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El Mrrro National l,lcnunent, on the edge of the Zr:ni Mor-rntains in northviest New Mexico,

was established in 1906, as our nation's second National l,lonurrent. Although relatively

snall (1',278 acres) it hras within it's boundaries a rvide variety of habitats, where numerous

anphiJcians and reptiles can be found.

lhile sage and ranbitbrush dcnrinate the flats, pinyon and juniper are scattered through-

out. the area. Oak thickets provide cover along 200 foot higtr sandsto:re cliffs, while stands
^ €  m - . 1 ^ -  ^ ^  ^ . i  -v! rlrrqslv:o y-r-r)€ can be for-rrrd in more shaded areas. Water is available frcxn the 2001000

gall.on Inscription Pool, as wel-l as numerous mesa top tinajas, nearby cattle tarks, and the

monr.:rnent' s sewer lagoons.

This checlilist jncludes 31 species (9 amphiJ:ia:rs and 22 reptiles) . O F  f h o q a  ? 1  c r '-- -r.--j-es,

20 have actually been recorded within the monunent boundaries, as of thrs w:j-ting (10/86).

Nine of the "h14>otheticals" have been found withjn a few n|les of the nornffrent. Ttre other

two (Mountain Treefrog and Sonora Mountain Kingsrr,ake) are included, as EI brro ccntajns

nr.\nar h.ahil-:i f:irl.r nlnco 1-^ their range bOUndarieS, and r:nCOnfirmeO repgrts Of bOth eXiSt

n the area. In addition to iiose species included within this checklist, a fsp other

unex;rected herpetofaula specimens have been record€d withjn the Zuni ittcuntains, jt:st outside

the borrier of their no:rnal range and habitat (accor*ing to Gehlbach, jn his report "Herpet-

ology Of The Zuni l{or.l'rtains Region, Northwestern New Mexico", $nithsonian fnstitute, 1965) .

These would be extrsneiy unlikely at El Morro, and include Lhe Great Basirr Spadefoot Toad

(Scaphiopr:s inte:rnontanus) , Great Plains Skink (Ermeces obsoletus) , Coachrntrip Snake

(l4asticophis ftagellun), and the Black-tailed Rattlesnake (Crotalus molossus).

lbmenclature! used here is basecl on Stebbils, A Fie1d Guide 1'o Western Reptiles And

.\mphjlcj-ans, 2nd. edition, rerrised, 1985. The author wishes to express thanks to A. Dale

F,o.lnhor Crrr: ]_ar nf Horrefn' lnrnr Rirr Granda T,rn- A' i  l - .rrrr^nrercn.rF. Now lv, icvir-o. for hiS aSSiStanCe
V !  ! . = ! I & L V r V Y J  /  I \ I v  u l Q l q u  s w ,  n r y u Y u e l v u u  r l * \ ! v v /

jl reviewing this checklist and maki-ng valuable suggestions.

Ar,rphibians and reptiles, like all wildlife populations, fluctuate rvith changes in

) - r > l . r i f a { .  c l i m : l . a  - - J  F - l  . - , , ^ , . '-**..**J, alu.** -*yyly. Tb irelp further oi-.r knowle.Jge of EI trbrro's wi.ldlife, we

an,-.)rrrAcrp r;orr io reporL Vou.r observations at the ncnument's,visitor t)enter, or send them to:

Superjrrtendent, EI |4orro National Monunent, Ramah, New tulexicrc ' 8732I .
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i-ped Choms Frog (pseudacris triseriata)

Hypothetical, within range, forind in area, not yet recorded i-rr rncnurent,
unukely due to isolated water supply, feeds on-insects and spiders,
diurnal or nocturnal.

Canyon Tteefr.og (Hy1a arenicolor)

Hypothetical, withr"in range and habitat, not yet recorded in montrnent,
fairly cqnnon in vicinity, very likely occuri at El irztrorro 

""a.l."iua,breeds in streams and tinajas in area, if preserrt mesa top pools wou1d.
be where to look, feeds on jlsects and spiders, prirnarily.rbturrrrl.

Mountaj-n Treefrog (Hyla exjmia)

Hlpothetical, just norbh of range, not yet recorded jn monunent, good
lnbitat, found in h-igh altitude pines ana poots, trnlj-kely at El M6rro,
feeds on j_nsects and spiders, primarily nocturnal.

