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by Gary 14. Stotz,  10/86
'El Morro Natj"onal Monur,ent, on the edgre of the Zr:ni }t:irritairts in northwest Nevl

Mgxico: was established in 1906/ as our nation's second. Nat-Lonal Irkrnunen+-. Although
ral :r i rzolrz mrl |  ( I  ,278 acres) : i . i :  has within i t - 's boundaries a var iety of habitats,
where numerous tlpes of manrnals can be for.;nd.

vlhile saoe artd rabbitbrush dcrnjlat-e the fJ-ats, pinyon and ji:niper are scattered
+ L -  ' . ^ 1 . l ^ ' . !  + 1 - ^  -ulrLiLl9lrt-lut clre area. Oak thickets prcvide cover along 200 foot high sandstone cliffs,
wh-ll-e stands of ponderosa pine can be found in nxrre sharJed areas. I\darry cracks and sna1l
cave grottos jn the nesa prov.rde gcod shelter. Water is avail-able frrrrn the 200,000
qallon Inscnption Pool, as weil as nulerous mesa top tinajas, nearby cattle tanlcs, and
the nronr.rnent' s sewer lagoons.

Ttr-i.s checklist includes 73 species of manrnals. Of these, 38 have actually been

recorded within the mom:rnent boundaries, as of this writing QA/86). The other 35

iisted as "h14:othetical", have been foi-rnd j:r -he vicinity of El Morro, and Lr,ave the
-r'tent-ial to occur witlrj-n the monument.

Ncrnenclature used here follows Btrt and Grossanheider, 4jig]q Sgigg-Ig_Ibgttanmals.
r . ! - n a ' h - .  |  -  l i  1 , . ^  - l  I  - - i  I  J f  i  c -  - - - - -  - 1  '  r  -i!rdlirl.rd-157 r:-ne arl- wildlife populations, flu-tuate with changes rn habitat, climate, and food
crrnnlrz 'ian holn further our kncwleclge of El t4orro's wildlife, we encourage you to reporL

your observations at the nom:rnent's visitor center, or sencl them to: SuF:erjntendent, El Mcno

Nationaf ltl:nurnent, Ramah, Nc':w Mexico , 8732I "
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S m a l l - f o o t e d  M y o t i s  ( M y o t i s  s u b u l a t u s )

i r : :

a  , .

' : i  , uncommon in monument,  more of ten at  lower al t i tudes, act ive
i n  e a r l v  e v e n i n g ,  c o l o n i a r  

" r  
= o r i i . ; t ; - " r t " " - r l ; ; ; ; t  : i ; - ' -

w i n g s  p a r t l y  o p e n ,  c a v e s ,  c r e v i c e s ,  i n  f o r e s t e d  a i e a s .
Sr l ve r *ha i red  Ba t  (Lasconyc te r i s  noc t i vagans )

U n c o m m o n , f i r s t r e c o r d e d i n m o n r r n e n t 7 / 2 6 / 8 6 h a n g i n g . o n

.'  
'  '

f a i r l y  s t r a i g h t .
W e s t e r n  P i p i s t r e l l e  ( p i p i s t r e l l u s  h e s p e r u s )  _' ' : - - : -  " : - f : ' " o '

Typothet ica l ,  wi t ,h in  range,  not  yet  recorded,  smal lest  bat

B rg  B rown  Ba t  (Ep tes i cus  fuscus )  -

,  Common at  E l -  Morro,  one of  the most  widely  d is t r ibuted,  bats ' : lr  i n  t l "  Un i ted  S ta tes ,  roos ts  s ingJ -e  o r  i n -  sma l l  c l us tg rs ,  ,c r e v i c e s ,  c a v e s ,  t r e e s
( L a s i u r u s  c i n e r i u s )

Uncommon in  monume- l ! ,  f i r s t  reco rded  B /3 I /86  on .back ,o f  r ,
v i s i t o r  c e n t e r ,  s o l i t , a r y ,  r o o s t s  i n  c a v e s ' " ;  ; ; " ; ! l : * I i r . t " "

