th '  thc

[;; ; ; ; t- . ; ;" ; lng - i 'h rnaft frrt :  of irmr tnl f ' ln1 rnc io I  fo'

c l r l  n o i g h b o r r . h o o d ,  i o o d  C r r  m r r k c t i n g  ;  c o n l r l n t n 0  t c l  r c t ( l '

on r  r h i i d  r im fc r cd ,  r  Sood  p ropo r r i " n  o f  w r t e r ' d  o r c t / os r  t nJ  '

i r r r c  r ad i t i on  o f  ' g round  - l y  
' u '  

r p ; r rT r i r r cd -  t o . t h r t  u f c '  Th r

: ; i i ; i ; ; l ;  s .o i  i "  qur l i ry ,  166 i '1 '  moft -of  i t  brca- l imcd f rcn

."  i t  t " "  bu0i . t r  thc rcrc;  
' rh. ,c  

i r  tvr t : r  in the dr ie0 fer f"nr  in

i r r  i f t "  C"fat .  €r(ept  onei  r  t , tgc l imc-ki lo,  rnd r  lhrrc of  r

t t i i n i t i " "  t he  p l r cc  1 - r  mc rch rn t 'm i l l .  r nd  t he  mr ' 0  occc l -

i r f  
" t i . f i l . .  

rd jo in lng ihc prcmi"r ' .  
' l 'hc,houfc i r  r lmo0 ncr '

f i tur tcd on rn cmlnGncc acr i ly  cent" l .  conimrndinS r  fu l l  v icw

;; ; ; ; '  end ro cr tcnf ivc arofpe{t  of  f i i ! l r  (ountr t ;  i t  i r  45

; . . ; ; ;  i ; ;s ,h;  rnd 35 rcct .wide,  i ; 'h .  ' ight  l ' ( t  et ' t ! ic '  on *rh

n-. i - f t r " , r "" f t  t t "  . l . r i l . ;  i t  i r  lu i l t  wi th- thc beQ lhrne,  l im: rn{

i ' lJ.- '* i ,-r i  .  .J.,  ,noi,  complctcl l  6ni0red b7 Pbitrdclphie

."t i- . i l ' . i l l r--crr cr lculrtc ' l  to rccnmmodrta r lrrgc.3entcol

i t i i r i i i r t . t"  r tctro 0rir 'crferr Sood garretr,  rnd celLrr,  in

"i .  " i l t i . f ,  
i .  rhc kitchcn, b"t inicn' lcd lor r driry '  ' !  tbc wt'

i"t ;i .;itii"i through it ; t PtrmP {t. th' doort r llonc fmokc

tod hog.houfc, r. l rr fc anr,tcn--cl i  mrnured :rnd tcnccdt etrd r

l ' t ' . r t-  io ' ,  t*t i  , t .  Jf ioio, .  l rrge orchrrt l ,  r-nd a.yaunS o'c of

lrr l l r  O"i. ,  co,,rr ining roo trcclt ;  thc b"o ir  bui l t  of the i  mc

i l i i . r i . fr  rs thc h.o(c, 65 rcct b1 3(r * i th 0.r l ' ler,  underryrth.

.r] i t  int. t ;ot to no bui l , t ing of i tr  i ie, onc oi thn bryr h'  l . l reld'

rooo bulhchof rhcet in thc f lrrw I thcre rre tcrs tcd crtt l rgc-

;; i . ; ; i ; i " i ; t .  Tt ' ;  rhovc dcfcri led phntrt ion ir  cr lcrr lr t ld in

"tot 
t" ioa{t f i r  r  3entlemr"' j  <ountry retrcrt,  r3d ir .c.mylcrc

ioi j f .r" l" .  to rn.ke e t ircl ihood. by r i l ing lrr in rnd gorng lo

metkct, rhc hrd bcin6 mo0 cr<cl lcnt f1'r  pl lure'
"- 

f i i ic. t l  of fete mry l ' :  ci thcr cr lh, bit ts ot crchrngc' or i !

