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Observer(s) : Date(s) -
Time(s) - Weather
Localities i :

Mos! common and scientific names used {ollow Raun and Gehl-
bach — Amphibians and Reptile§ in Texas: Taxonomic Synopsis,
Bibliography, and County Dislribution Maps, 1972, Dallas Mus.
Nat, Hist, Bull. 2, 132 pp. Subspecies have been ignored since
they are primarily ol academic interest and are often dilficult
lo delermine’ {rom field observations,

Big Bend National Park, in the southern Trans-pecos of socuth-
weslern Texas, was established in 1944 and consists of over
708,000 acres {over 1,100 sq. mi.) within the Chihuchuan Desert.
The herpelofauna {amphibians and reptiles) is diverse aond
spectacular, bul one muslt look for lhese animals in {he proper
place at the right time. Mos! kinds (species) of herptiles are
nocturnal and relreal underground into burrows, rocky crevices,
or under stones during the day o "beat the heat”. One of the
best ways to observe {nol dislurb or collect!) the parks her-
petolauna {a total ol 65 species) is lo cruise the roads slowly
on warm, humid, windless, moonless nights. ?

Ten species of amphibians and 55 species o! reptiles are pres-
ently recorded. lor Big Bend National Park. Six additional
species are lisled as hypothetical. Unfortunately, o lew speciea
have been exlitpated and no longer ocour in the park because
of habilat loss and human abuse. For amphibians in the park,
frogs and toads are the only group {10 species}). For reptilec
in the park, snakes are the largest group (30 species), lol-
lowed by lizards (21 species), and turiles {4 species). Although
some species occur throughout the park, others are restricted
to specilic habitats and life-zones lound at the different eleva-
tions. Five species (4 kinds of ralliesnake and 1 kind of cop-
perhead) are poisoncus and dare dangerous lo humans.
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Any observations ol rare, hypoihetical, or uniisted amphibians
and reptiles should be reporled fo: Chiel Park Interpreter,
Panther Junction, Big Bend National Park, Texas 79834.

CLASS AMPHIBIA
ORDER ANURA — Frogs and Toads

Couch's Spadefoot (Scaphiopus couchi)

Subterranean {animal burrows) or {ossorial, in desert
Irom loothills {lower Green Gulch and Panther Jct) io
lowlands (Rio Grande); commen, toxic skin, nocturnal
— rainy.

Western Spadeloot (Seaphiopus hammondi)
Subierranean (animal burrows) or fossorial in shorl-
grass plains, siatus unclear; a single park record from
Panther Junction, well esiablished north ol park; toxic
skin, noclurnal — rainy.

Madrean Clilf Frog {Syrrhophus guttilatus)

Under moist rocks, sotols, and agaves, Chisos Moun-
tains; liny, uncommon, nocturnal — rainy.

Canyon Treefrog (Hyla arenicolor)

Rocky streams and pools, under boulders and siream-
banks, somelimes in trees, Chisos Mounlains and ils
foothills; uncommon, primarily nocturnal.

Green Toad (Bufo debilin)

Secrelive, burrowing, low hot deserls, only Tornillo
Creek {loodplain drainage, possibly Terlingua Creek
;:lc:lclrincxge; very uncommon, noclurnal — heavy rain-
Hed-spolted Toad {Bule punctatus)

Burrowing, desert, Rio Grande floodplain to foothills
(i.e. Green Gulch); common, noclurnal.

Texas Toad (Bufe speciosus)

Burrowing, desert, Rio Grande floodplain to Panther
Junction; common, nocturnal, ’

__  Woodhouse's Toad (Bulo woodhousei) :
Burrowing, floodplains, only Rio Grande [loodplain (Ric

Grande Village ¢nd Sanla Elena Canyon); rare, noc-,

turnal — heavy rainfall.

Laoperd Frog (Rana piplens) -

Parmanent pools, sireams, springs, ponds, and tinajas,
aguatic vegelalion, Ric Grande floodplain to mountgin
foothills; common, nocturnal and diurnal. *
Greal Plains Narrow-mouthed Toad

(Gantrophryne olivacex) :

Very secrelive, burrowing, pools, damp crevices & bur-
rows, under rocks, bark, & vegetation, floodplains and
desert, Rio Grande lo loothills (Panther Junclion); un-
common, liny, loxic skin, nocturnal ‘. heavy rainlall.

