










INTRODUCTION 

Cumberland Island has been altered by humans for centuries. Humans have 

transported domestic animals, crops, and various exotic species of flora and fauna to the 

island. Some of the introduced species have been disruptive to the island's ecosystem (i.e., 

armadillos, feral hogs, feral horses, etc.). The National Park Service defines an exotic 

species as ' . . . a species occurring in a given place as a result of direct or indirect, deliberate 

or accidental actions by humans' (NPS, 1991). 

The park service is required to construct a list of exotic flora and fauna, and to 

categorize them as innocuous or disruptive. If a species is classified as innocuous they do 

not require management. However, if a species is listed as disruptive, then the National 

Park Service is mandated to manage the species. Many disruptive exotics are 'generalists' 

organisms that are able to exploit, disrupt habitats, and replace 'specialist' organisms. The 

National Park Service defines a disruptive species as having ' . . . species, community-level, or 

ecosystem-level effects, significantly altering natural processes such as: fire regime, nutrient 

cycling, hydrology or successional patterns; or altering species composition and reducing 

populations of native species; . . . affect localized resources such as archeological features or 

scenic qualities on a broad scale' (NPS, 1991). The National Park Service policy states: 

'Control or eradication will be undertaken, where feasible, 

if exotic species threaten to alter national ecosystem; seriously 

restrict, prey on, or compete with native populations; present a 

hazard to human health or safety; cause a major scenic or aesthetic 

intrusion; disrupt the integrity of an historic site; damage 






