r i i  Uc  c rchrn icd  fo t  in  in tc re t l  in  Ph i l rdc lph ie l  o r . thc -pr ; t -

i . i , t  * i f i  bc madc erfy to the purchafcr. up"n hir.  giving fccu-

r i tv. Immc'Jietc poffcf l ion si l l  be Fircn, :rd indifPutrble t i t lo
'  
a r r a e .  F o t f u r t h c i ; . " ' t r c . l r r r  e n q u i r c o f  J r r  e  r l ' l N  W A t D t r t

i o  P h i l r d c l g h i r ,  l 1  1 t 1 6  f u b t c r i t ' c r ,  o n  t l t c  P l c m l l i t ' -- ( l  
t , t [ l :s  l /AU]( '  -
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James Vaux Farm conttd.
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Estat,e of John Wilkinson Farm

f ; '
\ ,

I
L

{ '
I
( . . ;

r'-!
I

t . ,

t
t - '

l r !

l-1
Iv
t,_-,

lr
I .

l

L_l

f ' ' I
l i \
t"-t

t ,
t ,
t l

. Ph,lrdrtrhir; dflobcr ;o '757'

ft?t1,tt, zl e tl l i l  h'o ht7c4 q ft i lol, tbe tt l l  D+ |

ll O.v.6.' ialht, tlo"t 'lbq o Clsl it .ttu d! oa*t, ottbc

P7r.,ir, it Lit'c", Iilpnc, witl h i2fil tt itic \ |$iil l4ilt ,
o Mitl l tn. i" lto,not Pbtottct, i ' l  t1t ic'u aJ Lal fttttt
11 1 is2'fiis,ttt ofc,lorl, ltc dc Flai ol 7 bca't Rnh1, ft'tal
, r t i . l r . r "Ezcc t i t csb l  l ^ rSrCout r ' r l .  ! " ' r ' r '

iil t ltac'fpc nil ?!ro, dll- tt Jt:l, [uah1 Stul, l/btt,

81c, n/ lhtlbthl Goin

Pennsylvania Gazette
1 -0 .  L0  .L757

I r
i l  , i'l-*1

I I
t ,
t*..,/

T ',
t :
t*i

I
tt.



APPENDIX E

Par t ia l  Geneotog ica I  in fonmat ion  on  the  Pot ts ,  S tephens and Moore  Fami t ies
2L5

POTTS FAMILY

tJ iL l . iam J .  Pot ts ,  The Pot ts  Fami ty  in  Great  Br i t ian  aM Amer ica ,  Canonsburg ,  PA,  1901 (HSP Pot ts  FamiLy  FCIPO Box

125)

Thomas Potts (1680-1752) & len Robeson (1643-1764)

David ( -1752), m.Rebecca Rutter no chi ldren
-1752,

David (1743-'1782), n. Anna Potts

Mar tha ,  m.  Dav id  Pot ts

Ruth Anna, m. Edmund Key

Hannah, m. Benjamin Barthotomen

Rachaet, m. John Boggs

Hannah, m. Thomas Delees

Sarah, m. Michael Hodgekess

Dav id

Thomas, unmarried, watchmaker

Thomas (1764- )
Rebecca, m. Peter Vore

Sara, m. Daniel Thorms

Anna

l,lary, unmarried

m. Deborah Pyenett (12J6- )

Rebecca (1753.1830), m. Saruel Baird

tJitLiam (1755-1819r, m. l ' lary Frances Potts

continued on next page
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(1710-1768),  m.1ZJ4 Savage 1 -1786)

Thomas (1735-17851 ' m. Anna llutt

SamueL (1736-1793), m. Joannah Hol'tand

John (17J8- ),  m. l ' largacet Carmick

lfartha (1740-1804), m.Thqnas Rutter

David (1741-1798), m. t ' lary Aris

Joseptr (1742-1804), m. l'lary llorris

m. Sarah Porett

m. Ann l l i tchett

m. l , lary Kirkbride

Dr. Jonathan (1745-1781), m. Grace Richardson

Anna (1747-1782r, n. David Potts

Isaac (1750-1803), m.l. laptha Botton

m.Sarah Evans

Mary, m. John Paut

Ruthanna, m. Joseph Paut

Edward, m. Deborah (Sarah) Ll i t t ians

Sam.re[, m. Sarah Ftetcher

Rebeica, m. Ll i t l . iam t layne

lrlartha, m. Rortand Jones

Joanna, m. Daniet Ftetcher

Oeborah, m. Isaac !, i t t iams

Janres (1752-1788), m. Anna stocker

Rebecca (1755- ),  m. Dr. Benjamin Duff iel ,d

Jesse (1757- ),  m. sarah Lel is

Ruth (1759- ),  m. Peter Lohra

El izabeth. m. 1721 J-9Spb-!3!-keI

Leuli s

Thomas

Joseph

l' lary, m.1725 Derrick Cteaver

Jonathan

Peter

I saac

John

- l , lartha, m.Thornas Yorke 10 chitdren

2L6



t-
I

i ,STEPHEIIS FAI.IILY

ccpited frm ritte, de€ds ard Stephens Fanity fotder at Bucks Cornty Historicat Society
(r|ctes ry Ed $odrsr).