CLASS REPTILIA
ORDER TESTUDINATA — Turlles

o Yellow Mud Turile (Einostemmon flavescens)
Floodplaine and desert, shallow (often temporary)
muddy pools ond tanks, park lowlands (Ric Grande
to Dagger Flat); uncommen, musky odor, mainly noe-
turnal.
. Big Bend Slider (Chrysemys gaigeae) .
Sloughs, tanks, ponds, and rivers with @ muddy bot-
tom and aqualic vegelalion, only Rie Grande [lood-
plain; uncommon, diurnal and nocturnal.
Western Box Turtle (Terrapens omatax) -
Nonaquatie, prairies, only at Panther Junclion (pos-
sibly escapes), well established north of the park; very
rare, diurnal.
e Spiny Softshell (Trionyx spiniferus)
Rivers, only Ric Grande (rarely adjacent poolg); un-
common, diurnal and nocturnal,

ORDER SQUAMATA (Suberder Lacertilia) — Lizards

Mediterranean Gecko (Hemidactylus turcicus)

Human habitations: buildings, screens, olten near
lights, known only from Rio Grande Village (also across
the river at Boquillas, Mexico); has voice, originally
introduced from Old World, walks on smoeolh walls and
ceilings, very rare, nocturnal,

—___ Texas Banded Gecko (Coleonyx bravia)
_ Rocky deserts, under slones, sotols, and agaves, or in
" rocky crevices, from lowlands to foothills (sparingly lo
Panther Junction and Green Gulch); has voice, lairly
common, nocturnal,

Reliculated Gecko (Coleonyx reticulatus)

Deser! rock oulcrops, lowlands, a single park record,
known only from Presidic and Brewster Counlies,
Texas; has voice, large, can change pailern intensity,
exiremely rare, nocturnal.

Greater Earless Lizard (Cophosaurus texanus)
Heal-loving, hot desert lowlands, Rio Grande flood-
plain to loothills (sparingly to Panther Junclion); no
ear opening, common, diurnal.

Collared Lizard (Crotaphytus collaris)

Open deserts wilh boulders, rocks, and sparse vegela-
tion, lowlands to Chisos Mt. foothitls (i.e. Pine Canyon,
Panther Junction, lower Green Guleh); somelimes bi-
pedal (runs upright), uncommon, diurnal.

Leopard Lizard {Crotaphytus winlizeni)

Low, hot deseris and arid Natlands ol creosotebush,
anly recorded at Ternillo Flal, base ol Rosillos Mis,
between Panther Junction and Rio Grande Village,
near Boguillas, and San Vigente; somelimes bipedal,
extremely rare, diurnal.

Texas Horned Lizard (Phrynesema cornutum)
Grasslands, plains, and deserls, recent records only
from Panther Junclion {escapes?) and Nine Point Draw
on Upper Tornillo Flat; well established norih ol park,
extremely rare, diurnal

Round-tailed Horned Lizard (Phrynosoma modestum)

h Desert flats wilh sparse vegelution, Rie Grande lo
foothllls; often nedr ani mounds, {airly commen, diurnal.

Desert Spiny Lizard (Sceloporus magister) -

Lowlands, desert washes and arroyos with ample veg-
elalive cover (mesquile thickels, prickly pear, elc.}, use
animal burrows, climb frees, Rio Grande lloodplain
sparingly 1o Chisos Mis. foothills (about 4000 f1; very
rare at Panther Junction); very wary, fairly common
in proper habital, diurnal. '

Canyon Lizard {Sceloporus rerriami)

Rock loving, canyen walls, clills, boulders, rocky ar-
royos, and rarely adobe buildings, Rio Grande flocd-
plain well into Chisos Mis. 1o at least 5500 M. ele.; un-
wary, common, diurnal. .

Crevice Spiny Lizard (Sceloperus poinsetli}

Rocky faces and boulders having. crevices, sometimes
buildings, rocky highlands ol Chisos Mts. and loothiils,
a lew records from the river canyons; wary, wedges
ilsell in crevices, common, diurnal.

