August 18, 1964

Mr. John P. Dey
195 Danforth Street
Rochester, New York 14611

Dear Mr. Dey:

We have very little Information on Indians that inhabited Craters
of the Moon. Prior to the coming of the white man, the southern
half of Idaho was Occupied by the Shoshoni Indiens. The Bannock
Indiens, one of the Shoshoni Indien family groups, roamed the
southern half of the state. Another family group, the Tukuarikas
Tribe or Sheepeaters", travelled through the headwaters of the
Salmon River to the Boise besin on the west, A third group, the
Lemhi Indiens, were never a distinet trite as such, but were nainly

dissatisfied membvers of the Bennocks and Tukuarikas who handed
loosely together.

It is evident thet Indians travelled through Craters of the Moon,
but it 4s not certain which groups they were. Several Indian
trails existed in the Monument , however, as of 1955 they ere no
longer visible. Early picneers reported thet water holes were
marked with piles of rock and sagebrush pointing in the direction
of the hole, usually a short distance from the trail,

At Indian Tunnel, one of the lava tubes in the Monument, is & group

of crescent shaped rock piles used as wind or firebreaks., Scattered
about the area were various arrow points and obsidian chips,
Within Indian Tunnel ang other caves, the remeins of various animals

have been found. Some of the bones were in association with charred
wood, indicating old Indian campfires.,

Occasionally, potsherds are found amid the crater wall fragments and
the cinder slopes.

1 recommend that you ¢ ntect the Ideho Historieal Society, 610 No.
Julia Davis Drive, Boise, Idsho, for further information on the
subject of Indian life of Southern Idaho.

Williem v, Appling
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Earl H. Swanson
Profassor of Archeology
Idaho State University
Pocatello, Idaho

We have been cataloging some of our Indian artifacts that have
been aceumilated over the years. Unfortunately, some of the i

dividuel items, Ir possible you may be eble to help us identify
the function of the various artifacts that we are sending you
under separate cover,

Nuwiber 549 appears to be hatchet shapeds numbers 487 ana 502
lock light arrow straighteners or polishers; numbers 538 ang

563 were found in the same location ang look like a broken pes=-
tle?

We certainly would appreciate any assistance that you may be able

to give, Thanks again for ldentifying the bison bones last sume-
mex,

Sincerely,

Edgar P, Menning
Chiaf Park Naturalist
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"Stone Tipi Rings in North-Central Montana and the Adjacent Portion
of Alberta, Canad: Their Historical Ethnological, and Archeological

Aspects," by Thomas F. Kehoe, Aqﬁgzgnolugigq;mfgpgra,,zmq. 62, Bureau

O_f_ﬂﬁm&mmﬁﬂm;uhzmﬁ;kﬁaﬁﬂas -2 14 pls,
I tables, 1 map. Washington, 1960,
There has been much uncertainty regardin
of the so-called "tipi rings" which are

the northern Plains. While their ethnic

8 the origin and function

in 1952 and 1953, the arrangement of circles was noted at 210 sites. A
number of camp patterns was evident, but there was no correlation between
plan and physiographic setting. No eccentric rings were found, nor was
there any other suggestion of ceremonial use. However, there seems

to be a correlation between ring diameter ang the depth to which the
stones are depressed into the sod: size diminishes in broportion to
depth, thus Suggesting that the smaller rings are earlier, perhaps

dating from the pre-horse period. In the past, excavation of tipi

rings has produced few artifacts and little architectural information.

As & consequence, only one ring was completely excavated although several
others were tested. 1In all cases, the results indicate the domiciliary
nature of the rings. Tn addition, the 1956 Rlackfoot encampment at
Browning, Montana, was mapped. The camp plan and the post-encampment
remains closely parallel the archaeological evidence. Both resulted
from an identical cause: the use of rocks for anchoring tipis. (wwe)
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