
Proposal ror Pollen L~alysis at Hopewell Furnace

Emlly W. B. Russell
JlL"'le 23, 1 ':::186

terms of industrlal history has also created a greatly disturbed
pattern of vegetation. Different types of land~use and times
of abandonment of the land have produced a mosaic of oak, .tulip

were killed by tne chestnut blight early in the 20th century?
The answers to such questions would greatly enrich our perceptions
of the environment in which the furnace operated, and of the
relationship between the present natural landscape and the past.

The major source of ~nformation to discern past vegetation is
the records left by the plants themselves, because written histori-
cal documents tend to be sketchy and vague when referring to the
natural environment. Pollen produced by plants is preserved in
wet sediments, and where these sediments have accumulated more
or less undisturbed, the pollen in them records the changing
vegetation of the past.



At Hopewell Furnace, undisturbed sediment appropriate for
-/

the springs southwest of Hopewell Rd. in Chester County. I
propose to take several short (less than 1 meter) cores of

short enough intervals to establish a colonial horizon in the
sediment (characterized by an increase in ragweel pollen) and

the precolonial vegetation and the present as established by

the vegetation mapping project.



Budget Proposal.
Pollen Analysis - Hopewell Furnace

Analysis of two cores, minimum of 10 samples/core
@$1000