——

Eastern Fence Lizard (Séeloporus undulatus}

Trees, shrubs, yuccas, or other iypes upright vegela-
tion, sometimes logs, boulders, buildings, or signs,
readily climbs, ‘Chisos.- Mts. and.-loothills down lo at
least Giant Dagger Flals; fairly common, diurnal,

Side-blotched Llizard (Uta stanaburiana)

Lowland desert flats, sandy areas, hardpan, fine gravel,
Ric Grande to loothills {3500 - 4000 it. elev,; at least to
Grapevine Hills & K-Bar Ranch); somelimes aclive in
winler, burrows, common, diurnal.

—




_ Tree Lizard (Urosaurus ornatus)
Rock Iaces, boulders, trees, Chisos Mts. and loothills
{rarely to Panther Junclion); climbs, uncommon, diurnal.

—___ Shorl-lined Stink (Eumeces brevilineatus)

Likes moisture, under rocks, agaves, sotols, prickly
pears, hoards, and logs near springs, seeps, O pools,
parkwide excepl for possibly the highest parls of the
Chisos Mlis; very gecralive, a skuiker, seml-lossorial,
uncommon, diurnal.

Great Plains Skink (Eumeces obsoletus)

Hides under solols, agaves, prickly pears, stones, of in
animal burrows, parkwide; secrelive, a skulker, very
uncommon, diurnal. ’

_____ Little Striped Whiplail {Cnemidopherus inornatusx)

Grasslands, intermediate park elevations — K-Bar
Ranch, Govt. Spring, Lone Mt., Persimmon Gap, Panther
Ict., and Giant Dagger Flat: uncommon, diurnal.

_ . Rusty-rumped Whirglail (Cnemidophorus scalaris)
Grassy rocky deserts, shrublands, Chisos Mls. and
[oothills; commen, diurnal. X

. Checkered Whiptail {Cnemidophorus tesnelatus)
Rocky barren areas, only Rio Grande floodplain {main-
ly canyon dreas such as Santa Elena Canyon and
Mariscal Canyen); parthenogenic {males exiremely
rare), very rare, diurnal,

Western Whiptail {Cnemidophorus tigris)
Barren desert flats, animal burrows, Rio Grande flood-
~ plain o mounlain foothills (rare at Panther Junction);
commen, diurnal,

_____ Texas Alligalor Lizard {Gerrthonolus liocephalus)
Forests, brushlands, only Chisos Mis; powerlul jaws.
slow moving, prehensile tgil, very uncommon, mainly
diurmngl — sometimes nocturnal.

ORDER SQUAMATA (Suborder Sdrpentes}) — Snakes

Texas Blind Snake (Leplotyphlopn ‘duleis)

Loose soil, burrowing, meist areas, under rocks, solols,
and agaves, only Chjsos Mis; vesligial eyes, food:
{ermiles and ants, uncommon, nocturnal — rainy.

. Weslern Blind Snake (Leptotyphlops humilin)
Loose soil, burrowing, desert flals, under rocks, solols,
and yuccas, Rio Grande floedplain to mountain foot-
hills; vesiigial eyes, jood: termites and ants, fairly rare,
nocturnal — rainy- .

___ Glossy Snake (Arizona elegans}
Deserls, crecsotebush flals, burrowing, Rio Grande
{locdplain to foothills {up to Panther Jct. and lower
Green Gulch); uncommon, noclurnal — rainy.

_ . Ringneck Snake (Diudophis'punclulus)
Rocky moist areas, mountains, under rocks, logs, solols,
and agaves, mainly Chisos Mis. and loothills — rarely
other pork mounlains and lowlands along Rio Grande
{at canyons}; uncommon, noclurnal and diurnal.:

______ Greal Plains Rat Snake (Elaphe gutlata) )
Floodplains, thick riparian growth, cane thickets, mam-
mal burrows, crevices, only Rio Grande floodplain;
secretive, rare, nocturnal and diurnal.

Common {Baifd's) Rat Snake {Elaphe cbsoleta)
Forested uplands, rocky woodaed canyons, ghrublands,

upland meadows, only Chisos Mia. (above 4000 ft. ele.);
rare, diurnal and noclurnal.