Spot ted Bat  (Euderma:  maculatum)

Hypothet ica l ,  wi th in  range,  not  yet  recorded in  monument ,
c rev i ces  on  c l i f f  and  canyon  wa l1s  nea r  wa te rT  v€ f f ' r a re -  i
spec ies ,  p lease  repo r t  i f  f ound

-^ . cnsend ts  B ig -ea red  Ba t  (p leco tus  townsend i )
"  

Hypo the t i ca l ,  w i th in  range ,  no t  ye t  reco rded  i n  monumen t ,
v e r y  r a r e ,  u n l i k e l y ,  p l e a s e  r e p o r t , i f  f o u n d .

P a 1 l i d  B a t  ( A n t r b z o u s  p a l l i d u s )  -

Hypo the t i ca l ,  w i th in  range ,  no t  ye t  reco rd .ed ,  ve ry  l i ke l y ,

Los  G igan tes ,  f eeds  on  g round ,  ea t i ng  c r i cke ts  A  sco rp ions .
F a m i l v  M o l o s s i d a e  .  ( f  r e g t a i l  b a t s )  : : ,  ,

Mex ican  F ree ta i l  Ba t  (Tadar ida  b ras i l i ens i s )

'  Hypo the t i ca l ,  w i t , h in  range ,  no t  ye t  reco rded ,  m ig ran t ,  l a rge
co lon ies ,  caves ,  b r i dges ,  t he  famous  guano  ba t  o f  ca r l sbad  . " ,

'  r  ' r  
Cave rns  Na t iona l  Pa rk

B i g  F r e e t a i l  B a t  ( T a d a r i d a  m o l o s s a )

H y p o t h e t i c a l ,  w i t h i n  r a n g e ,  n o t  y e t  r e c o r d e d ,  c o l o n i a l ,
f o u n d  i n  c a v e s  a n d  c l i f f  c r e v i c e s .

' :-
'  Fami l y  Lepor idae  ( rabb i t s  and  ha res )

Deger t  Co t ton ta i l  (Sy l v i l agus  audubon i )  -

Hoar,y, Bat
,: ,, :,..1 

.l

. i '  , .  , ,

. ' . Abundant. throughout monumen!, very tame and often seen | :
burrows,  act ive anyt ime a l thougih more of ten in  la te af ter -
n o o n  a n d  e v e n a n g .

-Y iB l a c k : - t a i . } e d , J a c k r a b b i t  ( L e p u s  c a l i f o r n i c u s )  -

Uncommon in  more open areas of  monument ,  seen most  of ten
near  campground ,  ac t i ve  a t  dusk  and  a f te r  da rk .
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Pla ins  Pocke t '  Mouse  (pe rogna thus  f l avescens )

Conrmon in  monument ,  sandy so i1s,  f i rs t
-  . . r ne r ta i l  Kangaroo  Ra t  (D ipodomys  spec tab i l i s )

r l a: #:ii'3*lili;.'i::::,:il3""!";,$:*:1'
O r d f  s

r e c o r d e d  J u n e  I 9 7 9 .

as  i t  r equ i res
hab i ta t .

Kangaroo  Ra t . ,  (D ipodomys  o rd i )  -  
'  

,

roads at  n ight

m i c e  a n d  r a t s )
Wes te rn  Harves t  Mouse  (Re i th rodon  mega lo t i s )

Hl tpothet ica l ,  
.w i th in  range,  not  14et  recorded in  monument ,

common ' i n  v i c in i t y ,  ve ry  1 i ke l y  occu rs  unno t i ced .  l
Canyon Mouse (peromyscus cr in i tus)  -

J fVnothet ica l ,  wi th in  range and habi ta t ,
but  not  yet  recorded wi th in  monument , , ; ,

o""ri l,roril.

monument ,  act lve a l l

,,,,,i r',jr;,rr1i r.',

found in 'v ic in i ty .

. , .  .1 .  
l

, ,,,, i tri ;.r'',, ,
year . in ia;, #-i . ie ,r. .g.

