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Introduction 
Every summer naturalists are hired to work for Acadia National Park as seasonal 
interpreters. One to several of these seasonal interpreters will prepare and present guided 
naturalist walks on birds that reside and travel through the park and area. The area is rich 
with many dozens of species and over 200 hundred birds have been documented as being 
at least seasonally resident. Many naturalists keep lists of the bird as well as other species 
of animals that they observe to share with visitors and other staff members. Often these 
lists are kept in little field books by each interpreter and never documented in a formal 
report for many reasons. 

Methods 
From June 12, 2005 until October 15, 2005, interpretive rangers Lora Haller, Carrie Karl, 
and Jennifer Schramm observed and noted various bird species in the park. All three 
rangers are birders and can easily identify all species noted. A tally sheet was kept in the 
interpretive office and rangers would mark the sheet weekly. Observations of birds 
would typically occur while on duty at the Precipice for the peregrine falcon program, 
Hawkwatch on Cadillac Mountain, bird walks with visitors at various locations in the 
park, and while walking or hiking in the park at all other times. Birds were identified by 
sound, sight, or both at the noted locations. The noted birds for a site does not represent a 
comprehensive list of the birds species that might be found at these locations as would be 
expected with full field inventory or monitoring program, but instead reflects those birds 
that were identified by week and throughout the season through a casual or general 
method of bird observation. The bird list was intended and did serve as list of current 
species being seen in different areas of the park as a reference for all staff, but especially 
for the "non-birding" staff who were working at the visitor centers. It also serve in a 
similar way to inform visitors interested in "birding" about what they might see, where to 
go, what they may find, and to aid them in finding or identifying specific species. The 
weekly tally sheets were maintained throughout the 2006 visitor season and the 
information was then entered into a spreadsheet in mid-October. . 

Results 
Attached is the spreadsheet of birds observed and recorded by the authors. Many bird 
species were seen on numerous occasions and for several weeks over the course of the 
summer and fall. We did not record if a bird species was observed more than once during 
a week, although a few exceptions are noted on the spreadsheet for species like crows, 
American robin, and a few species of warblers. The spreadsheet file will be maintained 
by the Interpretive Staff. 

Discussion 
The weekly tally sheets and overall bird list successfully served to inform park staff and 
volunteers of the birds that were most likely to be seen or heard in different locations 
within the park. Maintaining an active bird list helps staffs who only work at one 
location or in one part of the park by giving them a readily available reference on birds. 
The weekly tally also provided informationimportant to visitors who have a special 
interest in birding while visiting Acadia National Park and areas in and around the Mount 
Desert Island. 
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