Trans-pecos Rat Snake (Elaphe subocularis)

Animal burrows, rocky crevices, canyons, deserls, creo-
sotebush flats, rocky lerrain with agave, ocolillo, cactus
or solal, Rio Grande [loodplain to Chisos Mts. foothilis
(below 5000 It} gecretive, uncoNMon, nocturnal (hol
nights).
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Western Hook-nosed Snake (Ficimia cana)

Burrowing, rocky oulcrops, mountains, Chisos Mts. and
loothills (two lowland recerds — one at Boquillas Can-
yon Road and one at Tornille Flal);, secrelive, “anal
popping”, rare, noclurnal.

Night Snake (Hypsiglena lorquaia)

Deser!s, rocky areas, creosolebush or lechuguilla asso-
ciations, under rocks, boards, or solols, Rio Grande
{loodplain to Chisos Mis. foolhills (2 recerds for Basink
rear-fanged, common, nocturnal.

Common ({Sonora) Kingsnake (Lampropeltis getulus)
Deserls, Rio Grande floodplain io Chisos Mts. {oothills;

secrelive, rare, nocturnal — rainy.
Gray-banded Kingsnake (Lampropellis mexicana)
Rocky oulcrops, mountains, Chises Mts. and lool-

hills (known. {rom rocky lowlands oulside lhe park);
very secretive, ilwo main color phoses: alterna morph
{the one occuring in park) and blairi morph, exiremely
rare; probably the rarest park snake and one of the
rarest in the Uniled Stales, nocturnal.

—___ Milk Snake (Lampropellis triangulum}
Rocky areas, Chisos Mis. and loothills (down to
Panther Jct.); secrelive, very rare, nocturnal — rainy.

— . Coachwhip {Masticophis flagelium)

Deseris, lowlands, shrublands, Rie Grande lloodplain’

to Chisos Mis, loothills; swiit, somelimes climnbs, com-
mon, diurnal — heat of day.

______ Siriped Whipsnake (Masticophis taeniatus)
Rocky oulcrops, brushlands, animal burrows, parkwide
except lor possibly the highest paris of the Chisos Mis.;
very alerl, swill, readily climbs trees, uncommon,
diurnal.

Plain-bellied Water Snake (Natrix erythrogaster)

Aquatic, ponds, rivers, only Rie Gruande between Hot
Springs and Boguillas Canyon; secrelive, very alert,
very rare, noclurnal,

Bullsnake (Piluophis melanoleucus)

Degerts, shrublands, woodlands, somelimes burrows,
parkwide; hisses, vibrates iail, sometimes climbs, un-
common, diurnal and nocturnal,

eecoe .. Long-nosed Snake (Rhinocheilus lecontei)
Burrowing, deserts, creosolebush Ilals, under rocks,
solols, or in mammal burrows, Rio Grande floodplain
to Chisos Mis, [oothills (2 records {or :Basin}; uncomn-
mon, noclurnal — rainy.

Big Bend Palch-nosed Snake (Salvadera deserticola)

Desert lowlands, desert scrublonds, creosolebush [lats,
Rio Grande {loodplain to Chisos Mis. foolhills (up to
Panther Jct.); uncommeon, diurnal.

Moyntain Patch-nosed Sncke (Sulv"r.tdqru grahamiae)
Mountain slopes, plaleaus, rocky canyons, open wood-
lands, scrublands, Chisos Mts. and foothills (down to
Panther Jcl.); uncommon, diurnal.

e Weslern Ground Snoke (Sonora semiannulala)
Burrowing, scant vegelation, desert lowlands, river
botloms, rocky hillsides, creosolebush flals, Rie Grande
flcodplain 1o Chisos Mis. loothills (up to 5000 ft. in
Green Gulch); secretive, numerous color phases and
patterns, uncommon, nocturnal — windy hol dry. nighis.