Stgphen Evans, Sr., m. ? t{ary gatker (1707- ) (sister of O:Ug!_!lg!p1')

Phoebe EVans, m. Richard l,loore (brother of JgbL@!)
Jr. ( -1754>, m. llar;y Davis ( -17U,

(1719-1786), m.

2 L 7

( -1795, (daug. of lrlorris Edlrards d. ? 1736
and Eleanor Ederards Evans d. 1761)

i

-1825), m. Etizabeth l,loo|.e (daug. of !.lordecai l.looce)

l laurice (d. prior to 1825)

l-nachaet. m. Isaac l{oore
t -

f 
JanEs

fnbi iah
foavid
I
I'Et izabeth

Hatrtah', n. Jgsgph-l!!-ker (1799-1879r'(son of fhomas t farsaret Cur )
l l i tt im ll. ( -1868), o. Susan Davis, n. Hamah Hatl
Abiiah E.
Jotlft ll.

Elcamr, n. 9g!g!!99! ( -18fl',

Radracl,

tcc

Is€ac
Rebccca, m. Jacob llassey

Radraet, m. ( -1823,

llarv Ann

EErgbsllr, m. Sery!-gevsr

I
F( - .

{

fl

I
t,
I

Benjanin Stephens (124- )
Prudence Stephers (lZ7- )
f,licajah Steph€ns (180- )

Jesse Stephens (1734-

Jeher Stephens (1737-
)
)

732'1W2r, m. Priscit l,a Thornas (12J7-1813)

Sarah (1759-1&71 , n- Ed uoodnan

llary (176t- ), m. Sam Rossiter

Ruth (1763-1763)

Stephen (1765- ), n. Sarah HcVeigh

Rebecca (1767- ), urmarried

Etizabeth (1769- ),  m. Phit ip Rees

Prisci l , l .a (1711- ),  m. Jacob Rogers

Anna (1718- ), m. Enoch Richards

i
l
{

i
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t
t
t

l,faurice ( . -l|l2,7r, urmarried

Ruth Stephens (122- ), m. Joseph Hate
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cofipited fron deeds. ritts. Lower Herion Frierds Records, Vot. 1, HSllC, turbter famity records

ad assistme of Ed'ard T- Adiscn, PlflS'

Katherine Moore l leredith, m. - Moore (died in Engtand)

m. Dayjg-Meledllh

Richard, m. 1701 Phoebe Evans

l'lary

(daug. of stephen Evans)

( -1740r, m. Ann

cather ine  (1725-  ) ,  m '  Thonns l ' l i t t s

(1726-1777), m. Jane supptee (1729'1812)

1 -1843) ,  m.  D inah

tsaac E. (d. before '1843)

Louisa (d, before 18/ '3), m. Hiram Radcti f fe

Eenj ani n

Hi ram

James l{.

Samret, n. Lydis

Charles ( -by 1827)

Jonathanr' m. t'largaret

Sarah. m. lsaac Bcaver

(1750-1823), rn. Abisait Eastburn (rem. 9!94.s=Js,g)

(1811- l8e( ) .  r .  Phgcbe Foutke  (1811-1876)

f . ,  i .  J c n n t c

i e t l . r . € a i t y

Ed r i n ,  a .  t t c

Et iza ,  r .  i r c lc  E .  Mbter

, n. Artr

Jonathan (  -1811)  a rscr .  m.  ?

l-r"n"
I

f 
llannah

LJames

Ann, m. ChristoPher auc

Rachaet, tn. Peter SuPPtec

Sarah (17J0- ), m. @.!