(Pe romyscus  man icu la tus )  -

Common throughout
ot .  habi_tats  "

B rush  Mouse  (pe romyscus  boy le i )  -

Common in  oak  th i cke t  a t  base  o f  mesa  . ,  , . ;
p j r y o n  M o u s e  ( p e r o m y s c u s  t r u e i )  -

Common in  p inyon/ jun iper  habi ta t  wi th in  monument ,  very
s i m i l a r  t o  R o c k  M o u s e  ( p .  d i f f i c i l i s ) .  

' , , . ,  -

Rock  Mouse  (Pe romyscus  d i f f i c i l i s )  , "  ,  :

common in  monument  v ic in i ty ,  very s imi lar  to  p inyon Mouse'  (P .  t rue i )  w i th  ea r  l eng th  equa l  o r  l ess  than  h ind  foo t  and
ta i l  longer  than head at ia  nody,  some over lap and confus ion
between these two species

Nor the rn  Grasshopper  Mouse  (onychomys  leucogas te r )

W h i t e - t h r o a t e d

common in  open areas 
" ld  

sandy grass lands of  monument ,  h igh'  
f requency s iuear  somet imes r re l rd  in  campfround-"r . r .  , "

Woodrat  (Neotoma a lb igu la)  -  ,  
' , '  :

common in  p inyon / j un ipe r  hab i ta t  o f  monumen t ,  nes ts  and
dropp ings  o f ten  seen  a t  bases  o f  t rees

Sou the rn  P la ins  Woodra t  (Neo toma m ic ropus )  -

S tephen '  s 'Woodra t  (Neo toma s tephens i )

p rope r  hab i ta t  i n  E I  Mor ro ,

can Woodrat  (Neotoma mexfcana)  -

Hypothet ica l - ,  w: l th in  range,  not  yet
c loses t  reco rd  i s  o f  i uven i l e  i n  The

,
recorded in  monument ,

f , r ^ ' t  * ^  - :  ^
uclf [/a.J- > .

not yet recorded in monument.;
conmon in vicinity,. '  very l i lke' ly.

Common in  c l i f fs  and rock p i les afong mesa,  a l thb-u. rh l . ;ore
t yp i ca l  o f  p inyon / j un ipe r  and  m ixed  con i fe rs  i n  v i c in i t y . .
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n i d a e r a c c o o n s  a n d  a l l i e s

coon (ProCyon lo to r )

uncommon in  monument ,  t racks somet imes found near  pools ,
seen  a long  roads  i n  a rea  a t  n i . gh t .

R i n g t a i l ,  ( B a s s a r i s c u s  a s t u t u s )  -

, , ' '  ,  , . ,  ' -  , '  Hypothet  j -caL,  wi th in  range and habi ta t ,  not  yet  found in
, . ,  

'  ' '  mo_nument ,  nocturnal  and secret ive habi ts  so*et imes make
.  of ten common species go undetected :

Fdmi i v ' t ' , t us ie l i dae  (wease ls  and  a l l i es )  , '  I

Sh.gr t : ta i , led  wease1 (Muste Ia  e rminea)

U n c o m m o n ,  c h i e f l y  n o c t u r n a l ,  f i r s t  r e c o r d , e d

- . . -L o n g J t a i l e d  w e a s e l  ( M u s t e l a  f r e n a t a )  -

H y p o t h e t i c a l ,  w i t h i n  r a n g e  a n d  h a b i t a t ,  n o t' , .  
:  , '  . ,  moiumenti  i ; ;  i l  ; ;**; ; i t - t"""a I" viciniry,

.  nocturnal ,  might  occur  undetected.