Mexican Black-headed Snaoke (Tontilla alriceps)
Burrowing, deserts, grassiands, shrublands, woodlands,
in crevices, under rocks, sotols, agaves, and yuccas,
Giant Dagger Flats {probably al lower elevalions) to
loothills and Chisos Mis,; secrelive, rear-fanged, com-
mon, noclurnal.

a4,

Red (Big Bend} Black-headed Snake (Tanlilla rubra)
Burrowing, mountain habilat where pinyon, juniper.
oak, agave, sotol, yucca, and noling dominale, only
Chisos Mis. (Basin, upper Green Gulch, ond Panther
Pass) and Voleanic Dike Overlook; iwo color-phases
{collared and non-collared}, secretive, rear-langed, pos-
sibly does not surlace during dry years, known froin
only three Texas counties, extremely rare, nocturnal —
following hecvy rainfall -

Black-necked Garler Snake (Thamnophis cyrlopsis)

Semiaqualic, rock-inhabiling, canyons, pools, moun-

tains, springs, tinajas, parkwide (down lo Rio Grande)

in the proper habilal but mainly Chisos Mts. and fool-
hills; live-bearing, common, noclurnal or diurnal.

Checkered Garler Snake (Thamnophis marcianus)

Semiaquatic, flcodplains, permanent waler, rivers, ponds,

lakes, springs, pools, streams, only Rio Grande ilood-

plain and its major tributaries (Tornille and Terlingua

Creeks); live-bearing, uncommon, noclurnal or diumal.

_ Lyre Snake (Trimorphodon bisculatus)

Rock-inhabiting, mounlains, canyons, oulcrops, Chisos

Mis. and loothills (lowest records «l Panther Jct,

Volcanic Dike Overlook, and Grapevine Hills); sec-

retive, rear-fanged, exlremely rare, nocturnal.

Copperhead (Agkistrodon conloririx)

Rocky habital: canyens, oulcrops, mounlains, and cane

palches, parkwide (in the proper habilat); pit viper

{poisonous), live-bearing, rore, nocturnal.

Western Diamondback Ralllesnake {Crotalus atrox)

Arid and semiarid regions: deserls, grasslands, brush-

lands, river bolloms, rocky canyons, Rig' Grande llood-

plain to Chisos Mts. foothills (in Green Gulch up io
about 4500 f.)}; very aggressive, pit viper (poisonous),
live-bearing, common, mostly nocturnsl,

__ . Rock Rattlesnake (Crotalus lepidus)

Rocky lerrain: ledges, canyons, mounlains, oultcrops,
slides, parkwide bul most common in Chisos Mis. and
foothitls; pit viper (poisonous), live-bearing, very un-
commeon, nocturnal — somelimes diurnal,

. Black-tailed Rattlesnake {Crotalus molossus)
Rock-inhabiting, mountains, canyons, oulcrops, park-
wide but most common in Chisos Mis, and foothills; pit

*  viper (poisonous), live-bearing, common, nocturnal —

, sometimes diurnal.

___ Mojave Raltlesnake {Crotalus scutulatus)

Low hot deserls, creosotebush flals, grassiands, Rio

Grande lloodplain lo about 4000 ft. {up 1o Panther

Junclion); aggressive, pit viper (very poisonous}, live-

bearing, uncommon, nocturnal.

HYPOTHETICAL SPECIES

— . Tiger Salamander (Ambysioma tigrinum) .
Status uncertain; known only from o couple records
from Panther Junclion — possibly lish bail escapes;
well established north of park.
—— Bulllrog (Rana catssbheiana)
Collecled oulside the park al Lajilas, Texos; reporled
calling along Rio Grande in park.
— . Texas Torloise (Gopherus berlandieri)
Recenlly several lound al Basin and Rio Grande Vil-
lage; probably releases or escapes from park visilors;
nalive to soulh Texas. )
— Weslern Hognose Snake (Helerodon nasicus)
A single park record [rom Panther Junction (possibly
an escape); native to lhe grasslands north ol lhe park.
— .. Plains Black-headed Snoke (Tanlilla nigriceps)
An unconflirmed record from the Basin; one specimen
ol questionable idenlity {rom Rio Grande Village; na-
tive lo grasslands north of park. - :
Prairie Ratilesnake (Crolalus viridis) L
One old park record; probably extlirpated from park
when grasses seriously depleted in earlier years; found’
north o! park in grasslands,