Reese (17?7-1751), m.t lary

(17J5-1802) ,  m.Et i r .b . t i  oev is  (17J7-1817)

t l i  t  t  iam

Jesse

Reese

Isaac (1768-164' l) ;  m. f{clF

l ' lordecai u- ( -18n)

John

Hannah, m.Moses Coates

Et izabeth ,  m.  Ab i jah  Stepres  ( tee  Stephens Fami ty )

Anthony (187- )

Richard 1 -1752?)
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Appendix F

Property Line Tree Survey Data

Vegetation transect done Apri l  a5, 19Bg in VFNHP

running 246 deg mag along encampment period boundary between

J. Havard (parcel B) and B. Jones fanns, beginning at the

corner with A. Stephens boundary (Figure 2). Transect

fol lowed a sl ight r idge fol lowing boundary across slope, and

a linear vegetation feature on aerial photo

Soi ls :  Hagerstown s i l t  loam, 3 8 percent  s Iope,

moderately eroded. rrDeep, well  drained soils underlain by

l imestone, moderately perneable, has moderately available

moisture and is productive, well suited to the farm crops

grown in the area. rr (Soi1 Survey of Chester and Delaware

Count ies,  PA.  USDA Soi l  Conservat ion Serv ice,  1963,  f tdp !6 . ,

p "  8 3 )

Species List of Woody Plants

L.  Juglans n igra
2. Prunus avium
3.  Cel t is  occ identa l is
4.  Ulmus sp.
5. Pinus strobus
6.  Ma1us pumi la
7.  Cornus f lor ida
8. Ouercus velutina
9. Ouercus alba
l-0. Toxicodendron radicans
LL. Euonymus sp.
L2.  Lonicera japonica
13.  Celast rus scandens
L4. Parthenocissus quincruefol ia
l -5 .  V i t i s  sp .
L6 .  Lon ice ra  sp .  ( sh rub )
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t-
t.
f-'
I

Dist
( f r )

Dist  species
(n)

Dbh left of
(cn) trans (m)

age comments
(vr)

1 5 8
L 5 8
1_58
2 B B
288
288
288
288
248
288
4 L 7
4 2 7
4 4 5
445
4 4 5
445
4 4 5
483
4 8 3
483
483
520
520
5 4 2
542
542
5 4 2
5 7 6
7 0 7
7 7 4
7 7 4
7 7 4
7 8 6
7 8 3
7 8 5
7 9 0
8 0 0
8 0 0
7 9 9
7 9 9
7 9 9
7 9 9
7 9 9
7 9 9
8 7 0
8 7 0
8 7 0

l_
1 0
1l_

2
2
2
2

L2
t_0
l_3

3
3
3

L 0
L4
L 2
L 3

L
3

l-L
1 5

L
L4

L
L 3
1-2
t4

L
4
5

L 6
L 3

6
7
7
7
7
7
7
6

t_5
L 3
1_2
L7

2
L 8
1 3

4 8 . 2
4 8 . 2
4 8 . 2
8 7 . 8
8 7 . 8
8 7 . 8
8 7 . 8
8 7 . 8
8 7 . 8
8 7 . 8

L 2 7 . L
L 3 0 . 2
L 3 5 . 7
] , 3 5 . 7
L 3 5 . 7
L 3 5 . 7
L 3 5 . 7
L 4 7 . 3
L 4 7  " 3
L 4 7 . 3
L 4 7 . 3
r _ 5 8 . 5
l _ 5 8 . 5
l . 6 5 . 2
L 6 5 . 2
L 6 5 . 2
L 6 5 . 2
L 7 5 . 6
2 L 5 . 5
2 3 6 . O
2 3 6 . O
2 3 6 . O
2 3 9  . 6
2 3 8 . 7
2 3 9 . 3
2 4 0 . 9
2 4 3 . 9
2 4 3 . 9
2 4 3 . 6
2 4 3  . 6
2 4 3  . 6
2 4 3  . 6
2 4 3 . 6
2 4 3  . 6
2 6 5 . 2
2 6 5 . 2
2 6 5 . 2

4 0 .  0

3 5 .  0
3 5 .  0
3 5 .  0
5 0 .  0

2 L .  O
l _ 8 .  0
2 0 . 0

2 5 . O
8 . 0

2 4 . O

L 7 . O

2 5 . O
3 8 .  0
5 3 . 5

7 . O
L 4 . O
L 4 .  O
3 1 .  O
2 6 . O
2 0 .  o
L 7 . 5

4 . 3

4 . 6
4 . 6
4 . 6
4 . 6

3 . 5
6 . 4
4 . O

5 . 6

8 . 1 _

4 . 6
5 . 8

2 L . 3

4 . 4
l_0 .  0
L O . 2

5 . 4
5 . 8

1 l - .  0
L 2 . 0

on tree
shrub
sturnp, multi-stem
l l

t l

| l

J
f
I
t
t
{

I
4 7  " O

60.0 incornplete core
4L.0 age at  1-m
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t
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Dist
(  f r )

