












INTRODUCTION 

Feral horse' damage to native flora and fauna on Cumberland Island 

National Seashore (CINS) is well-documented (Hillestad et al. 1975, Bratton 

1985, Turner 1986). The National Park Service (NPS) management policy permits 

control or eradication of this exotic species as it affects the environment. 

The 1971 Wild Free-Roaming Horse and Burro Act specifically does not protect 

feral horses on national parks, refuges, nor military installations (Public 

Laws 86-234 and 92-195) . 

Public opinion plays a vital role in management decisions as these 

horses are a major attraction in a park held in public trust (Absher and 

Bratton 1986). Romantic notions of free-roaming, wild horses and opposition 

to shooting or poisoning for population control make compliance with NPS 

policy difficult. An Adopt-a-Horse program was discarded as a way to reduce 

the horse herd because of its expense (Goodloe 1991). Fertility control is 

accepted widely as a non-lethal method for regulating feral horse populations. 

Scientists currently are investigating immunocontraception for the island's 

feral horses (Bratton and Finley 1986). 

CINS wants to reduce the feral horse population as low as possible 

without significantly reducing current visitor sightings to avoid public 

discontent. At least 66% of CINS visitors must see the remnant herd per visit 

(Absher and Bratton 1986). The following is a management plan for maintaining 

visitor viewing of a reduced horse population. 

OBJECTIVES 

No single landowner exists because CINS is managed by the NPS. Rolland 

Swain, the Park Superintendent, is responsible for implementing NPS policy. 

Jennifer Bjork, Resource Management Specialist, was our contact and client for 

this project as she is in charge of developing a feral horse management plan 

- -- 

'Appendix A lists the scientific names of animal and bird species in the text. 




























































































