Fe r re t  (Mus te la  n ig r i pes )  -

Rarest  mammal  in  Nor th Amer ica,  one
9 / 2 5 / 3 7  d r o w n e d  i n  I n s c r i p t i o n  p o o l ,
a  few unconf i rmed.  recent  repor ts  in
any  poss ib le  s igh t i ngs  to  ranger .

in monument on

' l 
"'' 

' ' ';iii ' '
vet found in l ' l t l

s e c r e t i v e i a n d

' '

. , .1,*. .r f;l '. : ,

monument recordtlo6i l ;  .  1r,, .  , :  -
f eeds  on  P ra i r i e  Dogs ,

v i c i n i t y ,  p l e a s e ' r e p o r t ,
' r '  i  l l ' i  '

t h i s

,i' t''

ii

'',;

:
B l a c k - f o o t e d

Badger  (Tax idea  taxus )  -

.  Uncommon,  f i rs t  monument  record 7 /B/78 of  two ind iv iduals
c ross ing  road ,  s t rong  d . i gge r ,  f eeds  on  roden ts '

' l  l 'Spo t ted  Skunk  (Sp i l oga le  pu to r i us )

LJncommon in  monr iment ,  cornmon in  v ic in i ty ,  nocturnal .
r h i * - ' i c \  ' :St r i ped  Skunk  (Meph i t i s  meph i t i s )

,  Uncommon in  monument ,  conmon in  v ic in i ty ,  nocturnal

Hognose ,skunk  (Conepa tus  Ieucono tus )

Hypo the t i ca l ,  j us t  no r th  o f  no rma l  range ,  road  k i l t  f ound
,  j us t  ou ts ide  monumen t  on  8 /25 /86  a long  h ighway  53 .  . .  

, ,  ' . ' i
' :Fami l v  Fe , l i dae  ( ca ts )  ,  ,

*o,rr,. ror )
'1 ,  '  Rare and secret iv" '  in  area,  nocturnal ,  t racks found orr "*  

-  
. r : i .

occas ion  i n  monumen t ,  good  hab i ta t  i n  E l  Mor ro  and .  Zun : i - , , , , , , i , f
Mounta ins,  o f ten dens in  rock shel ters  and smal l  caveg. ' , . , .  - , , . ,  1r .1 ; l

Bobca t  (Lynx  ru fus )  -
'  '  Fairly common ir, *oo**r,t and vicinity, yet rur.f"litadi1ial",',
, ,  '  to  se-cret ive and nocturnal  habi ts ,  t rack i  found o i  o . "* r ior , ' \

by  poo ls  on  mesa  top .
. : " . : . r . , r ] , . ,



:i:' :,

,,, ,,
11,'i;, 

',.'.

-' ,. :',1:

irr: ,:':'1.:

l": : l'tlT

" 
'aroT4eTldod 'prra e6ueJr ur urE6p bursEa.rcuT , ocrxa6 ,,,rep'gio : t"'I ''

, spaxe uedo f,ueur u1 pu_noJ:ttl+= 'tEgT pue TggT ur luaunuoru ,i.,:,..,.,i,,i;., 1

. 
,"u* ur.papx.oca-T 'uor6er 1noq6nof,ql uounuoc ecuo ,pa1ed.r11xg, 

' 
' ,, 

'"' "'-
t.; 

- 
.

-i"' , ' o' (u:oq6uo.rd) .*pfia..oTT+uv Xr!r,,ij ,gr;1,,.l,''
,,,r 

^'sTTet+ irpou uaes ualJo Aeps pup s{ce.;r1 ,dlrurctn
',9I{+ 1noq6no.rq4 uounuoc pue ppa.rasapta,r ,iueurnuou ur uounuocun

- (snuoruar{ snaTTocopo) tqaC aTnl,tr
. ojuohl .TE

,I_? 3II* 
auo urqlTr"r ?g/VZ/6 paprocar ,luournuou olur il";;

Aeur pup surpluno6 Jun2 o? pacnpo.r?uTeJr ,s,006T X1-rea eqq
, ur ?1p1s Jo lsolu q6no.rq1 peleditlxa ,ofirow ra. 1p parncco
.Tqeqo-Td pup: uorleu oql 4noq6no.rq4 uollnuoc acuo ,1ecrlaq1odz(g

{IA
(jraap) aepTAjra3 d11ureg,

t::i:i

lii': r:1

': ,, 'l
(sleuureul pag:ooq p