Dist
(m)

specaes lef t  o f
trans (m)

age comments
(vr)

Dbh
( cm) I

1 5 8
L 5 B
r_58
288
288
288
288
288
288
288
4L7
4 2 7
445
4 4 5
445
445
445
483
483
4 8 3
4 8 3
520
520
542
542
542
542
5 7 6
7 0 7
7 7 4
7 7 4
7 7 4
7 8 6
7 8 3
7 8 5
7 9 0
8 0 0
8 0 0
7 9 9
7 9 9
7 9 9
7 9 9
7 9 9
7 9 9
8 7 0
8 7 0
8 7 0

4 8 . 2
4 8 . 2
4 8  . 2
8 7 . 8
8 7 . 8
8 7 . 8
8 7 . 8
8 7 . 8
8 7 . 8
8 7  . 8

L 2 7 . L
L 3 0 . 2
L 3 5 . 7
L 3 5 . 7
L 3 5 . 7
L 3 5 . 7
L 3 5 . 7
L 4 7 . 3
L47  "3
L 4 7 . 3
L 4 7 . 3
1 _ 5 8 .  5
L 5 8 . 5
L 6 5 . 2
L 6 5 . 2
L 6 5 . 2
L 6 5 . 2
L 7 5 . 6
2 L 5 . 5
2 3 6 . O
2 3 6 . O
2 3 6 . O
2 3 9  . 6
2 3 9 . 7
2 3 9 . 3
2 4 0 . 9
2 4 3 . 9
2 4 3 . 9
2 4 3  . 6
2 4 3  . 6
2 4 3  . 6
2 4 3  . 6
2 4 3 . 6
2 4 3  . 6
2 6 5 . 2
2 6 5 . 2
2 6 5 . 2

4 0 .  0

3 5 . 0
3 5 .  0
3 5 .  0
5 0 .  0

2 L . O
L 8 . 0
2 0 . o

2 5 . O
8 . 0

2 4 . O

L 7 . O

2 5  . 0
3 8 .  0
5 3 . 5

7 . O
L 4 .  o
r - 4 . 0
3 L .  0
2 6 . O
2 0 . o
L 7 . 5

4 . 3

4 . 6
4 . 6
4 . 6
4 . 6

3 . 5
6 . 4
4 . O

5 . 6

8 . L

4 . 6
5 . 8

2 L . 3

4 . 4
L 0 .  o
L O . 2

5 . 4
5 . 8

L L .  o
L 2 . O

l_
L 0
1_ t_

2
2
2
2

t2
1 0
1_3

3
3
3

L 0
L4
L2
1 3

L
3

L L
l_5

L
L4

L
t-3
L2
L4

L
4
5

L 6
L 3

6
7
7
7
7
7
7
6

L 6
L 3
L 2
L7

2
L8
1_3

on tree
shrub
stump, multi-stem
t l

t l

t l

I

r

n
i
I
L-.

4 7 . O

50.0 incomplete core
AL.O age a t  Lm

I
t

{ '

r
f 
-*i

I
I
t ,

r".
f r
t '
I

I
I
I

t \
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887
8 8 7
887
9 4 8
952

1_03 0
t -075
L O 7  5
L O 7 5
L 0 7 5
L O 7 5
TT52
LL59
L L 5 1
tLg4
r .218
L 2 2 7
L 2 L 4
1 ,2 tO

2 7 0 . 4
2 7 0 . 4
2 7 0 . 4
2 8 9 . O
2 9 0 . 2
3 1 _ 4 . 0
3 2 7  . 7
3 2 7 . 7
3 2 7 . 7
3 2 7 . 7
3 2 7 . 7
3 5 L . 2
3 5 3 . 4
3 5 0 . 9
3 6 4 . . O
3 7  L . 3
3 7 4 . L
3 7 0 .  1 _
3 6 8 . 9

l _ 0 0 . 5
l_8 .  o
8 l _ . 0
2 0 . 0
L 0 . 0
L 0 . 0

L 3 . 6
7 . 2

r - 3 . 0
7 . 6

L 3 .  o
L 3 . 0

3
L o
L2

4
4
1_
6
6
6

l_3
L8

6 0 .  0

3 9 . 0
7 5 . 0
2 7 . O
L 4  . 5
3 0 . 5
2 0 . o

l _ 1  . 3

7 . 6
8 . 6
3 . 0
9 . 5

221'
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Appendix G

Information on Specific Crops Grown During the
Late Eighteenth CenturY

l - .  K i tchen Garden Plant  L is t  f rom Di l lon (L986)