Familv Ranidae (tnre frogs)
Northe5n l.eopard Frog (Rana pipiens) *

Hypothetical, within range, not yet record.ed in montrnent, ccnrnon in
nearby lakes and cattle tanks, unlikely at EI l4orro due to isolated
water supply, feeds on jnsects and,spiders, diurnal or nocturnal.
Class Reptilia (reptiles)

Order Sguamata (lizqrds and snalces)

Suborder Lacertillia (Iizards)

ramily rquanidae (iquanids)

Iesser Earless Lizard (Holbrookj-a maculata)
'Unccnrnon 

in monunent, found in sandy areas with brush cover, most often
in box canyon and near mesa, no external ear opening, skin color matches

, rocks and soil of occupied habitat, feeds on insects and spiders, diurnal.
large-s1rctted r,eopard Lizard (cambelia wislizenii wisrizenii)

Hypothetical, within range antl habitat, not yet recorded in momrnent,
unccnmon in vicjnity, very 1ike1y occu.rs undetected at EI }4crro, feeds
on insects, spiders, and snall lizards, diurnal.

Western Cotlard Lizard (Crotophytus collaris baileyi) -

Hypothetical, withr-in range and habitat, not yet recorded in monunent,
for:nd throughout vicinity, very likely occurs undetected at E1 Morro,
feeds on insects, spiders, and snal-l lizards, diurnat.

Plateau (Easter,n Fence) Lizard (Sceloponrs undulatus elongatus X tristichus)

Abundant in nronunent, mosL likely lizard to be seen at El Morro, often
bobs head in territory display, males of this species and other spjny
lizards have bright blue bbllies, feeds on jnsects and spiders, aiurnaf.

l*crbhern Sagebmsh Lizard (Sciloporus grraciosus graciosus)

Unccnrnon ttrroughout nxrmrment, most often seen near sheLter of pinyon/
jurtiper and Srcnderosas, found near mesa and jrr box canyon, ground dvaelling
ryecies, retreating rocks or bnrsh when ttrreatened, insectivorous, diurnal.

Tree Lizard (Unosaurus ornatus)

Unccrnnon jn rncnurnent, found most often in rock walls of nesa and box canyon,
feeds on insects and spj-ders, diurnal.
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sonora lbuntain Ki-ngsnake (Lampropeltis pyrcrnelana pyrcnerana)

Hypothetical, near edge of range, not yet recorded irr monunent, good
habitat, uncctlmon species, r:nlikely at E} lvtcrro, found in pinyonlj,-i-per
up to spruce/fir habitat, secretive, burrows r:nder rocks, 1og= or bark,
constrictor, feeds on mice, rats and other snal<es, prirnarily nocturnal

Brack-necked Garber sndke (Thannophis cyrtopsis ryrtopsis)
Unccnrnon jn mom.lnent, first rec.orded LO/2/86 near sewer lagoons, fairly
ccrlnDn in vicjnity, wide range of habitats including deserts, grasslapds,
and_pinyon/jr:niper, often near water, feeds on insects, wor:lns, frogs,
toads, and tadpoles' live yow9, diurnal, secretes pungent musk if disturbed

Wandering Garter Snake (Thamnophis elegans vagrans) *

Falrly ccnnnon in momrnerrt, ccnrnon in vicjnity, wide range of habitats,
llcluding all of El lr4orro, often near water ahere it feeds on salanand.ers,
frogs, toads, tad[nres, lizards, fish, wonns, etc., bears live yor:ng,
diurnal, secretes pr:rrgent music if disturbed.

Night Snake (gpsigl-ena tolrquata)

Hlpot-hetical, within rangie and h,abitat, r-rncctrrrnon in vicinity, not yet
recorded in montrnent, very J-ikely occurs undetected, sandy or roclqr desert
lr:l-rirr'l- -^.:retive, br:rrov,ls under rocks, logts or bark, very mild venon

ilffits s#3: Jr;,H:=;Jil3:y* *""ved teettr in back of upper jaw),

Familv Viperidae (vipers),, Srlb:Fanily Cfotal_inae (pit vjj:ers)_
Prairie Rattl-esnake (Crotalus viridis viridis)

i.hrccnrnon in nontment, fairly ccnrnon in vicirrity, for.nd most often in
pinyon/juri-per and rocky areas near mesa, verrcmous, pit viper, feeds
on rodents, bears live lzor:ng, primarily nocturnal.

Western Dianu:ndback. Rattlesrnke (Crotalus atrox) -

Hypothetical, on edge of range, recorded 9/75/86 in close vicinity, not
' yet found witLr-in montment, unU-kely, prefers lower altitudes, open desert,
arroyos, rocky areas, vencmous, pit viper, feeds on rodents, bears live.
young, primarily nocturnal.