Angel ica
Anise
Artichoke
Asparagus
BaIm
Bas i I
Beans
Beets
Borage
Broccoli
Burnet
Cabbage and Coleworts
CaIenduIa
Camomile
Caraway
Cardoons
Carrots
Catnip
Caulif lower
CeIery
Chervil
Chives
CIary
Comfrey
Corn Salad
Costmary
Cresses
Cucumber
Currants
D i11
Elecampane
Endive
Fennel
Feverfew
Foxgirove
French Mallow
GarI ic
Gooseberry
Hops
Horehound
Horseradish
Hyssop
Jerusalem Artichoke
Ladies' Bedstraw
Lavender
Leeks

Lettuce
Lovage
Marj orams
MeIons
.Mints
Mustard
Okra
onions
orach
Oregano
Parsley
Parsnip
PeaS
Pennyroyal
Peppergrass
Potato
Purnpkin
Purslane
Radish
Raspberry
Red Pepper
Rhubarb
Rocket
Roses
Rosemary
Rue
Sage
Sa ls i f y
Savories
Scorzonera
Scurvy Grass
Sha l l o t
Ski r re t
Sorre l
Southernwood
Spinach
Squashes
Strawberry
Sweet Potato
T a n s y
Ta r ragon
Thyme
Tomato
T u r n i p
' , 'a  I  er ian
' v ' i o l e t

Wormwood
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2.  Hei r loom Seed
Farm Garden

Beans:

Peas :

Lettuce:

onions:

Leeks:

Peppers:

in the National ColoniaL

Verrnont Cranberry
Brown Seeded Caseknife
Sieva PoIe
Royalty Purple Pod
Wren's  Egg
Robin 's  Egg
Genuine Cornfield
Scarlet Runner
October
SuIfur
Peneil Pod Wax
Black Eyed Peas
Jacob's  Cat t1e
Soldier Bean
Lazy Wife
Black Valentine

Dwarf Grey Sugar
TalI Alderman
Improved Lavton's
Champion of England
AIaska

Black Seeded SimPson
Ruby
Red Sai ls
Butter Crunch
Winter DensitY
Paris White
Green Boston

Silverskin Sets
Wethers Field Large Red
White Lisbon
Southport -White Globe
Egyptian
oignon Florence Red

Carnation
American FIag

Bullnose
Cayenne
Hungarian Wax

Early JerseY Wakefield
Danish Ball  Head
SavoY
Stonehead
Red
Late FIat Dutch

Varieties
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Cabbage:
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Beets:

Orach:

Gar l i c :

Corn Salad:

Spinach:

Radish:

Carrots :

Rocket:

Parsnip:

Ka le :

Fava Beaqs:

Cucumber:

Squash:

Mr.lsl<rnelon:

Watermelon:

Sunflower:

Sweet Potato:

Pumpkin:

Art ichokes:

Tobacco:

Wheat:

Crosby Egyptian
Long Season, lutz
Red (Atriplex gufpurea)

White

Machet

Bloomsdale Long Standing

China Rose
Cherry Belle
Champion
French Breakfast, white t ip

Early Chantenay
Early Scarlet Horn Forcing
Long Orange Improved

Arugula

Hollow Crown

Green Marrowstem

English White

fmproved Long Green
Crystal Wax (lenon)

Ear1y Yellow Crookneck
Butternut
Green Hubbard
White Patty Pan

Jenny Lind

Moon and Stars
Amish Moon and Stars

Russian Manmoth

Centennial

New England (Sugar Pie)
Connecticut Field Pumpkin

Jerusalem (native)

or inoco ( insect ic ide)

Red May
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Corn:  V i rg in ia  Gourd Seed

Soap Wort :  nat ive

Turnip: ;  Purple Top Strap Leaf

Na t iona l  Co lon iaL  Fa rm,  34OO Bryan  Po in t  Road ,  Accokeek ,  MD
2 0 6 0 7




